M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000
By: M nor To: County Affairs

SENATE BI LL NO. 2802

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 27-1-11, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,

2 REQU RE THE OFFI CE OF TAX COLLECTOR AND THE OFFI CE OF ASSESSOR TO

3 BE SEPARATE | N COUNTIES WTH A TOTAL ASSESSED VALUATI ON OF

4 $140, 000, 000. 00 OR MORE; TO AMEND SECTI ON 27-1-13, M SSI SSI PP

5 CODE OF 1972, IN CONFORM TY THERETO, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

7 SECTION 1. Section 27-1-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

8 anended as follows: [ WAN1]

9 27-1-11. (1) In counties with a total assessed val uation of
10 at least Sixty-five MIlion Dollars ($65,000,000.00) but |ess than
11 One Hundred Forty MIlion Dollars ($140,000,000.00), the board of
12 supervisors, inits discretion, nmay separate the office of tax
13 collector fromthe office of assessor by resolution spread upon
14 the mnutes of the board, provided that such resolution shall cone
15 into effect with the succeeding termof office and shall not
16 affect any duly elected official during the performance of his
17 term
18 Any such resolution to separate the offices shall be adopted
19 on or before February 1, 1971, or on or before February 1 of any
20 succeeding year in which general county and statew de el ections
21 are held.

22 After the offices have been separated, they shall remain

23 separate until consolidated by |like resolution of the board of

24 supervisors for the succeeding term provided, however, such

25 resolution to consolidate the offices, having been once separated,
26 shall becone effective only after the affirmative vote of a

27 mgjority of the qualified voters of the county participating in an
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el ection to be held in conformty, in all respects, with the
appl i cabl e statutes governing special elections.

(2) In any county with a total assessed val uation of One

Hundred Forty MIlion Dollars ($140,000,000.00) or nore, the

office of tax collector and the office of assessor shall be

separ at e.
SECTION 2. Section 27-1-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as fol |l ows: [ WANZ]
27-1-13. In any * * * county that has properly adopted a

resolution to separate the office of tax collector and the office

of assessor pursuant to Section 27-1-11(1), and in any county that

the office of tax collector and the office of assessor are

required to be separate pursuant to the provisions of Section

27-1-11(2), the separate tax collector * * * shall possess the

sanme qualifications and be elected at the sanme tine and in the
same manner as provided by |aw for the assessor. He shall give
bond, with sufficient surety, to be payable, conditioned and
approved as provided by law, in a penalty equal to five percent
(5% of the sumof all the state and county taxes shown by the
assessnent rolls and the |evies to have been collectible in the
county for the year inmmediately preceding the comencenent of the
termof office for said collector, and he shall also take and file
the oath of office as tax collector; however, such bond shall not
exceed the anount of One Hundred Thousand Dol |l ars ($100, 000. 00).
Such tax collector shall collect all taxes heretofore collected by
sheriffs or assessors, as the case may be, in said counties,
including but not limted to ad val orem and privil ege taxes,
charges and fees of every kind and nature heretofore conprising a
portion of the tax collecting duties of the sheriffs or assessors
of said counties and shall pay same nonthly to the collecting
political subdivision without retaining any portion thereof for
his services. Provided, however, regardl ess of the political
subdi vi sion or fund for which the tax was coll ected, the tax

coll ector shall pay at |east the percentage of such tax heretofore
retained by the sheriff as his fee directly into the general fund
of the concerned county, and said paynent shall be made by the

twentieth day of the nonth follow ng collection. Such tax
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collectors shall performall of the tax collecting duties in such
counties heretofore perfornmed by the sheriffs or assessors
thereof, as the case nay be, with the full and conplete authority
and liabilities heretofore possessed by or inposed upon said
sheriffs or assessors. However, a tax collector shall not be
liable for ad val oremtaxes, privilege taxes, charges and fees
coll ected by him paynent for which was nade by a check, draft or
ot her order for the paynent of noney which has been returned to
the tax collector because of insufficient funds in the account on
whi ch such check, draft or order was drawn, if the tax collector
has exhausted all reasonabl e neans of collecting such instrunent,
including the filing of a civil suit or presentation to the
district attorney for collection under Section 97-19-73 et seq.

SECTION 3. The Attorney General of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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