M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

Little, Kirby, Smth, Dawkins, Burton, To: Rules

Chaney, Frazier, Hyde-Smth, Turner, Gordon,
Jackson, Furniss, Sinmmons, Lee, Walls, Wiite
(29t h), Nunnel ee, Johnson (19th), Johnson
(38th), Cuevas, Bl acknon, Scoper
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 591
(As Adopted by House and Senate)

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON COMVENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG PATRI CK
COX, JR, OF PEARL, M SSI SSIPPlI, FOR EARNING THE "YES | CAN "
| NTERNATI ONAL HONOR RECOGNI ZI NG QUTSTANDI NG ACHI EVEMENTS OF
CH LDREN AND YOQUTH W TH DI SABI LI TI ES.

WHEREAS, Patrick Cox, Jr., of Pearl, a chanpion cutting-horse
rider, has been naned a recipient of the "Yes |I Can!" award, an
i nt ernational honor recognizi ng outstandi ng achi evenents of
children and youth with disabilities; and

WHEREAS, Patrick, 19, who is legally blind and wears a
hearing aid to conpensate for a severe to profound hearing | oss,
out of thousands of nominees fromthe United States, Canada and
Russia, is one of only 35 selected for the tribute this year by
t he Foundation for Exceptional Children; and

WHEREAS, he will receive the award in an April 7 cerenony in
Vancouver, British Colunbia, Canada, from"Yes | Can!" spokesnman
Neil Smth, an all-pro defensive end for the NFL's Denver Broncos;
and

WHEREAS, Cox was nom nated by M ssissippi Lieutenant Gover nor
Amy Tuck, a friend of the Cox famly, and Brenda Wagner, speci al
education director for Pearl public schools; and

WHEREAS, he entered formal conpetition for the first tine
| ess than two years ago, and has since won several awards in the
exacting cutting-horse conpetition, including Dixie National
events in Jackson; and

WHEREAS, Patrick saddles up with a Velcro seatbelt and wears

a cowboy hat pulled over a batting helnet to protect his head; the

helnmet is wired with voice-activated communi cators, enabling his
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trainer to tell himwhere to ride; the rider's refl exes nust be
i npeccabl e; and

WHEREAS, Patrick's next conpetition will be March 18, during
the National Cutting Horse Association's Chevy Trucks Eastern
Nat i onal Chanpi onships in Jackson; it will be his |ast appearance
in youth conpetition, his father said; thereafter he will conpete
as an adult; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
achi evenents of this remarkabl e young nman who has brought honor to
his community, his fellow disabled youth and to the State of
M ssi ssi ppi :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend and congratul ate Patrick Cox, Jr., of Pearl,
M ssi ssippi, for earning the "Yes | Can!" International Honor
recogni zi ng out standi ng achi evenents of children and youth with
disabilities, and wi sh himcontinued success in future
conpetitions and in all of his future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
presented to Patrick and his famly and be nmade avail able to the

Capitol Press Corps.
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