M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Walls, Furniss, Horhn To: Rules
SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 5
1 A RESOLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE OF DELTA BLUES PERFORVER
2 WADE WALTON, SR, AND EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEGQ SLATURE.
3 VWHEREAS, Wade Walton, Sr., was born Cctober 10, 1923, in
4  Lunbardy, Sunflower County, M ssissippi, to the late M. Frank and
5 Lubertha V&l ton; and
6 VWHEREAS, "Wade," as he was known by nost, operated a barber
7 shop in O arksdale, Mssissippi, in the Issaquena and 4th Street
8 area fromMy 17, 1943 (about 55 years), until he departed this
9 |Ilife on Monday, January 10, 2000; and
10 VWHEREAS, "Wade" was one of the original Delta Blues pioneers,
11 having perfornmed with Ike Turner, Sonny Boy WIIianms, Mddy
12 Waters, Howling WIf, Gate Mouth More, and others; and
13 WHEREAS, in the early 1950's he nade |ive appearances on the
14 radio show of the first Black disc jockey in the State of
15 Mssissippi, his lifelong friend "Early" Wight of C arksdal e,
16 M ssissippi; and
17 VWHEREAS, in 1958 he rel eased a blues albumentitled "The
18 Blues of Wade Walton - Shake-'em On Down" which was recorded in
19 Bergen Field, New Jersey, and released in the United States,
20 Europe and Australia. He also nmade | ocal recordings at Stack
21 House Records on the Rooster Blues Label in O arksdal e,
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M ssi ssippi, during the late 1980's, entitled "Leaving 4th Street™
and "Razor Strap Boogie." Although "Wade," as nost people called
him received nunerous offers to travel and perform and entertain
the world over, could have traveled the world over as a bl ues
entertainer, he chose to operate all of his Iife fromhis barber
shop in O arksdale, Mssissippi. One of the highlights of getting
a haircut at Wade's Barber Shop was to be entertained by his
rendi ti ons of Rhythm & Blues rhythnms with the use of a razor and
strap, and "picking" the guitar and singing the blues; and

VWHEREAS, he becane nationally known for his barbering,
singing, picking the guitar, playing the harnonica and the nusi cal
razor strap; and

VWHEREAS, a very religious man, Wade Wil ton was responsibl e
for giving an encouraging word and precepts for life to nany, many
young people with whom he cane in contact that hel ped themto
beconme productive citizens, including, but not limted to, Senator
Johnnie E. Walls, Jr., the author of this resolution; and

VWHEREAS, during the late 1950's and 1960's Wade parti ci pated
inthe "Civil R ghts Movenent” with such notabl e people as his
friend, Dr. and State Representative Aaron E. Henry, Medgar Evers
and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., as well as making sure that they
had neat haircuts when in his presence; and

VWHEREAS, Wade will be m ssed by his many custoners, friends
and adm rers and nmourned by his surviving wife, Rose Wlton:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby commend the life of Delta Bl ues
performer Wade Walton, Sr., and express the synpathy of the
Legi sl ature on his passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Wade Walton, Sr., and be made avail abl e

to the Capitol Press Corps.

S. R No. 5
00\ SS02\ R661
PAGE 2



