M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Farris, King, Hyde-Smith, WIIianson, To: Rules
Dawki ns

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 547
(As Adopted by Senate)

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG THE

2 UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN M SSI SSI PPI GOLDEN EAGLES FOOTBALL TEAM FOR
3 | TS OQUTSTANDI NG 1999 SEASON AND | MPRESSI VE VI CTORY I N THE 1999

4 LI BERTY BOWL.

5 WHEREAS, defense wi ns chanpi onshi ps, and the University of

6 Southern M ssissippi's 1999 CGol den Eagl es Football team s defense
7 shut down Colorado State University in the 1999 Liberty Bow

8 resulting in a 23-17 victory which was the cul mnation of a season
9 wth the highest final ranking in school history;

10 VWHEREAS, here are the achi evenents of the Southern

11 M ssissippi Football Teamin 1999:

12 Coach Jeff Bower was nanmed the Conference USA Coach

13 of the Year for the second tine;

14 Adal i us Thomas was named Conference USA' s Def ensive

15 Player of the Year for the second strai ght season and

16 has been naned to six All-Anmerican teanms in 1999;

17 The Gol den Eagl es pl aced five players on Conference USA' s

18 First Team (Shederick Bl acknon, Cedric Scott, Adalius Thomas, T.J.
19 Sl aughter and Leo Barnes); six players on Conference USA' s Second
20 Team (Derrick N x, Sherrod G deon, Todd Pi nkston, DeQuincy Scott,
21 Ty Trahan, Terrance Parrish) and five players on Conference USA s
22 Al -Freshman Team (Zeb Landers, Torrin Tucker, Buck Mciotto, Joe
23 Henley and Jereny Bridges);
24 Sout hern M ss quarterback Jeff Kelly finished the year with
25 21 touchdown passes whi ch was second behind Lee Roberts and ahead
26 of Brett Favre on the USM single season |ist;
27 Southern Mss finished the bowl season with its highest final
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ranki ng in school history at No. 13 in the ESPN USA Today Coaches
Top 25 Pol | ;

Sout hern M ss running back Derrick N x becanme the first
sophonore in Southern Mss history to rush for 1,000 or nore yards
in his first two seasons. He is only the second USM runni ng back
to record consecutive 1,000 yard seasons;

Sout hern M ss w de receiver Sherrod G deon finished his
Gol den Eagl e career as the school's | eader in receptions (193),
recei ving yardage (3,215) and touchdown receptions (30);

Sout hern M ss' Adalius Thonmas is the school's all-tinme |eader
in quarterback sacks with 34.5;

Sout hern M ss' defense held No. 2 ranked Nebraska to its
| onest yardage out put since the 1993 season and held the Huskers
to eight first downs, their |owest total since the 1968 season

Sout hern M ss was named the USA Today Team of the Wek after
t he Gol den Eagl es' 39-22 victory over No. 16 East Carolina on
Cct ober 9;

Sout hern M ss was perfect at home this season with a 5-0
record;

Sout hern M ss had six players naned Conference USA Pl ayer of
t he Week during the season: Roy Magee, T.J. Sl aughter, Leo
Bar nes, Adal ius Thomas, Ty Trahan and Brant Hanna;

Sout hern M ss' defense finished the year ranked eighth in the
nation in total defense;

Adal i us Thomas was nanmed the Liberty Bow's Mst Val uabl e
Pl ayer and the game's Most Val uabl e Def ensive Player, while
guarterback Jeff Kelly was named the Liberty Bowl O fensive MWP

Sout hern Mss is sending a school record five players to play
in the Del chanmp's Senior Bowl, college football's nost prestigious
all -star ganme. Those players are Adalius Thonmas, Todd Pi nkston,
Terrance Parrish, Sherrod G deon and T.J. Sl aughter
Adal i us Thomas was named the Bronko Nagurski National Defensive

Pl ayer of the Wek for his performance on Cctober 23 agai nst
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G nci nnati ;

Sout hern Mss won its third Conference USA Chanpi onship in
f our seasons;

Sout hern Mss played in its third consecutive bow gane, a
school record for consecutive bow appearances;

Sout hern M ss inproved to a perfect 2-0 in the Liberty Bow ;
and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze this
tal ented group of student athletes who have brought great honor to
their university, their community and to the State of M ssi ssippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend and congratul ate the University of Southern
M ssi ssi ppi Gol den Eagl es Football Teamfor its outstanding 1999
season and inpressive victory in the 1999 Liberty Bow, and w sh
this team and these athletes continued success in their future
academ c, athletic and |ife endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
presented to Coach Jeff Bower and the 1999 Col den Eagl es Foot bal
Team and that copies be forwarded to the President of the
Uni versity of Southern M ssissippi and the Board of Trustees of
Institutions of Hi gher Learning and be nade available to the

Capitol Press Corps.
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