M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Nunnel ee To: Educati on;
Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2890

1 AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE AND DI RECT THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF

2 EDUCATI ON TO DEVELOP A MENTORI NG PI LOT PROGRAM UNDER WHI CH LOCAL

3 SCHOCOL DI STRICTS THROUGHOUT M SSI SSI PPI W LL ESTABLI SH MENTORI NG

4 PROGRAMS FOCUSI NG ON SUPPORTI NG CHI LDREN AND YOQUTH I N SCHOOL- BASED
5 SETTINGS; TO SET CRI TERIA FOR SUCH MENTORI NG PROGRAMS; TO PROVI DE
6 FOR AN ASSESSMENT PROCESS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

7 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
8 SECTION 1. (1) The State Departnent of Education is

9 authorized and directed to establish up to eight (8) pilot

10 progranms to involve school districts across M ssissippi in

11 devel oping effective nentoring services in |ocal elenentary and

12 mddle schools. One (1) pilot programshall be established in

13 each M ssissippi Congressional District and three (3) in the

14 state-at-large, one (1) of which shall be |located in an urban

15 school district and one (1) of which shall be located in a

16 district having a Level 1 or Level 2 accreditation. The school

17 district mentoring pilot prograns will support schools and their
18 nmentoring prograns by providing recruitnment of volunteer nentors,
19 nmentor training, support for the nmentoring activities and quality
20 control to assure that the children of M ssissippi receive the
21 highest standard of nmentoring. Such services will be provided
22 through a central state office and regional service centers
23 strategically |located throughout the state.
24 (2) The goals of the programare to build confidence, and
25 conpetence anong students needing the support of a caring role
26 nodel. Studies show that the bond between nentor and nentee
27 reduces the likelihood of substance abuse, skipping school and the
28 use of violence as well as increasing a child' s school performance
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and positive famly ties. Mentoring services shall consist of
screened adult or high school volunteers regularly neeting on a
one-to-one basis with elenentary or m ddl e school students at the
school during or after school hours. Mentors and nentees neet for
activities connected to increasing school success, tutoring, and
conversations allowing the child to grow in confidence and

sel f -understanding. The progranms will screen nentors and natch
students with their prospective nentors. Mentoring services wl
be devel oped in partnership with school staff, corporations, civic
and religious groups and nonprofit organizations. The State
Depart ment of Education shall devel op, in cooperation with
national nentoring initiatives, an assessnment process in which the
children involved will be assessed for inpact in the areas of
academ c performance and youth devel opnent.

(3) The State Departnment of Education shall provide to the
Legi sl ature an annual report reflecting school districts involved,
nunber of mentoring relationships and growth of the nentees in the
areas of academ c performance and youth devel opnent.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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