M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Burton To: Econom c Dev, Tourism
and Parks;
Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 3186

AN ACT TO BE KNOWN AS THE COVPREHENSI VE WORKFORCE TRAI NI NG
AND EDUCATI ON CONSCLI DATI ON ACT OF 2000; TO CODI FY SECTI ONS
37-4-11 THROUGH 37-4-17, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO TRANSFER
RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES AND FUNDS FOR ALL WORKFORCE TRAI NI NG PROGRAMS
THAT PROVI DE POSTSECONDARY TRAI NI NG SERVI CES TO ADULTS CURRENTLY
ADM NI STERED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO THE STATE
BOARD FOR COMMUNI TY AND JUNI OR COLLECES; TO AUTHORI ZE THE STATE
BOARD FOR COMMUNI TY AND JUNI OR COLLEGES TO BE THE ADM NI STRATOR AT
THE STATE LEVEL FOR ALL SUCH ADULT WORKFORCE TRAI NI NG FUNDS; TO
10 AMEND SECTIONS 37-3-25 AND 37-31-205 THROUGH 37-31-211
11 M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, | N CONFORM TY AND TO PRESCRI BE
12 ACCOUNTABI LI TY MEASURES FOR VO TECH PROGRAMS TO BE | MPLEMENTED BY
13 THE STATE BOARD FOR COMMUNI TY AND JUNI OR COLLECGES; AND FOR RELATED
14 PURPCSES.

OCO~NOUITARWNE

15 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
16 SECTION 1. The follow ng provision shall be codified as

17 Section 37-4-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

18 37-4-11. This act shall be known and may be cited as the
19 "M ssissippi Conprehensive Workforce Trai ning and Educati on

20 Consolidation Act of 2000."

21 SECTION 2. The follow ng provision shall be codified as

22 Section 37-4-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

23 37-4-13. It is the intent of the Legislature by passage of
24 this act to establish one (1) conprehensive workforce training
25 systemin the State of Mssissippi that is focused on achieving
26 results, using resources efficiently and ensuring that workers and
27 enployers can easily access needed training services.

28 The purpose of this act is to provide workforce training

29 activities, through statew de and | ocal workforce training

30 systens, that increase the enploynent, retention and earnings of
31 participants, and increase occupational skill attainment by

32 participants and, as a result, inprove the quality of the
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wor kf orce, reduce wel fare dependency and enhance the productivity
and conpetitiveness of the state.

In recognition of the differences in secondary and
post secondary vocational -technical education and that in an effort
to achi eve maxi mum ef fectiveness for the delivery of both
secondary and postsecondary vocational -techni cal education, it is
determ ned that consolidating responsibility for postsecondary
vocational -techni cal education under the authority of the State
Board for Community and Juni or Col | eges and secondary
vocational -techni cal education under the authority of the State
Depart ment of Education would be in the best interest of the State
of Mssissippi. This action being an attenpt to respond to the
above-described differences by allow ng a special focus to be nade
in enabling the two (2) systens to operate in the nost effective
and efficient neans possible. This will enable the State
Depart ment of Education and secondary vocati onal -techni cal
education prograns to receive the maxi num support and attention
while in turn giving the comunity and junior colleges and the
State Board for Community and Juni or Coll eges the opportunity to
consol i date and streanline vocational -techni cal education and
wor kf or ce devel opnent .

SECTION 3. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 37-4-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

37-4-15. (1) The follow ng training prograns and funds
shall be transferred to the State Board for Community and Juni or
Col l eges on July 1, 2000:

(a) Postsecondary vocational -technical funds and
prograns presently adm nistered by the State Departnent of
Education, to include secondary progranms currently operated by
community and juni or coll eges;

(b) Postsecondary Carl Perkins prograns and funds
presently adm nistered by the State Departnent of Education; and

(c) Postsecondary Tech Prep prograns and funds
presently adm ni stered by the State Departnent of Education.

