M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000
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Ross To: Constitution

SENATE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 541

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON PROPOSI NG TO AMEND THE M SSI SSI PP
CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1890 BY AMENDI NG SECTI ON 140 AND REPEALI NG
SECTI ONS 141 AND 142 TO PROVI DE THAT THE PERSON RECEI VI NG THE
MAJORI TY OF VOTES FOR THE OFFI CE OF GOVERNOR AT THE CGENERAL
ELECTI ON SHALL BE DECLARED ELECTED;, |F NO PERSON RECEI VES A
MAJORITY OF THE VOTES, TO PROVI DE FOR A RUN- OFF ELECTI ON BETWEEN
THE TWDO PERSONS RECEI VI NG THE H GHEST NUMBER OF VOTES; TO ABOLI SH
THE REQUI REMENT THAT THE GOVERNOR BE ELECTED BY VOTE OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES | F NO PERSON RECEI VES BOTH A MAJORI TY OF THE
POPULAR VOTE AND A MAJORI TY OF THE ELECTORAL VOTES; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T RESOLVED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That the followi ng anendnents to the M ssissipp
Constitution of 1890 are proposed to the qualified electors of the
st at e:
l.
Amend Section 140, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, to read
as foll ows:

Section 140. The Governor of the state shall be el ected by

the people in a general election to be held on the first Tuesday

after the first Monday of Novenber of A D. 2003, and on the first
Tuesday after the first Monday of Novenber in every fourth year

thereafter. * * * The person receiving a majority of the nunber

of votes cast in the election for the office shall be decl ared

elected * * *,

S C R No. 541
00\ SS02\ R890
PAGE 1



26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

|f no person receives a npjority of the votes, then a run-off

el ection shall be held three (3) weeks after the general election

bet ween the two (2) persons who received the highest nunber of

votes. The election shall be held in the sane manner and in

accordance with the sane procedure, as nearly as practicable, as

provided by law for a general election. The candi date who

receives a mpjority of the votes in the run-off election shall be

decl ared el ect ed.

.

Amend the M ssissippi Constitution of 1890 by repealing
Section 141 which reads as foll ows:

Section 141. If no person shall receive such nmgjorities,
then the House of Representatives shall proceed to choose a
Governor fromthe two (2) persons who shall have received the
hi ghest nunber of popul ar votes. The election shall be by viva
voce vote, which shall be recorded in the journal, in such manner
as to show for whom each nenber voted.

[,

Amend the M ssissippi Constitution of 1890 by repealing
Section 142 which reads as follows:

Section 142. In case of an election of Governor or any state
of ficer by the House of Representatives, no nmenber of that House
shall be eligible to receive any appointnment fromthe Governor or
other state officer so elected, during the termfor which he shal
be el ect ed.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That these proposed anmendnents shal
be submtted by the Secretary of State to the qualified electors
at an election to be held on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday of Novenber 2000, as provided by Section 273 of the
Constitution and by general law, with the amendnents in this

resol uti on being voted on as one (1) anendnent since the proposed
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anendnents pertain to one (1) subject.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the explanation of this proposed
anendnent for the ballot shall read as follows: "This proposed
constitutional anmendment provides that the person who receives a
majority of the popular vote for Governor at the general election
shall be declared elected. |[If no person receives a ngjority, then
a run-off election between the two persons receiving the highest
nunber of votes will be held three weeks |later. The anendnent
abol i shes the requirenent that the Governor be elected by vote of
t he House of Representatives if no candi date receives both a
majority of the popular vote and a ngjority of the el ectoral
votes."

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Attorney General of the
State of M ssissippi shall submit this resolution, imediately
upon adoption by the Legislature, to the Attorney General of the
United States or to the United States District Court for the
District of Colunbia, in accordance with the provisions of the

Voting R ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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