M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Turner To: Elections

SENATE BI LL NO. 2801

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-4-5, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
2 FREEZE THE UNI TED STATES CONGRESSI ONAL DI STRI CTS FOR PURPOSES OF
3 ELECTI ON AND APPO NTMENT OF JUDGES OF THE COURT OF APPEALS; AND
4 FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
6 SECTION 1. Section 9-4-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

7 anmended as follows: [ CSQL]

8 9-4-5. (1) The termof office of judges of the Court of

9 Appeals shall be eight (8) years. An election shall be held on
10 the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber 1994, to

11 elect the ten (10) judges of the Court of Appeals, two (2) from
12 each United States congressional district, as the sane existed on
13 January 1, 1994. The judges of the Court of Appeals shall begin
14 service on the first Mnday of January 1995.

15 (2) (a) In order to provide that the offices of not nore
16 than a mpjority of the judges of said court shall becone vacant at
17 any one (1) tine, the terns of office of six (6) of the judges

18 first to be elected shall expire in | ess than eight (8) years.

19 For the purpose of all elections of nenbers of the court, each of
20 the ten (10) judges of the Court of Appeals shall be considered a
21 separate office. The two (2) offices in each of the five (5)
22 congressional districts shall be designated Position Nunber 1 and
23 Position Nunber 2, and in qualifying for office as a candi date for
24 any office of judge of the Court of Appeals each candi date shal
25 state the position nunber of the office to which he aspires and
26 the election ballots shall so indicate.
27 (i) In Congressional District Nunber 1, the judge
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of the Court of Appeals for Position Nunber 1 shall be that office
for which the termends January 1, 1999, and the judge of the
Court of Appeals for Position Nunber 2 shall be that office for

whi ch the termends January 1, 2003.

(i1i) In Congressional District Nunmber 2, the judge
of the Court of Appeals for Position Nunber 1 shall be that office
for which the termends on January 1, 2003, and the judge of the
Court of Appeals for Position Nunber 2 shall be that office for
whi ch the termends January 1, 2001.

(tii) In Congressional District Nunmber 3, the
judge of the Court of Appeals for Position Nunber 1 shall be that
of fice for which the termends on January 1, 2001, and the judge
of the Court of Appeals for Position Nunber 2 shall be that office
for which the termends January 1, 1999.

(tv) In Congressional District Nunmber 4, the judge
of the Court of Appeals for Position Nunber 1 shall be that office
for which the termends on January 1, 1999, and the judge of the
Court of Appeals for Position Nunber 2 shall be that office for
whi ch the termends January 1, 2003.

(v) In Congressional District Nunber 5, the judge
of the Court of Appeals for Position Nunber 1 shall be that office
for which the termends on January 1, 2003, and the judge of the
Court of Appeals for Position Nunber 2 shall be that office for
whi ch the termends January 1, 2001.

(b) The laws regul ating the general elections shal
apply to and govern the el ections of judges of the Court of
Appeal s except as otherw se provided in Sections 23-15-974 through
23-15-985.

(c) In the year prior to the expiration of the term of
an incunbent, and |ikew se each eighth year thereafter, an
el ection shall be held in the manner provided in this section in
t he congressional district fromwhich the i ncunmbent Court of

Appeal s judge was el ected at which there shall be elected a
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successor to the incunbent, whose termof office shall thereafter
begin on the first Mdnday of January of the year in which the term
of the incunbent he succeeds expires.

(3) No person shall be eligible for the office of judge of
the Court of Appeals who has not attained the age of thirty (30)
years at the tine of his election and who has not been a
practicing attorney and citizen of the state for five (5) years
i mredi ately precedi ng such el ection.

(4) Any vacancy on the Court of Appeals shall be filled by
appoi ntment of the Governor for that portion of the unexpired term
prior to the election to fill the remai nder of said term according
to provisions of Section 23-15-849, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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