M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Bl acknon, Frazier, Dearing, Bryan To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 667
(As Adopted by Senate)

1 A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON RECOGNI ZI NG THE | NAUGURAL CEREMONI ES
2 FOR DR RONALD MASON, JR., PRESI DENT OF JACKSON STATE UNI VERSI TY.
3 WHEREAS, Dr. Ronald Mason, Jr., assuned the presidency of

4 Jackson State University on February 1, 2000, bringing a wealth of
5 experience in higher education, comrunity devel opnent and | egal

6 issues; and

7 WHEREAS, at the tinme of his appointnent by the Board of

8 Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning, Dr. Mason was

9 serving as Executive Director for the Tul ane-Xavi er Nati ona

10 Center for the Urban Conmunity in New Ol eans, Louisiana; and

11 VWHEREAS, as founder and Executive Director of the

12 Tul ane- Xavi er Center, Dr. Mason coordinated the two universities
13 extensive involvenent in public housing, econom c devel opnent and
14 public education; and

15 WHEREAS, in this unique role, Dr. Mason oversaw t he recovery
16 for the housing authority, including the involvenent of Tul ane and
17 Xavier faculty, students and staff in devel opi ng nodel progranms to
18 stinulate resident self-sufficiency and to inplenment welfare

19 reformand wel fare-to-work prograns through the Tul ane- Xavi er
20 Canpus Affiliates Program and the Tulane Institute for Resident
21 Initiatives; and
22 WHEREAS, during his 18 years at Tulane, Dr. Mason served in
23 several capacities, including Senior Vice President and CGeneral
24 Counsel, and Vice President for Finance and Operations; and
25 WHEREAS, his acconplishments at Tul ane included establishing
26 the Tul ane- Xavi er-Loyola-Dillard Martin Luther King Wek for Peace
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and bringing to Tul ane the Am stad Research Center, one of the
nation's |argest collections of original docunents and art on the
experience of mnorities in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mason was the principal investigator on a grant
awar ded by the Ford Foundation to explore the issue of racismin
hi gher education with presidents of highly selective southern
universities, and spent six weeks in Kenya and Tanzani a, East
Africa, as Tulane's representative on the Louisiana Consortium for
Hi gher Education; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mason is involved in nunmerous public service
activities, including nmenbership on the follow ng boards: the
Sout hern Devel opnent Foundation, the University of Dayton and
First American Community Devel opnment Corporation; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mason is the recipient of the Mayors Medal of
Honor fromthe City of New Orleans and the Martin Luther King
Lifetime Achievemrent Award from Di || ard- Loyol a- Tul ane and Xavi er
Uni versities; and

WHEREAS, as President of Jackson State University, Dr. Mson
will serve on the Boards of the West Jackson Community Devel opnent
Corporation; Capital Center, Inc.; Jackson Medical WMall
Foundati on; M ssi ssippi Technol ogy; and the M ssi ssipp
Tel ecommuni cati ons Conference and Traini ng Center Conm ssion; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mason earned his BA and JD degrees from Col unbi a
University, and is also a graduate of the Harvard Institute of
Educati onal Managenent; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Mason is married to Belinda DeCuir Mason, and
has one daughter, Nia, and two sons, Jared and Kenan:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby recognize the inaugural cerenonies for Dr. Ronald
Mason, Jr., President of Jackson State University, to be held on
Cct ober 20, 2000, and w sh him success during his tenure.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
presented to Dr. Ronald Mason and made avail able to the Capitol

Press Cor ps.
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