(2) (a) Al powers, duties and functions of the State
Depart ment of Education that are being exercised or performed by

the Division of Vocational Education on June 30, 2000, utilizing

S. B. No. 3186
00\ SS02\ R1131. 2
PAGE 2



70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102

funds fromall sources for all postsecondary vocational -techni cal
education training funds, all postsecondary Tech Prep funds and
Carl Perkins funds, are hereby transferred to the State Board for
Communi ty and Juni or Colleges on July 1, 2000. All records,
property and contractual rights and obligations of, and unexpended
bal ances of appropriations and any other allocations to, the State
Department of Education that relate to the powers, duties and
functions exercised or performed for such programs on June 30,
2000, shall be transferred to the State Board for Community and
Juni or Col |l eges on or before July 1, 2000. The State Fiscal

O ficer shall transfer to the State Board for Comrunity and Juni or
Coll eges all funds that are allocated to the State Departnent of
Education for such progranms and such funds shall be used by the
State Board for Conmmunity and Juni or Coll eges under the sane terns
and conditions as specified for those funds in the applicable
appropriation bill. Sufficient staff shall be transferred from
the agencies that will, by virtue of this act have a reduction in
trai ning and educational responsibilities, to the State Board for
Communi ty and Juni or Colleges to assure that those transferred
responsi bilities shall be properly managed and adm ni st ered.
Determ nations as to which jobs shall be transferred shall be made
by agreenent between the Executive Director of the State Board for
Communi ty and Juni or Coll eges and the chief executive of the
affected transferring agency. Reassignnents shall be created by
the Legi slature through the agencies' appropriation bills.

Aut hori zed transition activities may include, but not be |imted
to, the enhancenent of the State Board for Community and Juni or
Col | eges to manage the additional federal and state funds,
budgeti ng, accounting, grant nanagenent, property managenent,
personnel, |l egal and/or other adm nistrative services. The State
Depart ment of Education shall retain responsibility to nanage the
cl oseout of all grants relating to postsecondary

vocational -techni cal progranms and postsecondary Carl Perkins
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prograns at the end of June 30, 2000, and shall be authorized to
retain sufficient grant funds to properly close-out said grant
activities. Upon closeout of such grants, any renaining funds
will be transferred to the State Board for Community and Juni or
Coll eges by the State Fiscal Oficer. The State Departnent of
Education shall assist the State Board for Comrunity and Juni or
Coll eges with the greatest degree of cooperation to carry out the
i ntent and purpose of this act and to acconplish an orderly
transition.

(b) The State Board for Conmmunity and Junior Coll eges
shall enter into a contract with the State Departnent of Education
that clarifies that the State Departnment of Education wll
continue to be the designated recipient of the Carl Perkins funds
at the state level and said funds will continue to be adm ni stered
and used in accordance with federal guidelines. The contract
shal |l specify that all Carl Perkins funds used for postsecondary
training to include secondary prograns operated by the community
and junior colleges and ot her purposes will be transferred to the
State Board for Community and Juni or Colleges and that the State
Board for Community and Juni or Col |l eges shall have the
responsi bility and authority to direct and oversee such prograns
as may be financed with such funds.

SECTION 4. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 37-4-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

37-4-17. (1) The Legislature shall appropriate to the State
Board for Community and Junior Col |l eges those state funds to be
expended for postsecondary vocational -technical education to
i ncl ude secondary progranms operated by community and junior
colleges. The State Board for Community and Juni or Col | eges shal
set standards for, approve and expend funds for all postsecondary
vocational and technical education prograns. The Executive
Director of the State Board for Comunity and Juni or Col | eges

shall be responsible to the State Board for the proper
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adm ni stration of the progranms of postsecondary vocational and
techni cal education in conformty with the policies adopted by the
State Board for Conmmunity and Juni or Coll eges and shall be
responsi bl e for appointing any necessary enpl oyees to assist in
carrying out said prograns.

(2) The State Board for Conmunity and Junior Colleges is
her eby aut horized to cooperate with or enter into agreenents with
any agency, official, educational institution or political
subdi vision of this state, any agency or official of the
government of the United States of Anerica, or any private person,
firm partnership or corporation in order to carry out the
provi sions of this section.

(3) The State Board for Conmunity and Junior Colleges is
authorized to pronul gate such rules and regul ati ons as may be
necessary to carry out the provisions of this section.

