M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000
By: Smth To: Education

SENATE BI LL NO. 3129

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-13-131, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
2 TO DI RECT PUBLI C SCHOOL DI STRI CTS TO GRANT CHEERLEADERS I N M DDLE
3 SCHOCL AND HI GH SCHOOL 1/2 CREDI T I N PHYSI CAL EDUCATI ON; AND FOR
4 RELATED PURPGCSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
6 SECTION 1. Section 37-13-131, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

7 anmended as foll ows: [ RDD1]

8 37-13-131. (1) The State Departnent of Education is

9 designated as the state agency responsible for the admnistration
10 and supervision of the Conprehensive School Health Education

11 Program as an educational curriculumin the State of M ssissippi.
12 It is the intent of the Legislature that all funds made avail abl e
13 to the State Departnent of Education for the purpose of

14 conprehensi ve school health education shall be adm nistered by the
15 State Departnent of Education.

16 (2) Pursuant to the provisions of subsection (1) of this

17 section, the State Departnent of Education is authorized to

18 establish an Ofice of Conprehensive School Health Education

19 wthin the franework of the State Departnment of Education for the
20 purpose of devel oping standards, procedures and criteria for the
21 admnistration and supervision of a statew de program of health

22 education in Kindergarten through Grade 12. The State Departnent
23 of Education, through the O fice of Conprehensive School Health

24  Education, shall assume the further responsibility for pronoting a
25 statewide effort designed to prepare |ocal school faculties and

26 staffs to incorporate the conprehensive health educati on concept
27 into their local educational prograns.
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(3) The M ssissippi Departnent of Health, in conjunction
with the Ofice of Student Devel opnment-Branch of Health-Rel ated
Services of the State Departnment of Education, shall develop a
| ong-range strategic plan for a Conprehensive School Health
Education Programin Grades K through 12. The Conprehensive
School Heal th Education Program shall enconpass four (4)
i nt erdependent conponents: (a) health education; (b) health
service; (c) physical education and fitness; and (d) a heal t hful
school environnent. These curricul um conponents shall be desi gned
to devel op deci si on-maki ng conpetencies related to health and
heal th behavior. Such curricul um conponents are intended to
noti vate heal th mai nt enance and pronote wel I ness, not only to
prevent disease or disability. The M ssissippi Departnment of
Health, in conjunction with the Ofice of Student
Devel opnent - Branch of Heal t h- Rel at ed Servi ces of the Departnent of
Education, shall develop the strategic plan and nake a report
thereon to the Governor and the Legislature on or before January
1, 1995.

(4) Beginning with the 2000-2001 school year, the State

Board of FEducation shall, for purposes of accreditation, require

all school districts to offer one-half (1/2) credit in physical

education and fitness classes for participating cheerleaders in

Grades 7-12.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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