M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Mchel, Gordon, Smith, Frazier, Kirby, To: Rules
Farris, Mettetal, Little, Hamlton, Burton,
Deari ng
SENATE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 584
(As Adopted by House and Senate)

1 A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON COMVENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG ALL- PRO
2 DEFENSI VE END AND OKOLONA NATI VE JACK GREGORY UPON HI'S | NDUCTI ON
3 INTO THE M SSI SSI PPl SPORTS HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2000.

4 WHEREAS, the Jackson Touchdown C ub and M ssissippi Sports

5 Hall of Fanme have unveiled the historic Cass of 2000 which

6 features Jack Gegory, the Ckolona native who played at Delta

7 State and was an All-Pro defensive end for the C evel and Browns

8 and New York G ants; and

9 WHEREAS, Jack Gregory is one of the all-tinme defensive ends
10 in professional football who played for the NFL's C evel and Browns
11  and New York G ants; born in Tupelo and raised in Okol ona, Earl

12 Jackson Gregory, Jr., was a 4-year football letterman at Okol ona
13 H gh School from 1958 through his graduation in 1962; |ike so many
14 athletes of his era, Jack played on the football and basketball

15 teans and was a nenber of the track squad; he was an Al l-Tonbi gbee
16 Conference player on the gridiron and the basketball court in

17 1962, his senior season; he received the Sportsmanship Award in

18 1961 for his football activities and he was a nenber of the first
19 kol ona Hi gh School track teamto win the Tonbi gbee Conference

20 neet and a District title in 1962; although he only participated
21 in track in his senior year, Jack was active in the shot put,

22 relay and high junp events; he finished first in the shot put in
23 the conference finals, second in the District, and fourth place in
24 the state chanpionship neet; follow ng graduation, Jack |eft

25 (Okolona and arrived at the University of Chattanooga, where he

26 played tight end and defensive end from 1962 t hrough 1965; he was
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an Honorable Mention All-Anerican for the UTC Moccasins in 1965;
Jack was drafted by two professional football teans as a future
junior: in the 9th round of a special NFL draft by the C evel and
Browns and by the AFL's Buffalo Bills. Instead of entering the
pro-football draft wars, he transferred to Delta State, where he
again played tight end and defensive end plus used his skills at

I i nebacker; Gregory set a Statesnmen school record in 1966 by

gai ning 557 yards on pass receptions at the tight end position; as
a nenber of the Delta State track team he broke another record by
taking first place in the shot put in the 1966 Sout hwestern

I nvitational Tack Meet in Menphis; he began his pro-footbal

career with the C evel and Browns, the team his father, Jack
Gregory, Sr., played guard for in the 1940's; nicknanmed "Bi g Jack"
in the pros, Gegory was a dom nating defensive end in the NFL
after he spent two years |earning the ropes, Jack energed as an
Al -Pro player; performng for the | egendary Bl anton Collier,
Gegory led a swarm ng C evel and defense; at 6'-5", 250 pounds,
Jack showed he had a knack for the |inebacker position with his

si ze and speed; he spent the first two seasons at defensive end or
tackl e and was excellent in pass rushing situations; Jack usually
had to catch up in the sunmer Browns' canp in his early days as he
took time out to serve the M ssissippi National Guard at Canp

Shel by; he served in the Guard a total of six years from 1967

t hrough 1973 in the 223 Engi neering Battalion, Conpany C, in

kol ona; succeedi ng Browns standout Bill dass on the right side
of the line in 1968, Jack becane one of the best quarterback
sackers in the | eague who could stop the run with equal ability;
he had an outstanding year in 1969 and was selected for the Pro
Bowl along with 7 other Browns teammates: @B Bill Nelson, WR Pau
Warfield, RB Leroy Kelly, center Fred Hoaglin, tackle Walt

Johnson, LB Ji m Houston, and MSHOF nenber and fornmer A e Mss
guard CGene Hickerson; for his performance on and off the field in
1969, the Okol ona Chanber of Commerce honored himw th an

appreci ation award; Jack said that being naned to the Pro Bow was
one of the happiest days of his |life; he played for the East in

the game played in Los Angeles on January 4, 1970; G egory
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followed up his pro bow year by being naned the Stan Cofall Award
w nner as the Qutstandi ng Defensive Player of the Year presented
by the C evel and Touchdown C ub; one of Jack's nore gratifying
monments of his career happened in the Browns' opener of the 1970
season agai nst the New York Jets when Gregory sacked QB Joe Nanmath
in the first ABC Monday N ght football ganme ever aired; it was
not hi ng personal as Jack said that Broadway Joe represented one of
the best QB's in the business; after the sack, Jack said: "I
waited a long, long tine for that"; Jack was tutored at C evel and
by defensive |line coach and NFL Hall of Fanmer Di ck Modzel ewski ;
during the off season, Jack operated a farmin Ckol ona where he
rai sed cotton, soybeans, hay, cattle and quarter horses; Gegory's
first stint with the Browns lasted from 1967 through 1972 when he
pl ayed out his option contract with C eveland; rejecting offers
fromthe Browns' nanagenent, Jack made history by becom ng the
first Ceveland player to becone a free agent; after negotiating
wi th the Washi ngton Redskins, the Mam Dol phins, the New Ol eans
Saints plus a teamin the Canadi an Football League, G egory inked
a deal with the New York G ants; in exchange for signing Jack, the
G ants had to conpensate the Browns and gave up their first two
picks in the 1973 NFL draft; Jack becane an instant defensive star
in the Big Apple, playing for the next 7 seasons; in 1972, Jack
had his finest season by |eading the NFL in quarterback sacks with
21 and he was runner-up to NFL Defensive Player of the Year

honors; he finished second in the balloting for the MP award in
the | eague; the New Jersey G ant Fan C ub awarded himtheir MP
award and he was presented the Phil King Menorial Award by the

