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SENATE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 536

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE OF DR WALTER
WASHI NGTON, WHO SERVED AS PRESI DENT OF ALCORN STATE UNI VERSI TY
FROM 1969 TO 1994, AND EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEGQ SLATURE

VWHEREAS, Dr. Walter Washington, a native of Hazl ehurst,
M ssi ssi ppi, pioneer educator and retired President of Alcorn
State University, who devoted a quarter-century of |eadership to
the historically black university in Lorman, M ssissippi, passed
away on Decenber 1, 1999; and

VWHEREAS, follow ng a dozen years as President of then Ui ca
Juni or Coll ege, Dr. Washington served as Alcorn State University's
presi dent for 25 years before retiring in 1994; and

VWHEREAS, he received his bachelor's degree from Tougal oo
Coll ege, his master's degree fromIndiana University, an education
speci ali st from Peabody College, a certificate of studies from
Yal e University and his doctoral degree fromthe University of
Sout hern M ssi ssippi, attended Harvard University's Institute for
Educati onal Managenent in 1988, received several honorary degrees
i ncluding a doctor of laws from Tougal oo Col | ege, a doctor of |aws
fromlndiana University and a doctor of science from Purdue
Uni versity; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Washi ngton was a nenber of several honor
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societies and the El ks; he served on nunerous boards and advi sory
councils in and out of the state, including Blue Cross Blue Shield
of M ssissippi, National Association for Equal Cpportunity in

Hi gher Education, the National Urban League's Bl ack Executive
Program the U S. President's Advisory Council on Historically

Bl ack Col | eges and Universities and retired fromthe Boards of

M ssi ssi ppi Power and Li ght Conmpany and Entergy Corporation; he
served as President of the M ssissippi Teachers Associ ation and
hel d menbership in the M ssissippi Association of Educators and
the National Education Association; Dr. Washington received

nuner ous awards, including the Silver Beaver Award fromthe Boy
Scouts of Anmerica, the Service to Humanity Award from M ssi ssi pp
Col |l ege and state and national 4H Al umus Recognition Awards. In
1982 he was given the Qutstanding Presidential Cluster Citation by
Presi dent Ronal d Reagan; he al so was inducted into the Hall of
Fane of the USM Al ummi Associ ation and has a buil ding naned after
himon the Hattiesburg canpus; he was listed in 12 bi ographi cal
publ i cations and was |isted anong Ebony's 100 Most Influenti al

Bl ack Anericans in 1974, 1975 and 1976; he was naned by the

Jackson Daily News panel as one of 12 nost influential

M ssi ssi ppians during the 70's; and he was a |life nmenber of Al pha
Phi Al pha fraternity, serving two terns as southern regional vice
presi dent and two ternms as general president; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Washi ngton made | ong-lasting contributions to
M ssi ssi ppi hi gher education that earned hima national
reput ati on, knew every nenber of the House and Senate and nade
each of themfeel like they had a vested interest in his bel oved
Al corn State University, and was a nentor to so nmany citizens of
the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF

M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, THAT
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we do hereby conmmend the life of Dr. Walter Washi ngton, President
of Alcorn State University from 1969 to 1994, and express the
synpat hy of the Legislature on his passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
presented to forner First Lady of Alcorn State University, Dr.
Carol yn Washington, and to the President of Alcorn State
University, to be placed in the adm nistration building which
bears Dr. Washington's nane, and be nade available to the Capitol

Press Cor ps.
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