M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000
By: Tollison To: Public Health and

Vel fare
Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2995

1 AN ACT TO CREATE A TASK FORCE TO STUDY THE EXI STI NG
2 VULNERABLE ADULT AND ELDERLY SERVI CES I N THE STATE; TO PROVI DE FOR
3 THE MEMBERSH P OF THE TASK FORCE; TO REQUI RE THE TASK FORCE TO
4 SUBM T TO THE LEQ SLATURE A REPORT OF I TS FI NDI NGS AND
5 RECOMMVENDATI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOCSES.
6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
7 SECTION 1. The Legislature finds that:
8 (a) Services to the elderly and vul nerable adults are
9 reportedly inadequate in the State of M ssissippi;
10 (b) The structure of the service delivery systemis
11 reportedly not efficient and effective for adequate inplenentation
12 of services;
13 (c) No guardianship programexists in the State of
14 M ssi ssippi;
15 (d) Coordination of services is |acking and gaps exi st
16 regarding needed services to the elderly and vul nerable adults in
17 the State of M ssissippi;
18 (e) There is no funding for the Vul nerable Adults Act
19 which was originally enacted in 1986; and
20 (f) Few services exist to aid famlies and care givers
21 with the care of vulnerable adults and elderly famly nenbers
22 which could prevent the abuse and negl ect of vul nerable adults and
23 the elderly.
24 SECTION 2. (1) There is hereby created a task force to
25 study the existing vulnerable adult and elderly services in this
26 state, specifically but not exclusively to:
27 (a) Determne the gaps and duplication in services to
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vul nerable adults and the elderly in this state;

(b) Determine the barriers to service delivery;

(c) Examine the structure of the current service
delivery systens for effectiveness and efficiency;

(d) Determ ne needed services and structural changes in
the service delivery system

(e) Examine current prevention of abuse and negl ect
prograns and services, i.e., adult foster care, respite care,
adult day care, voluntary services, and care giver support groups;

(f) Review existing prograns, services and service
delivery systens in other states; and

(g) Review funding needs for inplenentation of the
Vul nerabl e Adults Act and the creation of needed services, and to
exam ne the need for a public guardianship in the state.

(2) The task force shall be conposed of the follow ng

menbers:

(a) One (1) menber of the Senate to be appointed by the
Li eut enant Gover nor;

(b) One (1) menber of the House of Representatives to
be appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(c) One (1) menber selected by the M ssissipp
Conf erence on Chancery Judges;

(d) One (1) menber selected by the American Association
of Retired Persons;

(e) One (1) menber selected by the Association of
Retarded G tizens;

(f) One (1) menmber selected by the National Alliance
for the Mentally II1;

(e) One (1) menber selected by the Al zheinmer's
Associ ati on;

(g) One (1) menber selected by the Veterans of Foreign
Wars Associ ati on;

(h) The Executive Director of the D vision of Mdicaid,;
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(i) One (1) menber representative fromthe Ofice of
the Long-term Care QOrbudsman Program

(j) One (1) menber selected by the M ssissippi Hospital
Associ ati on;

(k) The Director of the Division of Famly and
Children's Services, Departnent of Human Servi ces;

(1) The Director of the Adult and Agi ng Services,
Depart ment of Human Servi ces;

(m One (1) menber selected by the National Association
of Social Workers;

(n) One (1) nenber selected by the M ssissippi Medical
Associ ati on;

(o) One (1) menber selected by the M ssissippi Chancery
Cl erk Association; and

(p) One (1) menber selected by the Ofice of Rural
Legal Servi ces.

(3) Funding for the task force may be provided from any
funds that may be appropriated by the Legislature for that
pur pose, or from any funds avail able from ot her sources.

(4) Menbers of the board shall not receive any conpensation
or per diem but may receive travel reinbursenent provided in
Section 25-3-41, except that the legislators shall receive per
di em and expenses which shall be paid fromthe contingent expense
funds of their respective houses in the sanme anmount as provided
for commttee neetings when the Legislature is not in session;
however, no per diem and expenses for attending neetings of the
task force shall be paid to legislators while the Legislature is
in session.

(5) The task force shall submt to the Legislature on or
before January 1, 2001, a report of its findings and
recommendati ons, and upon filing the report, shall be dissol ved.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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