M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Kirby To: Finance

SENATE BI LL NO. 3138

1 AN ACT TO REQUI RE CERTAI N HEALTH | NSURANCE POLI CI ES TO OFFER
2 AN OPTI ONAL PROVI SI ON PROVI DI NG COVERAGE OF SEVERE MENTAL | LLNESS;
3 TO DEFI NE THE TERM " SEVERE MENTAL | LLNESS'; TO PROVI DE FOR

4 APPLI CABI LI TY OF THE ACT; TO PROVI DE THAT A POLI CY SHALL BE IN

5 COWPLIANCE WTH THE ACT | F I T | NCLUDES CERTAI N BENEFI TS; AND FOR
6 RELATED PURPOSES.

7 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
8 SECTION 1. (1) Every person authorized to issue a hospital
9 or nedical expense policy, hospital or nedical service contract,
10 enployee welfare benefit plan, health and acci dent insurance

11 policy, or any other insurance contract of this type in this

12 state, including a group insurance plan, self-insurance plan, and
13 the M ssissippi State and School Enpl oyees Health Insurance Pl an,
14 delivered or issued for delivery in this state on or after January
15 1, 2001, shall offer to the policy holder in all group, blanket,
16 and franchise policies an optional provision in the policy,

17 contract, benefit plan, agreement, or program which states that
18 benefits shall be payable for services rendered for the treatnent
19 of severe nmental or nervous disorders, or both, illness under the
20 sane circunstances and conditions or greater as benefits are paid
21 under those policies, contracts, benefits plans, agreenents, or
22 prograns for all other diagnoses, illnesses, or accidents. For
23 purposes of this section, "severe nental illness" shall include
24 any of the follow ng diagnosed severe nental illnesses:
25 (a) Schizophrenia or schizoaffective disorder;
26 (b) Bipolar disorder;
27 (c) Pervasive devel opnental disorder or autism
28 (d) Panic disorder;
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(e) (Obsessive-conpul sive disorder;

(f) Major depressive disorder;

(g) Anorexialbulima;

(h) Generalized anxiety disorder;

(i) Posttraumatic stress disorder;

(j) Psychosis NOS

(k) Mental disorders due to a general nedical
condi ti on;

(1) Tourette's Disorder.

(2) (a) Any issuer of a group, blanket, or franchise
policy, contract, benefit plan, agreement, or program specified in
subsection (1) shall also offer to the policyhol der an opti onal
provision in the policy, contract benefit plan, agreenent, or
program whi ch states that benefits shall be payable for the
treatnent of nmental disorders other than severe nental illness as
defined in subsection (1) under the same circunmstances and
conditions as benefits are paid under those policies, contracts,
benefit plans, agreenents, or prograns for all other diagnoses,
ill nesses, or accidents.

(b) If the policyholder elects not to purchase this
optional coverage, the issuer shall notify the policyholder in any
renewal , reinstatenent, or nodified policy, contract, benefit
pl an, agreenent, or programas to the availability of the optional
cover age.

(3) (a) The provisions of this section shall apply only to
group, bl anket, and franchi se policies.

(b) The provisions of this section shall not apply to
i ndividually underwritten health insurance plans; short-term
limted-duration health insurance policies; and individually under
witten [imted benefit and suppl enmental health insurance
pol i ci es.

(4) A policy, contract, benefit plan, agreenment, or program

shall be in conpliance with the requirenments of subsection (1) if
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it includes the follow ng benefits:
(a) Forty-five (45) inpatient days per covered
i ndi vi dual per cal endar year. However, a policy, contract,
benefit plan, agreenent, or program nmay provide a nethod to all ow
a covered individual to exchange two (2) days of parti al
hospitalization or two (2) days of residential treatnent center
hospitalization for each inpatient day of treatnent.
(b) Fifty-two (52) outpatient visits per covered

i ndi vi dual per cal endar year, including the intensive outpatient
program However, a policy, contract, benefit plan, agreenent, or
program may provide a nethod to allow a covered individual to
exchange one(1) inpatient day of treatnent for four (4) outpatient
visits or exchange four (4) outpatient visits for one (1)
i npati ent day of treatnent.

(5) No policy, contract, benefit plan, agreenent, or program
i ssued or entered into pursuant to this section shall contain any
provision for a waiting period in excess of sixty (60) days from
the effective date of the policy before the benefits are payable
for the treatnent of severe nental illness or other nental
di sorders.

Not hing in this section shall be construed to prohibit
managenent of the provision of benefits for nmental disorders
t hrough such nethod as preadm ssion screening prior to the
aut hori zation of services or any other mechani smdesigned to limt
coverage for services for nental disorders only to those deened
nmedi cal | y necessary by a licensed nental health professional.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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