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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 587
(As Adopted by House and Senate)

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG
CHANCELLOR ROBERT " BOB" KHAYAT, ALL-SEC FOOTBALL AND BASEBALL
PLAYER AT OLE M SS AND NFL FOOTBALL PLAYER, UPON HI S | NDUCTI ON
| NTO THE M SSI SSI PPl SPORTS HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2000.

WHEREAS, the Jackson Touchdown C ub and M ssissippi Sports
Hal | of Fane unveiled the historic Cass of 2000 of the
M ssi ssi ppi Sports Hall of Fane, which features Robert Khayat, who
hails from Mdss Point, was an All-SEC football and baseball star
at de Mss, played for the Washi ngton Redskins, and now serves

his alman mater as chancell or; and

WHEREAS, his loyalty and devotion to the University of
M ssi ssippi athletic and academ c prograns has earned himthe
title of the "Man Who Never Forgot O e Mss,"” his full name is
Robert Conrad Khayat; after graduating from Moss Point High,
Khayat arrived at e Mss where he was a two-sport athlete,
pl ayi ng for renowned baseball coach Tom Swayze and | egendary
football coach John Vaught; he played both sports in a golden era
of Rebel athletics in the late 1950's, as the Rebel catcher,
Khayat hel ped lead O e Mss to back-to-back SEC chanpi onships in
1959 and 1960 as the baseball team conpiled a 40-9 record in two
years; he was a two-tinme All-SEC baseball player in 1959 and 1960
al ong with dianond teammat es Jake G bbs, Jame Howell, Billy Ray
Jones, and Larry WIIlians; Robert broke into the starting di anond
| i neup as a sophonore and he earned three letters in 1958, 1959
and 1960; his .350 batting average as a junior ranked second on

the team he smashed a grand sl am honme run in the third ganme of
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the SEC title series win over Georgia Tech to highlight a six-run
first inning as the Rebs won 11-7; in his senior baseball season,
he hit .326 as the Rebels won their second strai ght SEC crown and
put together a 17-game winning streak on the way to a final 22-3
mark and No. 5 national ranking; on the gridiron, Khayat played
tackl e and guard, but excelled as a place-kicker for Johnny
Vaught's best Rebel squads; in 1957, he nmade 8 of 10 extra points,
but was O for 1 in the field goal category; Khayat played in the
1958 Sugar Bowl and was three of four on P.A T.s as the Rebels
hooked t he Texas Longhorns by a total of 39-7; he honed his
kicking skills to perfection and |l ed the nation in scoring by a

ki cker in 1958 and 1959, the only player in school history to do
SO in consecutive seasons; playing in the days of one platoon
football wth [imted substitution, Robert flourished at kicking
as he ranks 9th on the all-time kick scoring list in Oe Mss

hi story with 82 points, making 55 extra points and 9 field goals;
in the 1958 season, he was 25 of 29 on extra points and 4 of 8 on
field goals for a total of 24 points; he kicked the only extra
point for the Rebs in their 7-3 Gator Bowl w n over Florida; he
scored 40 points in 1959, connecting on 25 extra points and 9
field goals; the 25 extra points rank 12th best all-tine at e

M ss; the 1959 team was voted "SEC Team of the Decade" and crushed
LSU in the famed 1960 Sugar Bowl rematch by a 21-0 score; during
Robert's days as a Rebel football player, Qe Mss had an overal
record of 28 wins, 4 |osses, and one tie; Khayat was sel ected as
an Academ c All - Arerican and Academ c All-SEC player in 1959; he
participated in many canpus activities including the YMCA, M C ub,
Om cron Delta Kappa Leadership Honors Fraternity, and several
others; he was voted Col onel Rebel by the student body, one of the
hi ghest honors at e Mss, and he was also elected to the Ae

M ss student Hall of Fame; his involvenent in the University's
Scholar's Programwas instrunmental in his life; followng his
col l ege career, he was the 6th pick by the C eveland Browns in the
NFL draft, who traded himalong wwth Francis OBrien to the
Redski ns for Sam Baker; he signed wth Washi ngton on April 25,
1960, and played in the Chicago All-Star game whi ch matched
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college all-stars against the NFL chanpions; from 1960 through his
final season in 1964, Khayat was a scoring star for the Redskins;
he played in 40 ganes, scoring 204 points; Khayat tied the
all-tinme Redskins record for nost field goals in a single gane as
he ki cked 4 agai nst the Dallas Cowboys on October 9, 1960, from

di stances of 15, 29, 10, and 38 yards; he was elected to the 1961
Pro Bowl for his kicking performance; in md-April 1961, he was
sidelined with a series of surgical operations beginning with an
emer gency appendectony; despite the nedical setback, he conpleted
his career with Washington as one of their top scorers; while
performng in the NFL, Khayat pursued his |aw degree at the de

