M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

SENATE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 539

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON CREATI NG A JO NT STUDY COW TTEE TO
STUDY AND MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS CONCERNI NG THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF
OUT- PATI ENT CLINICS I N THE RURAL AREAS OF M SSI SSI PPl FORMERLY
SERVED BY STATE CHARI TY HOSPI TALS OR COMVUNI TY- OANED HOSPI TALS
VH CH HAVE CLOSED; TO DI RECT THE JO NT COW TTEE TO MAKE A WRI TTEN
REPORT OF | TS FI NDI NGS AND RECOVMENDATI ONS BEFORE DECEMBER 1,

2000; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

~No o~ wWDNPRE

(o]

VWHEREAS, on July 1, 1989, the South M ssissippi State

9 Hospital at Laurel, Kuhn Menorial State Hospital at Vicksburg and
10 the Matty Hersee Hospital at Meridian were closed by act of the
11 Legislature; and

12 VWHEREAS, M ssissippi's health care population is unique in
13 that 20% of our population is on Medicaid, with another 20%

14  uninsured; and

15 VWHEREAS, M ssissippi is also unique in the structure and

16 resource of our health care system we have only one teaching

17 hospital, and the state has fewer primary care physicians for its
18 population than any other state; and

19 VWHEREAS, persons who are uni nsured or underinsured tend to
20 delay seeking health care until their health probl em becones so
21 severe that they nust obtain treatnent usually in a hospital

22 energency room and this delay in seeking care and the use of the

23 energency room both cause treatnent costs to be nuch higher than
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if the nedical care could be provided early and in a nore
appropriate outpatient setting; and

VWHEREAS, these excessive costs are passed on through cost
shifting to others who pay their medical bills, and this cost
shifting results in higher insurance prem uns and deducti bl es for
the State of M ssissippi and the private sector; and

WHEREAS, for these reasons it is inportant for M ssissippians
to devel op proposals for the devel opnment of a rural outpatient
clinic access systemin M ssissippi, keeping in mnd our unique
needs:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
a special joint study and oversight conmttee is created to Study
and make Recommendati ons Concerning t he Establishnent of
Qut-Patient Cinics in Underserved Rural Areas of the State and to
reconmend a funding source for such clinics. The joint commttee
shal | be conposed of the Chairman of the Senate Public Health and
Wl fare Comm ttee, the Chairman of the House Public Health and
Vel fare Conmttee, the Chairnman of the Senate Appropriations
Comm ttee, the Chairnman of the House Appropriations Comrittee, one
(1) menber of the public and one (1) nmenber who is a health care
provi der to be appointed by the Lieutenant Governor, one (1)
menber of the public and one (1) nenber who is a health care
provi der to be appointed by the Speaker of the House and one (1)
menber of the public and one (1) nenber who is a health care
provi der to be appointed by the Governor.

Wthin fifteen (15) days after sine die adjournnment of the
2000 Regul ar Session of the Legislature, the Lieutenant Governor,
Speaker and the Governor shall appoint the nenbers of the
commttee. After the nenbers are appointed, the joint commttee

shall nmeet on a date designated by the Governor in Jackson
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M ssi ssippi, to select a chairman, organi ze the commttee and
establish rules for transacting its business and keepi ng records.
An affirmative vote of a mpgjority of the nenbers shall be
required in the adoption of rules, resolutions and reports. Al
menbers of the joint commttee shall be notified in witing of al
regul ar and special neetings of the commttee, which notices shal
be mailed at |east five (5) days before the dates of the neetings.

The joint commttee may establish any subconmmttees that it
deens desirable to study and report to the conmttee with respect
to any matter that is within the scope of this resolution.

The joint conmttee shall make a witten report of its
findings and recomendations, and shall mail copies of the report
to each nenber of the Legislature not |ater than Decenber 1, 2000.

In carrying out the provisions of this resolution, the joint
commttee may utilize the services, facilities and personnel of
all departnents, agencies, offices and institutions of the state,
including the state universities and the community and juni or
colleges. In particular, the joint conmttee shall consult with
the Division of Medicaid, and the Division of Medicaid shal
cooperate with the conmttee and provide the conmttee with any
i nformation and ot her assistance requested by the commttee. The
joint commttee may consult and seek advice fromvarious groups in
the state in order to understand the effect of any existing | aws
or any changes in | aw being considered by the commttee.

For attending neetings of the joint commttee, each nmenber
shal | be paid per diem conpensation in the anount authorized by
Section 25-3-69 and a m | eage all owance and an expense al |l owance

in the anmount authorized by Section 5-1-47. Legislative nenbers
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shall be paid fromthe contingent expense fund of the nenber’'s
respecti ve house, and nonl egi sl ative nmenbers shall be paid from
funds nade avail abl e by appropriation of the Legislature for the
pur pose of this resolution. However, no per diem conpensation,

m | eage al | owance or expense allowance shall be paid for attending
nmeetings of the joint conmttee while the Legislature is in
session, and no per diem conpensation, mleage allowance or
expense all owance shall be paid w thout prior approval of the

proper conmittee in the nmenber's respective house.
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