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Burton, Dawkins, Carlton To: Judiciary

SENATE BILL NO 3176
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO ENACT A GRADUATED LI CENSI NG SYSTEM TO AMEND
SECTI ONS 63-1-9, 63-1-21, 63-1-23 AND 63-1-47, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, I N CONFORM TY; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. The Legislature has recogni zed the need to
devel op a graduated licensing systemin |ight of the
di sproportionately high incidence of notor vehicle crashes
i nvol ving youthful notorists. This systemw || inprove highway
safety by progressively devel oping and inproving the skills of
younger drivers in the safest possible environnent, thereby
reduci ng the nunber of vehicle crashes.

SECTION 2. Section 63-1-9, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ CSQL]

63-1-9. (1) No driver's license, internediate |license or

tenporary learning permit shall be issued pursuant to this

article:

(a) To any person under the age of eighteen (18) years

except as provided in this article.

(b) To any person whose |icense to operate a notor
vehi cl e on the highways of M ssissippi has been previously revoked
or suspended by this state or any other state and/or territory of
the United States or the District of Colunbia, and such revocation
or suspension period has not expired.

(c) To any person who is an habitual drunkard or who is
addicted to the use of other narcotic drugs.

(d) To any person who would not be able by reason of
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physi cal or nmental disability, in the opinion of the conm ssioner
or other person authorized to grant an operator's license, to
operate a notor vehicle on the highways with safety. However

per sons who have one (1) armor leg, or have arns or |egs

def ornmed, and have their car provided with nechanical devices
whereby they are able to drive in a safe nanner over the highways,
if otherwise qualified, shall receive an operator's license the
sane as ot her persons. Moreover, deafness shall not be a bar to
obtaining a |icense.

(e) To any person who is under the age of seventeen
(17) years to drive any notor vehicle while in use as a school bus
for the transportation of pupils to or fromschool, or to drive
any notor vehicle while in use as a public or common carrier of
persons or property.

(f) To any person as an operator who has previously
been adj udged to be afflicted with and suffering fromany nental
disability and who has not at tine of application been restored to
ment al conpet ency.

(g) To any unmarried person under the age of eighteen
(18) years who does not at the tinme of application present a
di pl oma or other certificate of high school graduation or a
general education devel opnent certificate issued to the person in
this state or any other state, or docunentation that the person:

(i) |Is enrolled and maki ng satisfactory progress
in a course leading to a general education devel opnent
certificate;

(ii) Is enrolled in school in this state or any
ot her state;

(tii) Is enrolled in a "nonpublic school,"” as such
termis defined in Section 37-13-91(2)(i); or

(tv) 1Is unable to attend any school program due to
ci rcunst ances deened acceptable as set out in Section 63-1-10.

(h) To any person under the age of eighteen (18) years

S. B. No. 3176
00\ SS02\ R1273SG
PAGE 2



60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92

who has been convicted under Section 63-11-30.

(2) Al permts and |licenses issued on or before June 30,

2000, shall be valid according to the terns upon which issued.

From and after July 1, 2000:

(a) A tenporary driving pernmt nay be issued to any

person who is at |least fifteen (15) vears of age who otherw se

nmeets the requirenents of this article.

(b An internediate license may be issued to any person

who is at least fifteen (15) years of age who otherw se neets the

requi renents of this article and who has held a tenporary driving

permit for at least six (6) nonths without any conviction under

Section 63-11-30 or of a nobving violation. Any conviction under

Section 63-11-30 or of a noving violation shall restart the

six-nmonth requirenent for the holding of a tenporary driving

permt before an applicant can qualify for an internediate

li cense.

