M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000
By: Huggi ns To: Public Health and

Vel fare
Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2936

1 AN ACT TO DI RECT THE M SSI SSI PPl DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVI CES
2 TO DEVELOP A PLAN TO STRENGTHEN FAM LI ES USI NG FUNDS AVAI LABLE TO
3 THE AGENCY FOR THAT PURPOSE; TO PROVI DE CERTAI N SPECI FI C SERVI CE
4 COVMPONENTS OF THE PLAN;, TO AUTHORI ZE THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN
5 SERVI CES TO ENTER | NTO COOPERATI VE AGREEMENTS W TH CERTAI N PUBLI C
6 AND PRI VATE ENTI TI ES TO PROVI DE SUCH SERVI CES; AND FOR RELATED
7  PURPGCSES.
8 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
9 SECTION 1. The Departnent of Human Services is authorized
10 and directed to develop a plan for investing in prograns and
11 services to strengthen famlies using funds available to the
12 agency for these purposes. Specifically included in the plan wll
13 be strategies for expanding the Agency's Famlies First famly
14 resource programto all counties, expanding the range of services
15 provided through Fam lies First by either establishing new service
16 conponents or devel opi ng cooperative agreenments with (a) |ocal
17 school district parental assistance centers, (b) Head Start
18 progranms, (c) conmmunity-based child care providers, (d) the
19 Cooperative Extension Service, and (e) privately operated state or
20 local progranms that provide related services to the targeted
21 population. The plan shall also address the uni que devel opnent al
22 needs of Mssissippi's | ow inconme preschool -age popul ati on through
23 the provision of high quality early care and educati on services
24 that operate on a full day, year-round basis through Head Start
25 and conmunity-based child care providers. For the purposes of the
26 plan, standards should address the feasibility of high quality for
27 four-year-old children as defined as a group size of ten (10)
28 staffed by a licensed early chil dhood teacher and a teacher
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assi stant usi ng neasurabl e curricul um benchmarks that provide for
t he opti mum devel opnent of enrolled children with instructional
activities to support the achievenent of the benchmarks.
Addi tionally, any school -age care services proposed in the plan
shall nmeet not only the uni que devel opnental needs of
M ssi ssi ppi ' s school -age popul ati on kindergarten to age thirteen
(13) but also the state's econonic devel opnent needs by
coordinating the care for these children during out-of-school tine
with the operating hours of business and industry in the
comunities where these services would be provided. Any
antici pated need for the m nor renovation and repair of public
par ks, playgrounds and facilities necessary for early care and
education, school-age care and famly resource center prograns
shal |l al so be addressed in the plan.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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