M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Frazier, Ross To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 594
(As Adopted by House and Senate)

1 A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON COMVENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG MJRRAH
2 H GH SCHOOL FOR BEI NG LI STED AMONG THE TOP- RANKED PUBLI C SECONDARY
3 SCHOCLS IN THE NATI ON BASED UPON TEST SCORES.

4 WHEREAS, Murrah Hi gh School is anong the top ranked public

5 secondary schools in the nation for its high rate of graduates and
6 nunber of students who take advanced | evel college courses,

7 according to the current issue of Newsweek magazi ne, which lists

8 the Jackson school at No. 226 anong 472 public high schools across
9 the nation - Miurrah was the only M ssissippi high school to nake
10 the list; and

11 WHEREAS, public schools are ranked by a ratio of the nunber
12 of Advanced Pl acenent or International Baccal aureate tests taken
13 by all students at a school in 1999 divided by the nunber of

14 graduating seniors; and

15 WHEREAS, | ast year, 351 Advanced Pl acenent test were

16 admnistered at Murrah and the school had 250 graduati ng seni ors;
17 students who pass the college-level tests receive both high school
18 «credit and college credit if the college they attend accepts AP

19 credit; and
20 WHEREAS, this acknow edgnent is proof that students are
21 neeting the high standards that have been set at the school, where
22 students are also excelling academ cally because adm nistrators,
23 teachers, parents and students work as a teamto ensure students
24 receive a quality education; and
25 WHEREAS, Murrah is also the only public high school in
26 Jackson that has an Academic and Perform ng Arts Conpl ex program
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and

VWHEREAS, there are nine Advanced Pl acenent courses offered at
Murrah and 32 different AP classes are offered at high schools
t hroughout the state; in 1999, a total of 2,972 M ssissippi high
school students were enrolled in AP cl asses; and

VWHEREAS, the nationw de distinction should assure students at
Murrah they are being equipped with the necessary skills to
succeed anywhere; this illustrates the quality that exists in
public schools and it brings positive attention to public schools
that sonmetinmes the public m sses; and

WHEREAS, school districts realize what research is saying to
us, which is, it's not the rank in class or the grade point
average that predicts college success, it is how rigorous or
chal I enging a student's high school courses are that indicates
success; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we acknow edge this
national recognition for Miurrah Hi gh School which shows that
M ssi ssi ppi schools are offering a prem um educati on:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend and congratul ate Murrah H gh School in
Jackson, M ssissippi, for being |isted by Newsweek nmagazi ne anong
t he top-ranked public secondary schools in the nation based upon
test scores, and urge other public schools across the state to
replicate this honor.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
presented to Principal Karen WIlson of Murrah H gh School and
Superi nt endent Jayne Sargeant, and be nade available to the

Capitol Press Corps.
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