M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Turner, Ham Iton To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 580
(As Adopted by House and Senate)

1 A CONCURRENT RESCOLUTI ON TO COMVEND ANDREW LARK, JR., UPON THE
2 OCCASION OF H'S RECEI PT OF A 2000 GOVERNOR S AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE
3 |IN THE ARTS.

4 WHEREAS, at age 36, Andrew Lark, Jr., is already making

5 headlines for his innovative approach to teaching visual arts at
6 Starkville H gh School; and

7 WHEREAS, in 1999, his students received nore gold nedals than
8 any other school or school district has ever received in the

9 history of the M ssissippi Regional Scholastic Art Conpetition;
10 and

11 WHEREAS, 22 of his students received gold nedals, and two of
12 the five American Vision Awards for best of show went to

13 Starkville H gh students; and

14 VWHEREAS, M. Lark has said that he instills in his students
15 +the idea that their creation is not a project, but a work of art,
16 and that, in his classroom students are treated as artists; and
17 WHEREAS, his expectations of his students are high, and they
18 respond to his high expectations with growth as artists; and

19 WHEREAS, it is M. Lark's philosophy that art is a powerful
20 tool, and that, while creativity cannot be taught, a teacher can
21 unlock his students' creativity; and
22 WHEREAS, reachi ng beyond the regular classroom M. Lark has
23 taught art to children as coordinator for the "Artist Is In"
24 programin Itta Bena, where he taught photography to the | ocal
25 youth in a sunmer session; and
26 WHEREAS, he al so served as a counselor at the Leflore County
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Juvenil e Report Center in G eenwod, where he started a project
provi di ng del i nquent boys with art-related job skills, the program
provi ng so powerful that sone of the participants were inspired to
attend coll ege and pursue a career in art; and

WHEREAS, M. Lark continues his work with his students during
sumer vacation, voluntarily providing the guidance and
encour agenment they need to develop their artistic talents and
skills; and

WHEREAS, he al so invol ves donors fromacross the country who
recogni ze his resourceful ness as a visual arts educator and who
support his work in the classroomw th a constant flow of generous
donations of art materials and equi pnent; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of this Legislature to recognize
and comrend the dedication of such an outstandi ng educat or, who
has devoted uncounted hours and unceasi ng energy for the
betternment of his students:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend M. Andrew Lark, Jr., upon his receipt of the
Arts Education Award of the 2000 Governor's Awards for Excellence
in the Arts.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

presented to M. Lark and to Starkville H gh School .
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