M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Mffatt, Tollison, Robertson, Mchel, To: Rules
Carm chael, Burton, Chanberlin, Scoper,
Harvey, Kirby, Farris, Dearing

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 522
(As Adopted by House and Senate)

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG THE

2 THREE M SSI SSI PPl DI VISION | -A FOOTBALL TEAMS FOR BEI NG RANKED | N
3 THE FINAL COLLEGE FOOTBALL PCOLLS FOR THE FI RST TI ME I N HI STORY.

4 WHEREAS, 1999 was surely the best collegiate football season
5 in Mssissippi history, with the three Division |I-A football teans
6 being ranked in the Top 25 in the Final College Football Polls for
7 the first tine ever; and

8 WHEREAS, Peach Bowl chanpion M ssissippi State, 10-2, led the
9 way with the second highest rankings in school history, 13th in

10 The Associated Press poll, 12th in the USA Today/ ESPN poll; and

11 WHEREAS, Liberty Bow chanpi on Southern M ssissippi, 9-3,

12 achieved the highest rankings in school history, 14th in the AP
13 poll and 13th in the USA Today/ ESPN poll; and

14 WHEREAS, | ndependence Bowl chanmpion e Mss, 8-4 and 22nd in
15 both polls, nade the final AP rankings for the 20th tine, nore

16 than any other M ssissippi team and

17 WHEREAS, the Sout heastern Conference and the Big Ten

18 Conference |l ed the nation by placing seven teans in the AP Top 25,
19 selected by a nationw de panel of 70 sports witers and
20 broadcasters, and the Sout heastern Conference al so placed seven
21 teans in the USA Today/ ESPN coaches' poll; and
22 VWHEREAS, the nunbers, where the state's three Division |I-A
23 schools are concerned, tell a nost inpressive story: 27 victories
24 against only 9 defeats; a .750 wi nning percentage; three bow
25 wvictories for the first tine ever; three Top 25 teans for the
26 first time ever; one conference chanpi onship (Southern M ssissipp
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in Conference USA); the nation's No. 1 defense, M ssissippi State;
and

WHEREAS, as the 1999 season progressed, the question was
asked by national sports commentators, "How does such a smal
state, with so many school s, produce such quality teans?", and the
answer is that football is inportant in M ssissippi, a state which
has produced Archie Manning, Walter Payton, Jerry Rice, Brett
Favre, Steve McNair, Shorty McWIIlianms and so nmany nore; and

WHEREAS, as we anxiously await the football seasons which lie
ahead in the 21st Century, we recognize with pride the great
acconpl i shnents of these student athletes who have brought such
honor to their universities, their comunities and to the State of
M ssi ssi ppi :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend and congratul ate the three M ssissipp
Division I-A university football squads upon being ranked in the
Top 25 of the Final College Football Polls for the first tinme in
hi story, and wish all of these teanms continued success in their
future athletic, scholastic and |ife endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
t he Coaches of all three M ssissippi Division |-A football teans
on behalf of the team nmenbers, and be forwarded to the athletic
directors and president/chancell or of each university, and to the
Board of Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning, and be

made available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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