M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Farris, King To: Local and Private;
Fi nance

SENATE BI LL NO. 3306

1 AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 878, LOCAL AND PRI VATE LAWS OF 1990,
2 AS LAST AMENDED BY CHAPTER 947, LOCAL AND PRI VATE LAWS OF 1997, TO
3 EXTEND THE DATE UPON WH CH THE HATTI ESBURG TOURI SM COMM SSI ON | S
4 REPEALED, AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
6 SECTION 1. Chapter 878, Local and Private Laws of 1990, as

7 anmended by Chapter 1013, Local and Private Laws of 1995, as

8 anended by Chapter 947, Local and Private Laws of 1997, is anended
9 as follows:

10 Section 1. The following terns as used in this act shal

11 have the meanings herein ascribed unless the context otherw se

12 clearly requires:

13 (a) "Hotel™ or "notel"™ nmeans a place of |odging that at
14 any one tine will accommobdate transient guests on a daily or

15 weekly basis, excluding hotels or notels with ten (10) or |ess

16 overnight rental units;

17 (b) "Commi ssion" neans the Hattiesburg Tourism

18 Conmi ssi on;

19 (c) "CGity" nmeans the Cty of Hattiesburg.
20 Section 2. There is hereby created and established the
21 Hattiesburg Tourism Comn ssion.
22 Section 3. (1) The conm ssion shall consist of the
23 follow ng seven (7) nenbers appointed by the mayor and ratified by
24 the city council:
25 (a) Two (2) menbers of the hotel/notel industry;
26 (b) One (1) menber either of the Chanmber of Conmmerce or
27 the Econom c Devel opnent Foundati on;
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(c) One (1) menber representing the University of
Sout hern M ssi ssi ppi; and
(d) Three (3) menbers who serve at |arge.

(2) The comm ssion shall be appointed within sixty (60) days
foll owi ng the adoption of a resolution pursuant to passage of this
act for the follow ng terns:

(a) Two (2) menbers for a termof one (1) year;

(b) Two (2) menbers for a termof tw (2) years;

(c) One (1) menber for a termof three (3) years;

(d) One (1) menber for a termof four (4) years; and
(e) One (1) menber for a termof five (5) years.

Thereafter, appointnents will be made on a staggered basis
for a five-year period.

(3) Menbers of the comm ssion shall serve without
conpensation, shall elect officers and adopt rules and
regul ations, and shall fix a regular neeting date, but may provide
for special neetings. The comm ssion shall keep mnutes of its
proceedi ngs as are necessary to carry out its responsibilities. A
guorum of the conmm ssion shall consist of four (4) menbers.

(4) Any nenber of the comm ssion may be disqualified and
removed fromoffice for any one (1) of the follow ng reasons:

(a) Conviction of a felony; or
(b) Failure to attend three (3) consecutive neetings
wi t hout just cause.

(5) Before entering on the duties of the office appointed,
each nenber of the conmm ssion shall enter into and give bond to be
approved by the Secretary of State of the State of M ssissippi, in
the sum of Fifty Thousand Dol | ars ($50, 000. 00) conditioned on the
satisfactory performance of his duties. This bond prem um shal
be paid fromthe Tourism Conmm ssion's funds and payable to the
City of Hattiesburg in the event of a breech thereof. Suit nay be
brought by the city for benefit of the conmm ssion.

Section 4. The comm ssion shall have jurisdiction and
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authority over all matters relating to establishing, pronoting and
devel oping tourismin the city and shall be authorized:

(a) To acquire, own, furnish, equip, staff and operate
any and all facilities and equi pnent necessary or usable in the
pronotion of tourismfor the City of Hattiesburg;

(b) To receive and expend revenues from any source,

i ncluding, but not limted to, private enterprise and those
revenues generated by this act;

(c) To own, lease or contract for any equi pnment useful
and necessary in the pronotion of tourismand convention business
for the City of Hattiesburg;

(d) To sell, convey and ot herw se di spose of all or any
part of its property and assets in accordance with the General
Laws of the State of M ssissippi; and

(e) To have and exercise all powers necessary or
convenient to effect any and all of the purposes for which the
commi ssion is organi zed, including the appointnment and enpl oynent
of individuals acting on behalf of the comm ssion.

Section 5. (1) For the purpose of providing operating funds
for the conm ssion to pronote tourism the governing authorities
are hereby authorized, in their discretion, to | evy, assess and
collect fromevery person, firmor corporation operating hotels
and notels in the Cty of Hattiesburg, and in addition to al
ot her taxes now i nposed, an ampunt not to exceed two percent (2%
of the gross proceeds from overni ght roomrental, exclusive of
charges for food, tel ephone, |aundry, beverages and simlar
char ges.

(2) Persons liable for the tax inposed herein shall add the
amount of the tax to the aforesaid roomrentals and collect the
sane.

(3) The tax collected shall be paid to the State Tax
Comm ssion on a formprescribed in the same nmanner that state

sal es taxes are conputed, collected and paid; and the full
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enforcenment provisions and all other provisions of Chapter 65,
Title 27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, shall apply as necessary to
the inplenmentati on and adm nistration of this act.

(4) The proceeds of such tax shall be paid to the City of
Hatti esburg on or before the fifteenth day of the nonth foll ow ng
the nmonth in which collected.

(5) Proceeds of the tax shall not be considered by the Gty
of Hattiesburg as General Fund revenues, but shall be dedicated
solely for the purpose of carrying out the prograns and activities
of the Tourism Conm ssi on.

(6) Before the taxes authorized by this act may be inposed,

t he governing authorities shall adopt a resolution declaring its
intention to |l evy the taxes and establishing the amount of the tax
| evy and the date on which the taxes initially shall be levied and
collected. The date shall be the first day of a nonth but not

| ess than forty-five (45) days fromthe date of adoption of the
resolution. Notice of the proposed tax |evy shall be published
once each week for at |least three (3) consecutive weeks in a
newspaper having a general circulation in such city. The first
publication of such notice shall be nmade not |ess than twenty-one
(21) days prior to the date fixed in the resolution on which the
governing authorities propose to |l evy such taxes, and the | ast
publication shall be made not nore than seven (7) days prior to
such date. If, within the tinme of giving notice, twenty percent
(20% or fifteen hundred (1500), whichever is less, of the
qualified electors of the city file a witten petition against the
| evy of such taxes, then such taxes shall not be | evied unless
authorized by a mgjority of the qualified electors of such city
voting at an election to be called and held for that purpose.

Prior to the effective date of the tax | evy approved as herein
provi ded, the governing authorities shall furnish to the Chairnman
of the State Tax Comm ssion a certified copy of the resol ution

evi denci ng such tax | evy.
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127 Section 6. (1) This act shall take effect and be in force
128 fromand after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the
129 Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and extended.

130 (2) This act shall stand repealed fromand after Septenber
131 30, 2004.

132 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

133 and after its passage.
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