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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 586

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON RECOGNI ZI NG THE POSTHUMOUS | NDUCTI ON
OF BUTCH LAMBERT, SR, |INTO THE M SSI SSI PPI SPORTS HALL OF FAME
CLASS OF 2000.

WHEREAS, the Jackson Touchdown C ub and M ssissippi Sports
Hal | of Fame have unveiled the historic Cass of 2000 of the
M ssi ssippi Sports Hall of Fame with induction cerenonies to be
hel d on Friday, March 10, 2000, in Jackson; and

WHEREAS, the MSHOF O ass of 2000 features induction of the
| ate Butch Lanmbert, Sr., a native of Holcut, M ssissippi, who was
an outstandi ng SEC football official, State Tax Comm ssioner and

vet eran nenber of the House of Representatives, and whose sports
career is a matter of record:

But ch pl ayed every sport in high school and graduated from
| t awanba Agricul tural H gh School in Fulton in the war year of
1941; I|ike nost high school graduates at this tinme in M ssissippi,
Butch volunteered for mlitary duty and served in the U S. Navy
from 1943 t hrough 1946; he played center on the G eat Lakes
Nat i onal Servi ce Chanpi onship football team which was coached by
famed NFL Coach Paul Brown; on January 3, 1942, he married |lda
Yvonne GIlliland, who still resides in Tupelo; after |eaving the
service, Butch attended Qe Mss from 1946 through 1948 during the
arrival of Johnny Vaught and his staff in 1947; injured while
pl ayi ng center for the Rebels, Coach Vaught allowed Lanbert to
stay on the squad as a manager and he lettered in 1948 as a
manager/trai ner and was a nenber of the M C ub; he also served as
manager for the Rebel basketball team wupon graduation fromd e
M ss, Butch entered the coaching profession at Sout hwest Juni or

College in Summt where he was an assistant football coach and
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head basketball coach; in 1949, Butch returned hone to Fulton
where he was hired as the first head football coach and athletic
director of Itawanba Junior Coll ege; he al so coached the

basket bal | and basebal|l teans at |tawanba; while coaching at

| t awanba, Butch organized and coached in the first Little League
organi zation in the Fulton area; he coached Little League teans in
Tupel o for seven years; Lanbert remained in coaching until 1952
when he accepted a position as field representative for the

M ssi ssi ppi Tax Comm ssion; it was during this tinme period that
But ch becane certified as a football official for the fanmed

Sout heastern Conference; he was a |line judge in the SEC from 1953
t hrough 1982; Lanbert officiated in every position except for
referee in his SEC career; Butch also called SEC basketball ganes
for 20 years from 1953 through 1973; he was selected to officiate
in four NCAA Regi onal Tournanents; in 1956, Butch nmade anot her
career change as he was nanmed Director of Enployee Relations for
Rockwel | International in Tupelo and Jackson, Tennessee; during
his enployment with Rockwell, Butch devel oped into one of the best
football officials not only in the SEC, but in the nation; Lanbert
served as President of the SEC Football O ficials Association; he
was Chi ef Line Judge for the SEC in 1980-1981; Butch entered the
political arena in 1960 as he was elected to the House of
Representatives for Lee and |Itawanba Counties through 1964; he was
Lee County Representative from 1968 through 1980; Lanbert was

Chai rman of the powerful Ways & Means Conmttee from 1974 unti

his retirement after service as vice chairman of the comnmttee for
four years; in 1980, Butch was appointed by Governor WIIiam
Wnter to be the Comm ssioner of Revenue for the State of

M ssissippi and he retired fromthe State Legi sl ature and Rockwel |
to performthis task; Butch took on the job at a tinme when the Tax
Comm ssi on, the ABC (Al cohol Beverage Control) and Mtor Vehicle
Agenci es were conbi ned; Lanbert retired fromactive officiating in
1982, but served as an SEC Techni cal Advisor and O fici al
Supervisor until his death in 1985; he was selected to officiate
12 postseason ganes including the 1965 Sugar Bow as an alternate,

the 1968 Peach Bowl, the 1969 Bl uebonnet Bowl, the 1972 Liberty
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Bow , the 1973 Gator Bow, the 1975 Orange Bowl, the 1976 Gator
Bowl , the 1977 | ndependence Bow, the 1978 Gator Bowl, the 1980

Li berty Bow and back-to-back Orange Bow s in 1981 and 1982; of
the 12 bow games in which Butch had officiated, six of those
ganes were thrillers, decided by three points or |ess; he

of ficiated two national chanpi onship ganes, the 1975 Orange Bow
won by Notre Dane over Al abama 13-11 and the 1982 Orange Bow won
by C enson 22-15 over Nebraska; the 1982 Orange Bow was his final
bow gane and he retired after working the 1982 Senior Bow in
Mobi l e, Al abama, the 12th Seni or Bowl he worked in his career;
Butch's nost fanobus on-the-field nonent as an official happened on
Decenber 29, 1978, at the Gator Bow in Jacksonville, Florida,
when Ohio State Head Coach Wody Hayes punched a C enson player on
t he Buckeye sidelines; the Tigers had just intercepted a pass
sealing a 17-15 win for new C enson Head Coach Danny Ford when the
pl ay ended near Hayes on the OSU sidelines; in frustration for the
waywar d pass, Hayes threw a "haynmaker"” at a Cl enson player in
front of Butch, who penalized Chio State; Butch and the fiery
Buckeye nmentor woul d becone friends in |ater years; Coach Hayes
sent Butch a congratul atory telegramthat was read during the
cerenoni es nam ng M ssissippi Veteran's Menorial Stadiumin
Butch's honor; Butch's great reputation anong fellow officials and
numer ous col |l ege coaches is | egendary and he had a nati onal
reputation as an outstanding SEC official; for his |ong and

di stingui shed career in athletics, Butch received several unique
honors; he was the recipient of the Di stinguished Anerican Award
fromthe Central M ssissippi Chapter of the National Foot bal
Foundation and Hall of Fanme in 1980; followi ng his death in
January 1985, the field at M ssissippi Veteran's Menorial footbal
stadi um was nanmed the A C. Butch Lanbert Field on Cctober 12,

1985, at the gane between O e Mss and Georgia; he received an
addi tional posthunous honor in special dedication cerenonies on
Oct ober 8, 1994, when the new football stadium at |tawanba
Community College in Fulton was naned A . C. Butch Lanbert Stadium

i n August 1995, Butch received the first All-American Foundation

football officials award posthunously; the foundation established
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t he award now known as the Butch Lanbert Football Oficials Award
to annual ly honor football officials across the nation for

out st andi ng performance in college and professional football;
Butch and his wife, Yvonne, are the parents of four children:

Vi cki Lanbert M xon of Jackson; Any Lanbert of Jackson; Scott
Lanbert of Orlando, Florida;, and Butch Lanbert, Jr., of Jackson;

and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the nmenory

of our forner colleague, who brought honor to the State of

M ssissippi on the playing field and in the halls of the New

Capi t ol :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF

M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That

we do hereby recogni ze the Post hunous | nduction of Butch Lanbert,

Sr., into the Mssissippi Sports Hall of Fanme O ass of 2000, and

send the Legislature's respect and admration of himto his famly

on this occasion.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be

presented to the famly of Butch Lanbert, Sr., at induction

cerenoni es and be nmade available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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