M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

© 00 ~N oo o B~ W NBE

N NN NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
o 0o A W N PP O © 0o N oo 0o W DN —» O

M chel To: Rul es

SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 25

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE | LLUSTRI QUS M LI TARY CAREER OF
MAJOR HOMRD RI CHARDSON OF JACKSON, M SS| SSI PPI .

WHEREAS, M ssissippi's contribution to the World War |
Nat i onal Monunent in Washington, D.C , has been nade to recognize
t he sacrifices and valor of servicenen such as Howard Ri chardson
of Jackson, M ssissippi, who was a decorated veteran serving
overseas in the European theatre of war; and

VWHEREAS, Howard Ri chardson was born in Louisville,

M ssi ssippi, the first of tw ns; and

WHEREAS, Ri chardson always wanted to fly; he began in the
civilian pilot training programin Starkville in 1941, then
enlisted in the United States Arny Air Corps on May 11, 1942; he
began flight training at Stanford, Texas; next to Sebring,
Florida, to learn to pilot a B-17 "Flying Fortress,” then to Salt
Lake City to forma 10-man crew for a B-47; follow ng team
training, Richardson and his new teamwent to Wchita, Kansas, to
take delivery of a brand new Flying Fortress, fly it across the
North Atlantic to Ireland, thence to Canbridge, England, to join
t he 385th Bonbing Group of the Eighth Air Force; and

WHEREAS, his first conmbat bonbing m ssion was flown on My
12, 1944, to attack Zw chau, and for nmany nonths of bonbi ng German
city targets, it was a hard and dangerous life; B-17 pilots were

expected to fly 25 m ssions over Gernmany which would conplete "a
conbat tour"; but the 25-m ssion tour was increased by Ceneral
Jimry Doolittle to 30 missions, and later to 35 m ssions by

General Ei senhower:; and
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VWHEREAS, he flew three m ssions over Berlin, three m ssions
over Munich, three m ssions to Merseberg in three days, and ot her
m ssions to Leipzig, Hamm Hanover, Wsserburg, Regensburg and
Hanbur g; Ri chardson conpleted his 35th conbat m ssion on August 11
in less than 90 days; and it was during this period when Howard's
pl ane receive its fanobus nane "M ssissippi Mss," because the
pl ane was hit many tinmes by eneny anti-aircraft fire and
Messersmtt fighter aircraft fire, but was never shot down.

(After World War 11 ended, the plane was flown across the Atlantic
and placed in storage in Tuscon, never to fly again. "M ssissipp
M ss" becanme spare parts); and

WHEREAS, after the surrender in April 1945, Richardson becane
a staff officer in the 4th Bonbing Wng at Burg St. Edmunds,

Engl and, but soon shifted to C-54 transport aircraft flying
personnel and cargo to Paris, then United States wounded from
Paris to the United States; and

WHEREAS, in the post World War |1 period, Richardson found
time to get his college degree at M ssissippi State and was
of fered and accepted a regular comm ssion in the Arnmy Air Corps;
in 1947, he becane involved in the Berlin airlift; he was now a
Major in the United States Air Force and his job was to seek and
approve other pilots for the Berlin airlift, but the next
assi gnment he sought was to fly the USAF "Pluni aircraft, the new,
si x-engi ne jet bonber of SAC, the B-47; many of the USAF
"practice" B-47 flights were flown from Honmestead Air Force Base
in Florida on pre-planned nucl ear weapon delivery training
m ssions across the North Pole to Russian targets, and it was on
one such simulated flight in a B-47 with a real 8,600 pound Mark
15 nucl ear weapon | oaded aboard which gave Ri chardson a probl em
necessitating the jettisoning of the weapon in order to save his
crew, and

WHEREAS, for his 31 years of active service, Howard

Ri chardson's awards were the Legion of Merit, the D stinguished
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Flying Cross with one Gak Leaf C uster,

Ar Medal with four QGak

Leaf Clusters, the Air Force Commendati on Ri bbon, and the

Presidential Unit G tation; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the

mlitary career of this true M ssissipp

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF

her o:

M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmmend the illustrious active

mlitary career of Major

Howar d Ri chardson of Jackson,

M ssi ssi ppi, and wi sh himcontinued success in his future

endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

presented to Howard Ri chardson and his famly,

avai l able to the Capitol

S. R No. 25
00\ SS02\ R1479
PAGE 3

Press Cor ps.

and be nmade



