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St ogner To: Agriculture

SENATE BILL NO 3015
(As Passed the Senate)

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE AND
COMVERCE TO CERTI FY THE | DENTI TY, PURI TY AND OTHER RELEVANT
FACTORS OF CATFI SH STRAINS RELEASED OR MARKETED IN M SSI SSI PPI; TO
PLACE CERTAI N RESTRI CTIONS ON THE SALE OF SUCH CATFI SH, TO REQUI RE
CATFI SH TO BE I N FULL COWVPLI ANCE W TH THE DEPARTMENT' S REGULATI ON
TO BE ELI G BLE FOR CERTI FI CATI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) The Departnent of Agriculture and Commerce

is vested with the full authority to establish and specify rules
and regulations for the type, identity, purity and other rel ated
factors to catfish strains to be released or marketed in the

st at e.

(2) The Department of Agriculture and Comrmerce shall not
have the power to engage in the sale of certified catfish or to
desi gnate any agency or individual to sell certified catfish
except that the departnment nay pronote the sale of certified
catfish in general through adverti sing.

(3) The departnment nay assess reasonable fees for certifying
catfish under this act.

SECTION 2. (1) Every person who issues, uses any

advertisenment or makes any witten or printed representation of
description of catfish intended for propagation, rel ease, or sale
and uses terns "certified," "state certified" or "M ssissipp
certified" or any simlar words or phrase which expressly or
inpliedly state or represent such catfish, or catfish seed stock
conply with or conformto the certification standards or

requi renents as required by the Departnent of Agriculture and

Commerce shall conply with this act and the regul ati ons of the
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depart nment.

(2) No catfish shall be eligible for certification under
this act except by full conpliance to the standards, requirenents
and regul ati ons of the Departnent of Agriculture and Commerce for
certification.

(3) Any person who violates this act or any regul ati on of
t he Departnent of Agriculture and Commerce is guilty of a
m sdeneanor and subject to penalties under Section 69-7-613.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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