M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Dearing To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 566
(As Adopted by Senate)

1 A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON COMVENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG TONY

2 BYRNE OF NATCHEZ, M SSI SSI PPI, FOR H S OQUTSTANDI NG ATHLETI C

3 RECOGNI TION I N BEI NG VOTED M SS-LOU ATHLETE OF THE CENTURY

4 WHEREAS, Tony Byrne, who was el ected Mayor of Natchez,

5 Mssissippi, in 1968 and held that office until 1988, nmade

6 football fields, basketball courts and football fields around

7 Mssissippi his own playground, setting state records in basebal

8 and basketball at Natchez H gh School; and

9 WHEREAS, because of his acconplishnments in the 1950's, WMayor
10 Byrne was voted M ss-Lou Athlete of the Century by popul ar vote of
11 the readers of the Natchez Denocrat; and

12 WHEREAS, Tony Byrne was grace personified on the hardwood, as
13 well as the gridiron, which is why he was All Big Eight in both
14 sports while royally entertaining crowds playing both sports at

15 Natchez Hi gh School; and

16 WHEREAS, Byrne is the only person to win a scoring title in
17 football and basketball in the fornmer Big Ei ght Conference, which
18 was conprised of all of the big schools in Mssissippi: in 1953,
19 Byrne tallied 192 points in football, scoring a record 32
20 touchdowns as a senior, and in 1954, as a basketball senior he |ed
21 Natchez to its second straight | eague chanpi onship, scoring a
22 record 716 points; and
23 WHEREAS, when Tony set the new Big Ei ght Conference standard
24 for single-season touchdowns in 1953, he rushed for 781 yards on
25 touchdown runs alone (that's 24.4 yards per touchdown); he scored
26 4 touchdowns in 6 different ganmes; he had 16 scoring runs of 20
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yards or nore; he had 11 scoring runs of 30 yards or nore; he
averaged 180 yards per gane; on the season he had 1802 yards in 10
ganes (that was 1170 yards rushing on 130 runs for a 9-yard
average); obviously the 1953 football season was very special and
exciting for Natchez H gh School fans; and

WHEREAS, Tony Byrne's basketball exploits are al so | egendary;
he set a new Bi g Ei ght Conference single-gane scoring standard of
42 points and set a season scoring record of 716 points in a
chanpi onshi p basket ball season; and

WHEREAS, Tony pl ays excellent tennis in his retirenent years,
and says he appreciates nore now the acconplishnents he and his
t eanmat es achi eved; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze this
i ndi vi dual, whose intense athleticismand civic pride brought
honor to his school, his community and to the State of
M ssi ssi ppi :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend and congratul ate Tony Byrne of Natchez,
M ssi ssippi, for his outstanding athletic recognition in being
voted M ss-Lou Athlete of the Century, and wi sh himsuccess in al
his future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
presented to Mayor Tony Byrne and be nmade avail able to the Capitol

Press Cor ps.
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