(c) A driver's license may be issued to any person who

is at |l east sixteen (16) vears of age who otherw se neets the

requi renents of this article and who has held an internedi ate

license for at least six (6) nonths without any conviction under

Section 63-11-30 or of a nobving violation. Any conviction under

Section 63-11-30 or of a noving violation shall restart the

six-nmonth requirenent for the holding of an internediate |license

before an applicant can qualify for a driver's |license. However ,

a person who is at | east seventeen (17) vears of age who has been

issued a tenporary driving pernit and who has never been convicted

under Section 63-11-30 or of a nobving violation shall not be

required to have held an internediate |license.

(d) An applicant for a Mssissippi driver's |license

who, at the tine of application, is at | east sixteen (16) vears of

age and who has held a valid notor vehicle driver's license issued

by another state for at least six (6) nonths shall not be required

to hold a tenporary driving pernit or an internediate |license

S. B. No. 3176
00\ SS02\ R1273SG
PAGE 3



93

94

95

96

97

98

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125

before being issued a driver's license.

(3) The conmi ssioner shall ensure that the tenporary driving

pernmit, internediate license and driver's license issued under

this article are clear, distinct and easily distinguishable from

one anot her.

SECTION 3. Section 63-1-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ CSQ]

63-1-21. (1) Every applicant for a new or original driver's
or operator's |icense, except persons holding an out-of-state
license, shall first obtain a tenporary driving permt upon the
payment of a fee of One Dollar ($1.00) to the Department of Public
Saf ety and upon the successful conpletion of the exam nation
provided for in Section 63-1-33 and the paynent of the fee for
such exam nation provided for in Section 63-1-43.

(2) Atenporary driving permt entitles the hol der, provided
the permt is in his imedi ate possession, to drive a notor
vehi cl e other than a notorcycle on the highways of the State of
M ssi ssi ppi only when acconpani ed by a |icensed operator who is at
| east twenty-one (21) years of age and who is actually occupying
the seat beside the driver. A tenporary driving permt nay be
issued to any applicant who is at least fifteen (15) years of age.

A tenporary driving permt shall be valid for a period of one (1)
year fromthe date of issue.

(3) An internediate license allows unsupervised driving from

6:00 a.m to 10:00 p.m At all other tines the internediate

| i censee nust be supervised by a parent, guardian or other person

age twenty-one (21) years or older who holds a valid driver's

license under this article and who is actually occupyving the seat

besi de the driver.

(4) The fee for issuance of an internediate |license shall be

Five Dollars ($5.00).

Except as ot herw se provided by Section 63-1-6, every

applicant for a restricted notorcycle operator's |icense or a
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not or cycl e endorsenent shall first obtain a tenporary notorcycle
driving permit upon the paynent of a fee of One Dollar ($1.00) to
t he Departnent of Public Safety, and upon the successful
conpl etion of the exam nation provided for in Section 63-1-33, and
paynent of the fee for said exam nation provided for in Section
63-1-43. Al applicants for such tenporary permt shall (a) be at
| east fifteen (15) years of age; (b) operate a notorcycle only
under the direct supervision of a person at |east twenty-one (21)
years of age who possesses either a valid driver's or operator's
license with a notorcycle endorsenment or a valid restricted
not orcycl e operator's license; (c) be prohibited fromtransporting
a passenger on a notorcycle; (d) be prohibited fromoperating a
not or cycl e upon any control |l ed access hi ghway; and (e) be
prohi bited from operating a notorcycle during the hours of 6:00
p.m through 6:00 a.m Tenporary notorcycle driving permts shall
be valid for the sane period of time and may be renewed upon the
same conditions as tenporary driving permts issued for vehicles
ot her than notorcycl es.

SECTION 4. Section 63-1-23, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ CSQ3]

63-1-23. The application of any person under the age of

seventeen (17) years for a tenporary driving permt, internediate
license or license issued pursuant to this article shall be signed
and verified before a person authorized to adm ni ster oaths by
both the father and nother of the applicant, if both are living
and have custody of him or in the event neither parent is living
then by the person or guardi an having such custody or by an
enpl oyer of him or in the event there is no guardian or enployer
then by any other responsible person who is willing to assune the
obl i gation inposed under Section 63-1-25 upon a person signing the
application of a mnor.

