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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 514

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON PROPOSI NG AN AMENDMENT TO SECTI ON
254, M SSI SSI PPl CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1890, TO REDUCE THE SI ZE OF THE
LEG SLATURE.

BE I T RESOLVED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, That the followi ng anendnment to the M ssissipp
Constitution of 1890 is proposed to the qualified electors of the
st at e:

Amend Section 254, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, to read
as foll ows:

Section 254. The Legislature shall at its regular session in
the second year follow ng the 2000 decenni al census and every ten
(10) years thereafter, and may, at any other tinme, by joint
resolution, by nmgjority vote of all nenbers of each house,
apportion the state in accordance with the Constitution of the
state and of the United States into consecutively nunbered
senatorial and representative districts of contiguous territory.

The Senate shall consist of * * * thirty (30) Senators, and the

House of Representatives shall consist of * * * sixty (60)

Representatives * * *,
Shoul d the Legi sl ature adjourn, w thout apportioning itself

as required hereby, the Governor by proclamation shall reconvene
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the Legislature within thirty (30) days in special apportionment
session which shall not exceed thirty (30) consecutive days,
during which no other business shall be transacted, and it shal

be the mandatory duty of the Legislature to adopt a joint

resol ution of apportionnent. Should a special apportionnment
session not adopt a joint resolution of apportionnent as required
hereby, a five-nenber conm ssion consisting of the Chief Justice
of the Suprene Court as chairman, the Attorney General, the
Secretary of State, the Speaker of the House of Representatives
and the President Pro Tenpore of the Senate shall inmediately
convene and within one hundred eighty (180) days of the

adj our nment of such special apportionnent session apportion the
Legi sl ature, which apportionment shall be final upon filing with
the office of the Secretary of State. Each apportionnent shall be
effective for the next regularly schedul ed el ecti ons of nenbers of
the Legi sl ature.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this proposed anendnent shall be
submtted to the qualified electors at an election to be held on
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber 2000, as
provi ded by Section 273 of the Constitution and by | aw

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the explanation of the anendnent
for the ballot shall read as follows: "This proposed anmendnent
reduces the size of the Legislature. The Senate is reduced from
52 nenbers to 30 nenbers. The House of Representatives is reduced
from 122 nmenbers to 60 nenbers.”

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Attorney General of the
State of M ssissippi shall submit this resolution, imediately
upon adoption by the Legislature, to the Attorney General of the
United States or to the United States District Court for the
District of Colunbia, in accordance with the provisions of the

Voting R ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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