(4) To the maxi num extent practicable, all prograns
enbracing an institutional training conponent shall be coordinated
wi th and conplenentary to the existing state public educational
systens and shall not be duplicative or conpetitive in nature to
such systens.

(5) The State Board for Community and Junior Coll eges, the
State Departnent of Education, the board of trustees of any
comunity or junior college district, and the school board of any
school district shall cooperate in carrying out the provisions of
this act.

SECTION 5. Section 37-3-25, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as follows:[LR1]

37-3-25. (1) The Director of the Division of Vocational and
Techni cal Education of the State Departnent of Education who shal
be an associate state superintendent of education shall be
appoi nted by the State Superintendent of Public Education. The
director's salary shall be set by the State Board of Education

subj ect to the approval of the State Personnel Board. His salary,
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conpensation, travel expenses or other expenses shall be provided
for out of any funds nade avail able for such purpose by the

Legi slature, the federal governnent, or other gifts or grants.
The director shall be responsible to the State Superintendent of
Publ i ¢ Education for the proper admnistration of the prograns of

pri mary and secondary vocati onal and technical education in

conformty with the policies adopted by the State Board of
Educati on and shall be responsible for appointing any necessary
supervi sors, assistants, and enployees to assist in carrying out

the prograns of primary and secondary vocational and techni cal

education. The director shall have the authority to enpl oy,
conpensate, term nate, pronote, denote, transfer or reprimnd
enpl oyees of the division. The salary and conpensati on of such
enpl oyees shall be subject to the rules and regul ati ons adopt ed
and promul gated by the State Personnel Board as created under
Section 25-9-101 et seq.

(2) The Director of the Division of Vocational and Techni cal
Education, subject to the approval of the State Board of

Education, shall have charge of and be responsible for primry and

secondary vocational and technical education training in:
(a) Agriculture;
(b) Gccupational and consuner home economi Cs;
(c) Consuner and honenaki ng educati on;
(d) Trades and industry;
(e) Distributive education;
(f) Secondary adult education;
(g) Teacher training and supervision;
(h) Business and office;
(1) Health;
(j) Industrial arts;
(k) CGuidance services;
(1) Secondary technical education;

(m Cooperative education; and
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(n) Al other specialized primary and secondary

training * * *,
SECTION 6. Section 37-31-205, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:[LR2]
37-31-205. (1) The State Board of Education shall have the
authority to:
(a) Expend funds received either by appropriation or
directly fromfederal or private sources;
(b) Channel funds to secondary schools * * * according
to priorities set by the board;
(c) Allocate funds on an annual budgetary basis;

(d) Set standards for and approve all prinmary and

secondary vocational and technical education prograns in the
public school system™* * * or other agencies or institutions which
receive state funds and federal funds for such purposes,

including, but not limted to, the followng prinmary and secondary

vocational and technical education programs: agriculture, trade
and i ndustry, occupational hone econom cs, consunmer and honmenaki ng
education, distributive education, business and office, health,
industrial arts, guidance services, secondary technical education,

cooperative education, * * * all other specialized primary and

secondary training * * *. The State Board of Education shal
aut hori ze | ocal school boards, within such school board's
di scretion, to offer distributive education as a one-hour or
t wo- hour bl ock course. There shall be no reduction of
rei mbursenents fromstate funding for distributive education due
to the selection of either the one-hour or two-hour course
of fering;
(e) Set and publish certification standards for primary

and secondary vocational and technical education personnel;

(f) Require data and information on program perfornmance
fromthose prograns receiving state funds;

(g) Expend funds to expand career information;
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(h) Supervise and maintain the division of vocational
and technical education and to utilize to the greatest extent
possi bl e said division as the admnistrative unit of the board
responsi bl e for coordinating prograns and services with | ocal
institutions;

(1) Promulgate such rules and regul ati ons necessary to
carry out the provisions of this chapter in accordance with
Section 25-43-1 et seq.

