M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Furniss To: Veterans and Mlitary
Affairs

SENATE BI LL NO. 3142

1 AN ACT TO PROVIDE PRIORITY | N EMPLOYMENT ASSI STANCE FOR

2 UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES VETERANS; TO REQUI RE THE STATE AUDI TOR
3 TO DEVELOP MEASURES OF SERVI CE FOR VETERANS THAT W LL SERVE AS

4 | NDI CTORS OF COVPLI ANCE WTH THE PROVI SIONS OF THI'S ACT; TO

5 REQU RE THE STATE AUDI TOR TO ANNUALLY SUBM T A REPORT DETAI LI NG

6 COVERED PROVI DERS' COVPLI ANCE W TH THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT; AND
7 FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

8 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
9 SECTION 1. (1) Purpose. The Legislature finds and decl ares
10 that veterans in M ssissippi represent a strong, productive part
11 of the workforce of this state and are di sadvantaged in their

12 pursuit of civilian enploynent through their delayed entry into

13 the civilian labor market and that it is only proper and in the

14 public interest and public welfare, that such veterans receive the
15 rmaxi mum of enploynent and training opportunities, with priority

16 given to the needs of disabled veterans and ot her targeted

17 veterans through existing prograns, coordination and mnerger of

18 prograns and inplenmentati on of new prograns.

19 (2) Veterans defined. For the purpose of this act,
20 "veteran" means a person who served on active duty (other than for
21 training) in any conponent of the United States Arned Forces for a
22 period of one hundred eighty (180) days or nore, unless rel eased
23 earlier because of service-connected disability, and who was
24 discharged or released fromthe Armed Forces under honorable
25 conditions.
26 (3) Priority defined. For the purposes of this act,
27 "priority for veterans" neans that eligible veterans who register
28 or otherwi se apply for services will be extended the opportunity
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to participate or otherwi se receive the services of the covered
provi ders before the providers extend the opportunity and services
to other registered applicants.

(4) Priority enploynent directed. The State Wrkforce
| nvest nent Board will establish procedures to provide eligible
veterans with priority services set forth in the provision of the
prograns and services which are within their jurisdiction.

(5) Services defined. Priority over nonveterans in the
provi si ons of enpl oynent, training and ot her services provided by
the Workforce I nvestnment Act. Services are those activities or
efforts including, but not limted to, assessnent, registration,
case nmanagenent, referral to supportive services, which are
directed to hel p custoners.

(6) Service providers. The partners established by the
State and Local Workforce Investnent Boards who actually provide
the services to program participants.

(7) Inplenmentation and performance neasures. The State
Audi tor shall:

(a) Develop nmeasures of service for veterans that wll
serve as indicators of conpliance with the provisions of this act
by all covered service providers.

(b) Annually publish and submt to the Governor, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the President Pro
Tenpore of the Senate, beginning not later than July 1, 2000, a
report detailing covered providers' conpliance with the provisions
of this act.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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