M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Dearing To: Econom c Dev, Tourism
and Parks

SENATE BILL NO 2896
(As Passed the Senate)

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-35-504, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
2 TO DELETE THE REPEALER ON THE AUTHORI TY OF THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR
3 OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOM C AND COVMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT TO

4 WTHHOLD COMMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANTS FROM WATER SYSTEMS

5 UNLESS THEY ARE VI ABLE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
7 SECTION 1. Section 43-35-504, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
8 anended as follows: [ CRGL]

9 43-35-504. (1) (a) Except as provided in subsection (2) of
10 this section, the Executive Director of the Departnment of Econom c
11 and Community Devel opnent shall not award a comunity devel opnent
12 block grant to any county or municipality for the purpose of

13 meking inprovenents, including expansions, rehabilitation or

14 repair, to an existing public water system unless that systemis
15 determned to be viable. The Departnent of Econom ¢ and Comrunity
16 Devel opment nmay require any applicant for which a determ nation of
17 viability is required under this section to submt information

18 deened necessary by the executive director for that determ nation.
19 A prelimnary determ nation of viability shall be made by the
20 Executive Director of the Departnment of Econom ¢ and Comrunity
21 Devel oprment following receipt of a witten recommendati on on
22 viability fromthe State Health O ficer and the Executive Director
23 of the Public Uilities Staff. The recommendati on of the State
24 Health Oficer and the Executive Director of the Public Uilities
25 Staff shall be based on information received fromthe Depart nment
26 of Econom c and Comrunity Devel opnent and any other information
27 available to the State Departnment of Health or Public Uilities
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Staff, as applicable. The State Departnment of Health and the
Public Uilities Staff shall assist the Departnent of Econom c and
Communi ty Devel opnment in devel oping appropriate forns as required
for inmplenmentation of this section.

(b) Wthin five (5) days following a prelimnary
determ nation that a public water systemis not viable by the
Executive Director of the Departnment of Econom c and Conmunity
Devel opnent, the executive director shall provide witten notice
by certified mail, return receipt requested to the owner or
presi dent of the board of the system and the governing authority
of the applicant. The notice shall contain the reasons for the
determ nation of nonviability. The owner or president of the
board of the system nay appeal the prelimnary determ nation to
t he Executive Director of the Departnment of Econom ¢ and Comrunity
Devel opnent, who shall make a final determ nation

(2) The Executive Director of the Departnent of Econom c and
Communi ty Devel opnment nmay award a community devel opnent bl ock
grant to any county or nunicipality for the purpose of making
i mprovenents, including expansions, rehabilitation or repair, to
an existing public water system if after receipt of a witten
recomrendation fromthe State Health O ficer and the Executive
Director of the Public Uilities Staff, the Executive Director of
t he Departnent of Econom ¢ and Comunity Devel opnent makes a fi nal
determ nation that the public water system may becone vi abl e as
the result of the grant award. The Executive Director of the
Depart ment of Econom ¢ and Community Devel opnent may al so award a
grant if an extrenme energency exists. |In making a grant award,

t he Executive Director of the Departnment of Econom ¢ and Comrunity
Devel opnent may i npose any conditions on the grant deened
necessary after consultation with the State Health O ficer and the
Executive Director of the Public Utilities Staff, including, but
not limted to, interconnection with another existing system or
satellite or contract managenent.
* %

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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