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Hyde-Smith To: Judiciary

SENATE BI LL NO. 2971

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 45-9-151, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO REVI SE DI SPOSAL BY LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCI ES OF SEI ZED WEAPONS
AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 45-9-151, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ CSQL]

45-9-151. (1) Every law enforcenent agency of the state or
of any political subdivision thereof shall maintain a docket which
shall contain a record of all deadly weapons that are seized by
enpl oyees of such | aw enforcenent agency. Such docket shal
i nclude the nane of the arresting officer, the date of the arrest,
t he charge upon which the seizure was based, the nanme of the
person from whom such deadly weapon was sei zed, the physical
description of the deadly weapon, the serial nunber, if any, of
t he deadl y weapon, and the chain of custody of the deadly weapon.

(2) Every deadly weapon seized by any | aw enforcenent
of ficer shall be entered into the docket required to be naintained
pursuant to subsection (1) of this section within ten (10) days
after the occurrence of such seizure.

(3) If the court orders any seized deadly weapon to be
forfeited and di sposed of by sale, the proceeds of such sal e shal
be deposited into the general fund of the governnental entity of
whi ch such | aw enforcenent agency is a part and shall be budgeted
to such | aw enforcenent agency. The provisions of this subsection
shall not apply to deadly weapons that are subject to forfeiture

pursuant to Section 41-29-153, M ssissippi Code of 1972. The
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court may al so order any weapon to be destroyed, which destruction

shall be duly entered in the docket required to be maintai ned

pursuant to this subsection

(4) Any |aw enforcenent officer who knowingly fails to cause
a seized deadly weapon to be entered into the docket within the
time limt specified in subsection (2) of this section shall be
guilty of a m sdenmeanor and, upon conviction thereof, may be fined
not nmore than One Thousand Dol l ars ($1,000.00). A conviction
under the provisions of this section shall not be used as the
basis for renmoval of a person fromelective office.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.

S. B. No. 2971
00\ SS03\ R1316
PAGE 2



