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Hewes To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 512

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON TO MEMORI ALI ZE THE CONGRESS AND THE
PRESI DENT TO ENACT LEG SLATI ON THAT RECOGNI ZES THE | MPORTANCE THAT
THE UNI TED STATES GOVERNMENT MAI NTAIN I TS COW TMENT TO AMERI CA' S
M LI TARY RETI REES BY PROVI DI NG LI FETI ME HEALTH CARE FOR M LI TARY
RETI REES OVER THE AGE OF 65 YEARS, LEGQ SLATI ON TO REQUI RE OPENI NG
THE FEDERAL EMPLOYEES HEALTH BENEFI T PROGRAM TO ELI G BLE UNI FORVED
SERVI CES BENEFI CI ARI ES, AND ANY OTHER APPROPRI ATE LEG SLATI ON THAT
WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THE MEASURE.

VWHEREAS, military retirees who have served honorably for 20
or nore years constitute a significant part of the aging
popul ation in the United States; and

VWHEREAS, these retirees were encouraged to nake the United
States Arned Forces a career, in part by the prom se of lifetine
health care for thenselves and their famlies; and

VWHEREAS, prior to the age of 65 years, these retirees are
provi ded health services by the United States Departnent of
Def ense's TRI CARE Prime program but those retirees who reach the
age of 65 years lose a significant portion of the prom sed health
care due to Medicare eligibility; and

VWHEREAS, many of these retirees are also unable to access
mlitary treatnment facilities for health care and |ife naintenance
nmedi cati ons because they live in areas where there are no mlitary
treatnment facilities, or where these facilities have downsized so

significantly that avail able space for care has becone
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nonexi stent; and

VWHEREAS, the |oss of access to health care services provided
by the mlitary has resulted in the governnent breaking its
prom se of lifetinme health care; and

VWHEREAS, wi thout continued affordable health care, including
pharmaceuticals, these retirees have limted access to quality
health care, and significantly |ess care than other retired
federal civilians have under the Federal Enployees Health Benefits
Program ( FEHBP) ; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to enact |egislation that woul d
restore health care benefits equitable with those of other retired
federal workers; and

VWHEREAS, several proposals to neet this requirenment are
currently under consideration before the United States Congress,
and the federal Departnent of Defense (DoD) and Departnent of
Heal th and Hunman Services (HHS). O these proposals, the federal
government has al ready begun to establish denonstration projects
around the country to be conducted over the next three years,
whi ch woul d al | ow Medi care to reinburse DoD for the costs of
providing mlitary retirees and their dependents health care.
This project would allow a Iimted nunber of Medicare-eligible
beneficiaries to enroll in DoD s TRICARE Prinme program and receive
all of their health care under that program

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE M SSI SSI PPl STATE
SENATE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That the
Legislature calls upon the United States governnent to maintain
its commtnment to America's mlitary retirees by providing
lifetime health care for mlitary retirees over the age of 65
years.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Legislature respectfully

menoriali zes the President and Congress of the United States to
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provide Anerica's mlitary retirees and their famlies with the
health care they were prom sed, by enacting conprehensive

| egislation that affords mlitary retirees the ability to access
health care either through mlitary treatnment facilities or
through the mlitary's network of health care providers, as well
as legislation to require opening the Federal Enployees Health
Benefit Program (FEHBP) to those unifornmed services beneficiaries
who are eligible for Medicare, on the sane basis and conditions
that apply to retired federal civilian enployees.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Legislature respectfully
menorializes the President and the Congress of the United States
to enact any other appropriate |legislation that would address the
concerns set forth in this nmeasure.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Secretary of the Senate
transmt copies of this resolution to the President and Vice
President of the United States, the Speaker of the House of
Represent ati ves, the Chairpersons of the House and Senate
Comm ttees on Aging, and to each Senator and Representative from

M ssi ssippi in the Congress of the United States.
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