M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: King, Wite (29th), Johnson (19th), To: Forestry
Burton
SENATE BI LL NO 3148
(As Passed the Senate)
1 AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS TO PROHI BI T OR
2 RESTRI CT OUTDOOR BURNI NG DURI NG DROUGHT OR W LDFI RE CONDI TI ONS; TO
3 PROVI DE THAT THE STATE FORESTRY COWM SSI ON SHALL DETERM NE | F SUCH
4 DROUGHT OR W LDFI RE CONDI TI ONS EXI STS; TO PROVI DE PENALTY FOR
5 VIOLATIONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.
6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
7 SECTION 1. (1) In this section, "drought or wildfire
8 conditions" neans the existence of a deficit of noisture creating
9 severe conditions with increased wildfire occurrences as
10 determned by the State Forestry Comm ssion through use of drought
11 indices or nodels or the existence of extrene wildfire conditions.
12 (2) If the State Forestry Conm ssion determ nes that drought
13 or wildfire conditions exist in a county, the comm ssion shal
14 notify the board of supervisors of that county. The conmmi ssion
15 may recomrend that a tenporary outdoor burning ban or other
16 restrictions be adopted by the board of supervisors.
17 (3) The board of supervisors may, by order, prohibit or
18 restrict outdoor burning in all or part of the unincorporated
19 parts of the county if drought or wildfire conditions have been
20 determined to exist by the State Forestry Comm ssion. An order
21 nust specify the period during which burning is restricted. The
22 State Forestry Conm ssion shall notify the board of supervisors
23 when the drought or wildfire conditions no | onger exist. Any
24 order issued under this section shall expire upon the
25 determination that the drought or wildfire conditions no | onger
26  exist.
27 (4) Any person who knowingly and willfully violates an order
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under this section is guilty of a m sdeneanor and rmay be fined not
| ess than One Hundred Dol | ars ($100.00) nor nore than Five Hundred
Dol I ars ($500. 00) .
(5) The sheriff of the county shall enforce the order and
may cite persons for violations of an order under this section.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.

S. B. No. 3148
00\ SS03\ R1085CS
PAGE 2



