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SENATE BI LL NO. 3136

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 35-1-7, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
AUTHORI ZE THE STATE VETERANS AFFAI RS BOARD TO PURCHASE CONTRACTS
FOR AUTOMOBI LE | NSURANCE; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 35-1-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as follows: [ JVRL]

35-1-7. The duties of the State Veterans Affairs Board shal
be to assist forner and present nmenbers of the Arned Forces of the
United States, and their dependents, in securing any benefits or
privileges under any federal or state |aw or regulation to which
they are entitled and to advise the Governor and Legi sl ature on
veterans affairs. Moreover, veterans or their dependents shall be
given their choice of organizations to represent themin instances
where a case is appeal ed, and the board shall lend its ful
cooperation in connection therewth.

The board and its enpl oyees shall cooperate fully with al
congressionally chartered veterans organi zations within the state,
i ncludi ng servicing the power of attorney of the congressionally
chartered veterans organi zati ons upon the request of the
organi zations to the State Veterans Affairs Board in the
prosecution of all clainms on behalf of veterans. However, al
powers of attorney to the State Veterans Affairs Board shall be
processed first, and thereafter, powers of attorney shall be
processed for veterans organizations in the ratio that the
menber shi p of the organi zation bears to the total nunber of

veterans residing in M ssissippi.
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The State Veterans Affairs Board is designated as the "state
approvi ng agency"” for the State of Mssissippi. It shall be the
duty of the State Veterans Affairs Board to i nspect, approve and
supervi se schools, institutions and establishnents for war orphan
and veteran training as provided in Section 1771, Chapter 35,
Title 38, United States Code, and in any subsequent acts passed by
the Congress of the United States for the purpose of education and
trai ning of war orphans or forner and present nenbers of the Arned
Forces of the United States. The State Veterans Affairs Board is
authorized to enploy the needed personnel to performthe duties as
outlined in Section 1771, Chapter 35, Title 38, United States
Code, and in any subsequent acts as enacted by the Congress of the
United States, and to enter into contract with the Departnent of
Veterans Affairs for salary and travel reinbursenent for personnel
enpl oyed for this purpose.

The State Veterans Affairs Board shall operate al
M ssi ssi ppi state veterans honmes when established as authorized by
Sections 35-1-19 through 35-1-29.

The State Veterans Affairs Board is authorized to purchase

contracts for autonpbil e insurance.

The State Veterans Affairs Board is authorized to adopt such
policies and to prescribe such rules and regulations as it may
deem necessary for the proper adm nistration of this chapter.
However, such policies and regul ations shall not be in conflict
with any of the provisions of this chapter.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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