(j) Set standards and approve all primary and secondary

vocational and technical education equipnment and facilities
pur chased and/or |l eased with state and federal vocational funds;

(k) Encourage provisions for lifelong | earning and
changi ng personal career preferences and advancenent of vocati onal
and techni cal education students through articul ated prograns
bet ween hi gh school s and conmunity/junior coll eges;

(1) Encourage the establishnment of new |inkages with
busi ness and i ndustry which will provide for a better
under st andi ng of essential |abor market concepts; and

(m Periodically review the funding and reporting
processes required of |ocal school districts by the board or
division with the aimof sinplifying or elimnating inefficient
practices and procedures.

* * %

(2) The State Board for Community and Junior Colleges shal

set standards for, approve and expend funds for all postsecondary

vocational and technical education prograns _and those secondary

vocati onal proqgrans operated by comunity and junior

colleges. * * *
(3) The State Board of Education and the State Board for

Communi ty and Juni or Col |l eges may provide that beginning with the
1995- 1996 school year, every vocational and technical education
course or programin M ssissippi may integrate academ ¢ and

vocational -techni cal education through coherent sequences of
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courses, so that students in such prograns achi eve both academ c
and occupati onal conpetencies. The boards may expend federal
funds available fromthe 1990 Perkins Act, or other avail able
federal funds, for the alignnent of vocational-technical prograns
wi th academ c prograns through the accreditation process and the
teacher certification process. The State Board of Education and
the State Board for Comrunity and Junior Colleges shall nmake a
joint report to the 1995 Regul ar Session of the Legislature to the
Senate and House Conmmittees on Education regardi ng the various
nmet hods or nodels of integrating academ ¢ and vocati onal -t echni cal
courses and setting forth a specific state plan for the
integration or realignnent of these prograns in the secondary and
post secondary schools for inplenentation in the 1996-1997 school
year.

SECTION 7. Section 37-31-207, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-31-207. The State Board of Education shall have the
foll ow ng duties:

(a) To seek the best avail abl e projections of
enpl oynment and occupations for M ssi ssi ppi ans;
(b) To utilize these projections and ot her

considerations to set primary and secondary vocational and

techni cal education priorities;
(c) To utilize the services of all state agencies
having i nformati on regardi ng the purposes of this chapter;

(d) To cooperate with the State Board for Community and

Juni or Colleges to prevent duplication and provide continuity of

enpl oynment and training services;
(e) To conduct evaluations of the success or failure of

primary and secondary vocational -techni cal prograns, including the

extent to which training actually leads to jobs in the field in
whi ch the student was trained;

(f) Obtain and publish data and i nformation on program
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performance fromthose primary and secondary vocational -t echni cal

prograns receiving state funds; and

(g) To notify local school districts * * * prior to
March 1 annually of any discontinuation of ongoing vocati onal
prograns which would affect the renewing of contracts with
vocati onal personnel.

SECTI ON 8. Section 37-31-209, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-31-209. (1) Any advisory council, other than the speci al
managenent advi sory board, serving the board shall include five
(5) nmenbers who are presidents of public conmunity/junior colleges
| ocated in the State of M ssissippi, and three (3) nenbers who are
superintendents of education of a countyw de, nunicipal separate
or consolidated school district.

(2) In addition to any other requirements of law, it is nmade
the duty of the advisory council and it is hereby granted the
authority to:

(a) Advise the State Board of Education in the
devel opnent of conprehensive policies and prograns for the

i nprovenent of primary and secondary vocational -techni cal

education in the state;

(b) Assist in the fornulation of rules, regulations and

standards relating to prinmary and secondary vocati onal -techni cal
educati on prograns by submtting witten recommendations prior to
t heir adoption and pronul gation by the board; and

(c) Assist in the pronotion of public understandi ng of

t he purposes, policies and practices regarding primry and

secondary vocational -techni cal education in this state.

(3) The additional nenbers of the advisory council may neet
with the board in a nonvoting capacity at regular neetings of the
board when the board is not in executive session.

(4) The additional nmenbers required by this section shall be

rei nbursed for their expenses in the sanme manner and fromthe sane
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source as ot her menbers.

SECTION 9. Section 37-31-211, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-31-211. (1) The Legislature shall appropriate to the
State Board of Education those state funds to be expended by the
board through the Division of Vocational and Techni cal Education

of the State Departnent of Education for prinmary and secondary

vocati onal -t echni cal educati on.

