M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000
By: Nunnel ee To: Public Health and

Vel fare
Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 3160

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 43-17-37 AND 43-17-35, M SSI SSI PP

2 CODE OF 1972, TO MAKE TECHNI CAL CORRECTI ONS TO THE M SSI SSI PP

3 REDUCI NG OUT- OF- VEDLOCK PREGNANCI ES | NCENTI VE GRANT FUND PROGRAM
4 AND TO EXTEND THE TASK FORCE ON OUT- OF- WEDLOCK PREGNANCI ES | N

5 ORDER TO MAKE FURTHER REPORTS TO THE LEG SLATURE; AND FOR RELATED
6 PURPGCSES.

7 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
8 SECTION 1. Section 43-17-37, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

9 anended as foll ows: [ RDD1]

10 43-17-37. (1) There is hereby created in the State Treasury
11 a special fund to be known as the M ssissippi Reducing

12 Qut-O-Wedl ock Pregnancies Incentive Gant Fund into which shal

13 be deposited the federal funds available for bonuses for the

14 reduction in out-of-wedl ock births awarded under the federal

15 Personal Responsibility and Wirk Opportunity Reconciliation Act of
16 1996 (Public Law 104-193) and such other noney as the Legislature
17 may provide by appropriation. The noney in the fund shall be used
18 for the purpose of providing financial incentives to counties to
19 reduce their out-of-wedlock birth rates as required by federal
20 welfare reformlegislation. The fund shall be adm nistered by the
21 Departnent of Human Services. Unexpended anmounts remaining in the
22 fund at the end of the fiscal year shall not |lapse into the State
23 Ceneral Fund, and any interest earned on anmounts in the fund shal
24 be deposited to the credit of the fund; provided that any
25 unexpended anmounts remaining in the fund on Decenber 31, 2003,
26 shall lapse into the State CGeneral Fund.
27 (2) The Department of Human Services shall nake annua
28 awards fromthe fund to the top five (5) counties with the
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greatest reduction in out-of-wedlock births without an increase in
abortions in each of the foll ow ng categories:
(a) One Hundred Thousand Dol | ars ($100, 000.00) in

counties which had two hundred fifty (250) or fewer * * * tota

live births;

(b) Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dol |l ars ($250, 000.00) in
counties which had between two hundred fifty (250) and five
hundred (500) total live births;

(c) Five Hundred Thousand Dol |l ars ($500, 000.00) in

counties which had five hundred (500) or nore * * * total |ive

births.
(3) Determnation of the recipient counties will be based on
an average of the previous two (2) years' out-of-wedlock birth

rates conpared to the previous two-year average, and the abortion

rate of county residents conpared to the abortion rate for

cal endar year 1998 as reported by the State Departnent of Health.
In order to qualify for the award funds, the reduction in the

out -of -wedl ock birth ratio shall be at |east three percent (3%._

For exanple, if fifty percent (50% of the babies born to county

residents are born out of wedl ock, the county would only qualify

for the financial reward if that percentage is reduced to

forty-seven percent (47% or | ower.

(4) In order to be considered for an incentive award, the
county board of supervisors shall appoint an advisory
commttee * * * which shall develop a plan for the county to be

submtted by the county board of supervisors to the Departnent of

Human Services by Decenber 1, 2000, and by Decenber 1 of each

subsequent year
(5) Each county receiving an incentive award wll be subject
to the follow ng requirenents:

(a) The county nust use the incentive award for sone
type of youth enrichnment, such as, but not limted to, continuing
the inplenmentation of the plan that reduced out-of - wedl ock
pregnanci es, education-related projects, recreational facilities,
or a sumer work program and

(b) The county nust submt a report to the Depart nment

of Hunman Services on the nethods used to achi eve the reduction in
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out - of -wedl ock births, and submt a separate report to the
depart ment expl ai ning how the incentive award was spent.

(6) If the fund is not adequate to nake the distributions
presented under this section, the departnent may award funds to
counties on a reduced pro-rata basis.

(7) Funds shall be distributed each year follow ng the
rel ease of the vital statistics report of the M ssissippi State
Department of Health. The first disbursement fromthe fund shal
be made after such report is rel eased which shows the statistics
for cal endar year 2000.

(8) This section shall stand repealed fromand after

Decenber 31, 2003.

SECTION 2. Section 43-17-35, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as fol |l ows: [ RDD2]

43-17-35. (1) In the enactnent of the Personal
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996
(Public Law 104-193), the United States Congress nade the
following findings relating to out-of-wedl ock pregnanci es:

(a) The increase of out-of-wedl ock pregnancies and
births is well docunented.

(b) An effective strategy to conbat teenage pregnancy
nmust address the issue of male responsibility, including statutory
rape cul pability and prevention. The increase of teenage
pregnanci es anong the youngest girls is particularly severe and is
linked to predatory sexual practices by nen who are significantly
ol der.

(c) The negative consequences of an out-of - wedl ock
birth on the nother, the child, the famly and society are well
docunent ed.

(d) Currently thirty-five percent (35% of children in
si ngl e-parent hones are born out of wedlock, nearly the sane
percentage as that of children in single-parent homes whose

parents are divorced. Wile many parents find thensel ves, through
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di vorce or tragic circunstances beyond their control, facing the
difficult task of raising children al one, neverthel ess, the
negati ve consequences of raising children in single-parent homnes
are wel |l docunented.

(e) Therefore, in light of this denonstration of the
crisis in our nation, it is the sense of the Congress that
prevention of out-of-wedlock births are very inportant governnent
interests and the policy contained in this legislation is intended
to address the crisis.

(2) The Departnent of Human Services shall establish a task
force in conpliance with Public Law 104-193, consisting of public
and private organi zations and individuals to review the incidence
and circunstances of out-of-wedl ock pregnancies in M ssissippi.
Based on these findings, goals will be established by the task
force and a specific programw || be recomended to prevent and
reduce the incidence of out-of-wedl ock pregnancies in M ssissippi,
as well as the efficiency and cost effectiveness of the program
wi th special enphasis on teenage pregnancies. The task force wll
establish nunerical goals for reducing the illegitinmacy ratio of
the state as defined by federal |aw through cal endar year 2005.
The task force shall publish its findings and recomrendations with
any proposed legislation in a report to the Governor and the
Legi slature to be made on or before January 1, 1998.

(3) The task force established under subsection (2) of this
section shall continue in existence and shall study the effect
that raising the statutory age of sexual consent to age sixteen
(16) has on preventing and reducing the incidence of teenage
out - of - wedl ock pregnancies in Mssissippi fromJuly 1, 1998, to
Cctober 1, 2001. The task force shall consider whether raising
t he age of sexual consent to an age above age sixteen (16) would
be nore effective in preventing and reducing the incidence of
t eenage out - of -wedl ock pregnancies in Mssissippi. The task force

shall publish its findings and recommendati ons, together w th any

S. B. No. 3160
00\ SS03\ R1425
PAGE 4



132
133
134
135

proposed | egislation, in a report to the Governor and the

Legi sl ature on or before January 1, 2002.

SECTION 3. This act shal
and after July 1, 2000.
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take effect and be in force from



