M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Dearing, Blacknmon, Burton, Canon, To: Rules
Carlton, Carm chael, Chanberlin, Chaney,

D ckerson, Farris, Frazier, Furniss, Collott,
Gordon, Ham | ton, Harden, Harvey, Hewes,

Hor hn, Huggi ns, Hyde-Sm th, Johnson (38th),
Johnson (19th), Jordan, King, Kirby, Lee,
Little, Mettetal, Mchel, Mnor, Mffatt,
Nunnel ee, Posey, Robertson, Ross, Scoper,

Si mmons, Smith, Stogner, Tollison, Turner,
Wall's, White (29th), Wite (5th), WIIianson,
Dawki ns, Cuevas, Browni ng

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 642
(As Adopted by Senate)

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG JAMES | RVIN PALMER, JR.,
2 THE FORMER EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR OF THE M SSI SSI PPI DEPARTMENT OF

3  ENVI RONMENTAL QUALITY, FOR H' S DI STI NGUI SHED AND DEDI CATED SERVI CE
4 TO THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPl AND FOR HI'S MANY CONTRI BUTI ONS TO

5 ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON AND NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATI ON.

6 VHEREAS, Janes Irvin Palmer, Jr., the Executive Director of
7 the M ssissippi Departnent of Environmental Quality, recently

8 retired from M ssissippi state governnent after 26 years of

9 service; and

10 WHEREAS, Ji mry Pal mer was born on Decenber 17, 1946, in

11 Hattiesburg, M ssissippi, and was the son of the late Janes |

12 Palner, Sr., and Lena S. Pal mer of Wggins, Mssissippi; and

13 WHEREAS, in 1965, Jimry Pal mer graduated from John Rundel
14 Hi gh School in Grenada, M ssissippi, and furthered his education
15 at Mssissippi State University where he received a Bachel or of
16 Science degree in Cvil Engineering in 1970; and

17 WHEREAS, Ji mmry wor ked as an Engineering Aide with the

18 M ssissippi State H ghway Departnent in 1965; and

19 WHEREAS, while attending M ssissippi State University, he
20 worked in the Soils and Nucl ear Weapons Effects Division, United
21 States Arny Corps of Engi neers, Waterways Experinent Station in
22 Vicksburg, M ssissippi; and
23 WHEREAS, Ji mry Pal mer, upon graduation from M ssissippi State
24 University, worked as an Assistant Engineer with the M ssissipp
25 Public Service Conm ssion; and
26 WHEREAS, he worked as a Resource Pl anni ng Engi neer and then
27 as Director of Resource Planning with the M ssissippi Board of
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Wat er Conmi ssioners, a predecessor agency of the M ssissipp
Depart ment of Natural Resources; and

WHEREAS, in 1974, Jimry Pal mer entered | aw school at the
University of Mssissippi; in 1977, he graduated from | aw school
wi th honors; and

WHEREAS, upon his graduation fromlaw school, Jinmy entered
private legal practice with Gerald, Brand, Watters, Cox and
Hem eben in both Newton and Jackson, M ssissippi; and

WHEREAS, in 1980, Jimry Pal mer becane a Special Assistant
Attorney Ceneral under Attorney General Bill Allain; his area of
responsi bility included environnental and natural resource
protection issues, public utility regulation and |icensure of
pr of essi onal engi neers and | and surveyors; and

VWHEREAS, he becane Adm nistrative Assistant and Staff Counsel
to Governor Bill Allain in 1984; and

WHEREAS, Ji mmy assuned the position of Executive Director of
the Governor's Ofice of General Services in 1986; he was
responsi bl e for construction, renovation and repair of state-owned
bui |l di ngs, security in the Capitol Conplex, and managenent of the
state purchasi ng program and

WHEREAS, in 1987, Jimry Pal mer was appointed to serve as the
Executive Director of the M ssissippi Departnent of Natural
Resources, now known as the M ssissippi Departnent of
Environnental Quality; he served continuously as Executive
Director during the adm nistrations of Governor Bill Allain,
Governor Ray Mabus and Governor Kirk Fordice; he was responsible
for adm nistration and enforcenent of federal and state
envi ronnmental protection | aws; and

WHEREAS, Jimmy Palnmer is a registered professional engineer
in Mssissippi and is licensed to practice lawin all local, state
and federal courts; and

WHEREAS, Jimry Pal mer married Brenda Bridges on January 19,
1969; he and Brenda have three children, Lena Brice, Corey Leigh
and Janes Irvin, IIl; and

WHEREAS, Ji mry Pal mer has been instrunental in the
devel opnent and i npl enentati on of environnmental protection and

natural resources policy over the past 20 years; and
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WHEREAS, Ji mry Pal mer has been a distingui shed and dedi cat ed
public servant who has devoted 26 years of his life in service to
the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend James Irvin Palmer, Jr., for his
di stingui shed and dedi cated service to the State of M ssissipp
and for his many contributions to environnental protection and
natural resources conservation

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
provided to Janes Irvin Palner, Jr., and to nenbers of the Capitol

Press Cor ps.
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