M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Turner To: Judiciary

SENATE BI LL NO. 2799

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 63-2-1 AND 63-2-7, M SSI SSI PPl CODE
2 OF 1972, TO REQUI RE ALL PASSENGERS OF CERTAIN MOTOR VEHI CLES TO BE
3 PROPERLY RESTRAI NED WHI LE THE VEH CLE IS I N MOTI ON AND TO MAKE A
4 VI OLATI ON A PRI MARY OFFENSE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
6 SECTION 1. Section 63-2-1, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
7 anmended as follows: [ CSQL]
8 63-2-1. (1) Wen a passenger notor vehicle is operated in
9 forward notion on a public road, street or highways within this
10 state, every operator and every * * * passenger * * * shall wear a
11 properly fastened safety seat belt system required to be
12 installed in the vehicle when nanufactured pursuant to Federal
13 Modtor Vehicle Safety Standard 208. Children under the age of four
14 (4) years shall be protected as required by Sections 63-7-301
15 through 63-7-313.
16 (2) "Passenger notor vehicle" for purposes of this chapter
17 neans a notor vehicle designed to carry fifteen (15) or fewer
18 passengers, including the driver, but does not include
19 notorcycles, nopeds, all-terrain vehicles or trailers.
20 (3) This section shall not apply to:
21 (a) Vehicles which may be registered for "farnt use,
22 including "inplenments of husbandry"” as defined in Section
23 63-21-5(d), and "farmtractors"” as defined in Section 63-3-105(a);
24 (b) An operator or passenger possessing a witten
25 verification froma licensed physician that he is unable to wear a
26 safety belt system for medical reasons;
27 (c) A passenger car operated by a rural letter carrier
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of the United States Postal Service or by a utility nmeter reader
while on duty; or
(d) Buses.

SECTION 2. Section 63-2-7, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ CSQ]

63-2-7. (1) A violation of this chapter shall be a
m sdemeanor, punishable by a fine of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00)
upon conviction; however, only the operator of a vehicle may be
fined for a violation of this chapter by the operator or for a
violation of this chapter by a passenger. * * * The maxi numfine
that nay be inposed agai nst the operator of a vehicle for a
violation of this chapter by the operator or for a violation of
this chapter by one or nore passengers shall be Twenty-five
Dol l ars ($25.00) in the aggregate.

(2) Aviolation of this chapter shall not be entered on the
driving record of any individual so convicted, nor shall any state
assessnent provided for by Section 99-19-73, or any other state
| aw, be inposed or coll ected.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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