SECTION 5. Section 63-1-47, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ CSQ4]
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63-1-47. (1) Each applicant for an original |icense issued
pursuant to this article, who is entitled to i ssuance of same, and
who is eighteen (18) years of age or older, shall be issued a
four-year |icense. Each license will expire at m dnight on the
i censee's birthday.

(a) Al renewal licenses of operators eighteen (18)
years of age or older shall be for four-year periods and nay be
renewed any tine within six (6) nonths before the expiration of
the |license upon application and paynment of the required fee,
unl ess required to be reexani ned.

(b) Fromand after January 1, 1990, no conmerci al
driver's license shall be issued under the provisions of this
article for any commercial notor vehicle, the |lawful operation of
which requires the driver to obtain a Cass A B or C comerci al
driver's license under Article 2 of this chapter; however, from
time to tine, the holder of a conmmercial |icense may apply for a
commercial driver's license under Article 2 of this chapter; and,
if he fails to pass the required test for such |license, he shal
be entitled to an extension of his license that shall be valid for
one hundred twenty (120) days or until he again is tested under
Article 2 of this chapter, whichever occurs first. The extension
shall entitle the Iicense holder to operate all vehicles which
such license authorized himto operate prior to taking the
required test. The first extension shall be w thout charge;
however, a fee of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) shall be inposed for
any subsequent extension. No extension shall be valid past March
31, 1992.

(2) [none]

(3) Any commercial driver's |icense issued under this
article before January 1, 1990, which expires after March 31,
1992, shall be void on April 1, 1992, for the operation of any
commercial vehicle requiring a coonmercial license to be issued

under Article 2 of this chapter; however, if the holder of any
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such license applies for a commercial driver's |icense under
Article 2 of this chapter, passes the required tests for such
license, pays all applicable fees under Article 2 of this chapter
except the Forty Dollars ($40.00) license fee and otherw se neets
all requirenments for the issuance of such license, then such
person shall be issued a |license under Article 2 of this chapter
whi ch shall expire on the expiration date of the comerci al
driver's license being repl aced.

(4) [none]

(5) The Conm ssioner of Public Safety shall notify, by
United States mail addressed to the | ast known address of record
with the Departnent of Public Safety, all holders of commrercial
driver's licenses issued under this article before January 1,
1990, and which expire after March 31, 1992, that such |icenses
will be void on and after April 1, 1992, for the operation of any
vehicle for which a comrercial driver's license is required to be
i ssued under Article 2 of this chapter.

(6) Any person holding a valid comrercial driver's license
i ssued under this article before January 1, 1990, shall continue
thereafter, until expiration of such license, to be entitled to
operate all vehicles which such |icense authorized himto operate
i medi ately before January 1, 1990, except that fromand after
April 1, 1992, such license shall not entitle the |icensee to
operate a commercial notor vehicle the |awful operation of which
requires a commercial driver's |icense under Article 2 of this
chapter.

(7) Except as otherwise provided in this article, each

applicant for an original driver's license issued pursuant to this

article, who is entitled to i ssuance of sane, being under ei ghteen

(18) vears of age, shall be issued a one-vear license * * * which

wll expire at mdnight on the licensee's birthday. Renewal

driver's licenses of operators under the age of eighteen (18)

shall be for one-year periods and may be renewed any tine within
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two (2) nonths before the expiration of the |license upon

application and paynent of the required fee, unless required to be

reexanined. An internediate license shall be valid for one (1)

vear fromits date of issue and may be renewed any tine within

fourteen (14) days before expiration of the license. Al

applications by an operator under the age of eighteen (18) nust be

acconpani ed by docunentation that the applicant is in conpliance

with the education requirenents of Section 63-1-9(1)(q): the

docunent ati on nust be dated no nore than thirty (30) days prior to

the date of application.
SECTION 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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