M ss Law School, finishing third in his class and earning his
Juris Doctor in 1966; his days in professional sports behind him
Khayat imersed hinself into the | egal profession and entered
private practice in 1967 in Pascagoul a; he served as Mini ci pal
Court Judge for the City of Mdss Point and devel oped a unique
expertise in |local governnent law, in 1969, he was hired as a | aw
professor at the A e Mss Law School on the Oxford canpus; siX
years later in 1975, he re-entered private |l aw practice in Oxford
on | eave fromteaching until 1977, after returning to the

cl assroom Khayat pursued a Master's in Law degree; he took a

| eave of absence during the 1980-1981 academ c year to attend Yale
Law School on the prestigious Sterling Fellowship; earning his
master's in the fall of 1981, he returned to Oe Mss as a | aw
prof essor; Khayat held the Vice Chancell or post until 1989 when he
left Oe Mss to take over as the first President of the NCAA
Foundation in Mssion, Kansas; his duties with the NCAA invol ved
creating projects to fund schol arships for student athletes who
had exhausted their eligibility and still desired to earn their
under gr aduat e degrees; Khayat devel oped fell owships to all ow
student-athletes to have a career in sports adm nistration and

al so researched and found funding for a major drug education
program following a three-year stint in this | andmark NCAA
position, he returned to Oxford to teach | aw once again and served
as interimathletic director in the fall of 1994; during this

short term Khayat was the driving force in hiring former athletic
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director Pete Boone and fornmer head football coach Tommy
Tuberville; on July 1, 1995, Khayat was nanmed the University's
15th Chancellor; as CEO of Oe Mss, he oversees the Oxford
canpus, the University of M ssissippi Medical Center in Jackson,
and degree-granting centers in Sout hhaven and Tupel o; over the
years, Khayat has accunul ated a wealth of awards and honors;

| ocally, he has served as Oxford-Lafayette County Chanber of
Commerce President in 1973-1974 and was named Oxford's G tizen of
the Year; he received the Distinguished Anerican Award fromthe
Nat i onal Football Foundation in 1987 and 1989; Khayat was featured
in the 1987-1988 and 1988-1989 NFL year books for achieving success
after football and was cited as one of the NFL's best exanpl es of
an acconplished scholar-athlete; in 1993, Khayat was inducted into
the Oe Mss Athletic Hall of Fame and he was selected to the Qe
M ss Team of the Century (1883-1992) as pl ace-ki cker; Khayat was
honored by the NFL Alumi for his achievenents on and off the

pl aying field when he was presented with a prestigi ous Career

Achi evenmrent Award in March 1998; his professional nenberships are
an amazing blend that include the Board of Directors of the United
Sout hern Bank, The M ssissippi Bar, the Anerican Bar Associ ation,
the Board of Trustees of the M ssissippi Bar Foundation, the Lamar
Order Fundraising Society of the e Mss Law School, the Anerican
Trial Lawyers Association, and the M ssissippi Coomittee for the
Humani ties; his | eadership positions showase his dedication to
any project he undertakes; he was Chairman of the United Fund of
Oxford-Lafayette County First Drive in 1971, the Chairman of the
Court house Restoration Commttee for the Lafayette County
Courthouse in 1977, the President of the MO ub Al umi Chapter of
Oe Mss from 1970-1971, the Chairman of the Law Center Dedication
Comm ttee from 1978-1979, and served as President of the
Fel l owship of Christian Athletes, Adult Chapter in 1983; his

popul arity with students is | egendary; the Law School Student Body
chose himas the 1993-1994 Qutstandi ng Law Professor of the Year
and the school's M ssissippi Law Journal staff established a
scholarship in his nane in 1995; he is affiliated with St. Peter's

Epi scopal Church; Khayat is married to the former Margaret Denton
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of Menphis, Tennessee; they have two children, Margaret D. Khayat

Bratt, and Robert C Khayat, Jr.; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze this

outstanding athlete and public official who has brought honor to

his university and to the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF

M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That

we do hereby commend and congratul ate Chancel |l or Robert "Bob"

Khayat, All-SEC football and baseball player at Qe Mss and NFL

football player, upon his induction into the M ssissippi Sports

Hal | of Fame O ass of 2000, and wish himand his famly continued

success in all endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be

presented to Chancel |l or Khayat at induction cerenonies and be nade

avai lable to the Capitol Press Corps.
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