G ants organi zation; Jack was naned first team Al l -NFL by UPI and
the Pro Football Witers and he appeared in his second Pro Bow ;
he toured Vietnamon a USO Tour in February 1972, and received a
certificate of appreciation for "Contribution to Mrale and
Welfare of the U.S. and other MIlitary Forces in the Republic of

Vi et nan'; Jack received this award from General Creighton W
Abrans of the U S. Arny at the U S. MIlitary Assistance Command
post in Saigon; he was also |listed as one of the nost Qutstanding

Men of America in 1972; Gegory energed as the captain of the
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G ants defense for 5 seasons in New York; after another solid year
in 1974, Jack played in his third Pro Bow; in the 1975 season,
Jack again had the nost quarterback sacks on the team and was
named the G ants' MP and Defensive Player of the Year; through
Ssi X seasons, Gegory had a total of 73 quarterback sacks, one of
the leading totals in the | eague during this era of fantastic pass
rushers; during his playing days in the NFL, durable Jack only

m ssed 4 ganes: the last 3 ganes of the year in 1976 when he sat
out due to a knee injury and one exhibition gane; he scored his
only touchdown in a pro gane in 1977, when he scooped up a funble
and ran it 38 yards into the end zone in a pre-season gane agai nst
his old team the Browns; he had another banner year in 1977 as he
racked up a Gants teamrecord 91 tackles with 32 sol os, 59
assists and 9 B sacks; follow ng the 1977 canpai gn, Jack once
agai n becane a free agent and wei ghed his option for signing with
anot her NFL team he eventually cane to terns wwth the G ants

t hrough the 1979 season; Jack inked his new contract at G ants

St adi um before the show ng of the Gant's highlight filmfor 1977
entitled "Striving for the Goal"; Jack played his 13th and fi nal
season of pro football in 1979 at his old stonping grounds in

Cl evel and; his nunbers for B sacks in a career rank anong the
best in the annals of the NFL record book; in the all-time records
of the G ants, Jack ranks 6th with 65 sacks in his 6 seasons
behi nd New York greats Lawence Taylor, Jim Katcavage, George
Martin, Leonard Marshall and Andy Robustelli; he is second on the
Browns B sack | eaders for a season, trailing the man he repl aced,
Bill dass, by only half a sack with 14 in 1970; already deeply
involved in his comunity, Jack returned honme after his pro
football career and established hinself as a superb citizen; the
State of M ssissippi recognized Jack for his acconplishnents in
1978 in House Concurrent Resolution No. 67, which conmmended
Gregory for his pro football playing career; in the sanme year, on
August 4-5, kol ona held an Appreciation Day Festival honoring
Jack; "Big Jack" is no stranger to Hall of Fanme induction as he
was enshrined into the Delta State Sports Hall of Fame in 1985 and

named to the All-tinme Kappa Al pha Fraternity Alumi Pro Foot bal
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Hal | of Fame; Jack is nost noted in Mssissippi charity circles
for his incredible devotion of tinme and talent to the Easter
Seals; he participated in the Easter Seal Telethon from 1975

t hrough 1991; Jack was nanmed to the National Easter Seal Sports
Council in 1978 and was a M ssissippi Easter Seal Famly in 1979;
he served as President of the Easter Seal Board of Directors in
1988; from 1978 through 1984, Jack organi zed and hosted the Jack
Gregory Easter Seal Rodeo, which gathered contributions of over
$40, 000. 00; since 1980, Jack has co-hosted the Easter Seal
telethon along with W.BT-TV' s weat herman Whody Asaaf; the pair
have raised mllions of dollars through their time and efforts;
Jack was honored in 1990 with an Easter Seal Reception for 15
years of service to the Easter Seal Society and the Tel ethon; the
M ssi ssi ppi House of Representatives in House Resolution No. 34
recogni zed G egory for his Easter Seal endeavors; one year |ater,
in 1991, Jack was honored at the Easter Seal National Convention
with an award for the | ongest service by a professional athlete in
Anerica as a telethon host; followi ng his football career, Jack
has led a diversified Iife in the business world, balancing his
time wwth his charity work and farm ng chores; he served as a
scout for the Denver Broncos for 3 years and was a tal ent scout
for the Ed Keaty Fi nancial Managenent Corporation; a well-known
auctioneer, Jack worked for the Yokley & Lundy Auction Conpany out
of Bel zoni and the Dewitt Auction Conpany from Si keston, M ssouri;
he was the Founder, Vice President, R ng Master and Auctioneer for
t he Rebel Auction Conpany; he is the President of Jack G egory,
Jr., Enterprises, a furniture conpany, and he remains active as a
cattl eman; Jack has been Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Associ ation of Supervisors in Jackson since 1993; an "Ckol ona

I con,"” Jack maintains nenbership in the Okol ona Presbyterian

Church, the Ckol ona Country C ub and the Okol ona Anerican Legion:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF

M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
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168 we do hereby comrend and congratul ate All-Pro Defensive End and

169 Ckol ona native Jack Gregory upon his induction into the

170 M ssissippi Sports Hall of Fane Cass of 2000, and wi sh him

171 continued success in his future endeavors.

172 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be

173 presented to Jack Gegory and his famly at induction cerenonies

174 and be nmade available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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