(2) The Legislature shall appropriate to the State Board for

Community and Juni or Coll eges those state funds to be expended for

post secondary vocati onal -techni cal educati on and those secondary

centers operated by comunity and junior coll eqges.

(3) That portion of the funds expended for workforce

educati on and postsecondary vocational -techni cal educati on at

M ssissippi State University's Research and Curriculumunit shal

be specifically appropriated to the State Board for Conmunity and

Junior Colleges to provide this service to the community and

juni or coll eges for workforce educati on and postsecondary

vocati onal -t echni cal educati on.

(4) The State Board for Conmmunity and Juni or Coll eges shal

devel op accountability standards that will include, in part, the

follow ng itens:

(a) The State Board for Conmmunity and Juni or Coll eges

shall develop a fornmula for the distribution of

vocational -technical funds for equipnent to the |ocal conmmunity

and juni or coll eges;

(b) The State Board for Conmmunity and Juni or Coll eges

shall devel op quidelines for vocational -technical instructors,

prof essional staff and adninistrator qualifications. These

gui delines shall be in accordance with Southern Associ ati on of

Col |l eges and Schools criteria;

(c) The State Board for Conmmunity and Juni or Coll eges,

in conjunction with the State Departnent of Education, shal
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devel op an articul ati on agreenent for secondary vocati onal

students matriculating i nto postsecondary vocati onal -techni cal

progr ans.
(d) Each of the fifteen (15) M ssissippi conmunity

coll eges are governed by | ocal boards and these boards have

| egi sl ative authority to govern vocational -technical prograns. In

addition, each of the community/junior colleges are accredited by

t he Sout hern Associ ation of Coll eges and Schools, an accrediting

agency that has rigorous accountability standards.

(5) The M ssissippi State Board for Community and Juni or

Coll eges, with the M ssissippi Associ ation of Comrunity/Junior

Col | eges, shall include, but not be Ilimted to, devel oping

accountability standards for inplenentati on of on-qgoi ng operations

of vocational -technical education prograns. Measur es of

accountability with program outcone intent are:

(a) Were applicable, national or state-devel oped

assessnent instrunents will neasure student achi evenent and

pr ogram out cone;

(b) Program advi sory connittees conposed of | abor,

managenent and current/perspective enployers will be a vital part

of the curriculum devel opnent and on-goi ng nodificati on;

(c) Enployer satisfaction with education in

post secondary vocational -technical prograns will be eval uated and

recorded for public review

(d) Support fromalumi wll be solicited, encouraged

and sought to pronpte quality and public awareness of prograns;

(e) Positive placenent rate of students who conplete

post secondary vocational -technical prograns will be a necessary

el enent for program continuation;

(f) Student retention in postsecondary

vocati onal -techni cal prograns shall be neasured by a sufficient

nunber of students conpleting and passing all |evels of

instruction in any individual program
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(ad) Related studies in education for postsecondary

vocational -technical students will support students needi ng

devel opnental help for successful conpletion of their career

obj ecti ve;

(h) Each individual institution will be accountable for

provi ding adm ni strative support to effectively operate prograns;

(i) Counselors will be available to help in student

pl acenent and appropriate career choices;

(j) Average enrollment per full-tinme equival ent (FTE)

t eacher unit for postsecondary occupational prograns shoul d be

eval uated to address | abor demand for the service area of each

i ndi vidual community coll ege;

(k) A conprehensive safety and health plan is

i npl enented to ensure safe working conditions and practice in the

post secondary vocational -technical |abs; included shall be

adequate facilities and equi pnment to house and provide quality

instruction for the nunber of students enrolled in such prograns;

(1) Programconpleters are placed in a field related to

their training. |In addition, continuing education is to be

provided in a related field;

(m  Adequate nunbers of individuals are educated in

post secondary vocational -techni cal educati on and wor kf orce

educati on;

(n)  Each comunity/junior college will be responsible

for submtting an annual report card to the M ssissippi State

Board for Conmmunity and Juni or Coll eges.

SECTI ON 10. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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