M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Nunnel ee To: Education

SENATE BI LL NO. 2784

1 AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE AND DI RECT PRI NCI PALS AND TEACHERS | N

2 PUBLI C ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS TO CONDUCT A DAILY ORAL

3 RECI TATI ON OF AN EXCERPT FROM THE " DECLARATI ON OF | NDEPENDENCE" ;

4 AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

6 SECTION 1. Principals and teachers in each public elenentary

7 and secondary school of each school district in this state shal

8 conduct, before the opening exercises of each school day, an oral

9 recitation of the follow ng excerpt fromthe "Decl aration of

10 I ndependence”:

11 W hold these truths to be self-evident, that all nen

12 are created equal, that they are endowed by their

13 Creator with certain unalienable rights, that anong

14 these are |ife, liberty, and the pursuit of happi ness.

15 That to secure these rights, governnments are instituted

16 anong nmen, deriving their just powers fromthe consent

17 of the governed....

18 In addition to the recitation required by this section, every

19 school shall provide that, fromtine to time, an explanation of these
20 words fromthe Declaration of |Independence be given to students. The
21 explanation shall include in a manner appropriate to the grade |evel of
22 the students:
23 (a) A discussion of the nature of absol ute nonarchy, and the
24 neans by which this concept was chal l enged by the | anguage of the
25 Decl aration;
26 (b) The origins of the idea of individual liberty and
27 natural |aw and the inpact upon Anerican governnent of the ideas of the
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29
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ei ghteenth century Enli ghtennent;

(c) The role that the fundanmental principles set forth in

the Declaration played in the novenent to abolish slavery in the United

St at es;

(d) The role that the fundanmental principles set forth in
the Declaration played in the wonen's suffrage novenent;

(e) The role that the fundanmental principles set forth in
t he Decl aration have played in our system of justice;

(f) The enbodi ment of these ideals in the Bill of Rights;
and

(g) That the ternms "mankind" and "nen" are used in an
ei ghteenth century context, having been used fromthe fourteenth
century to Jefferson's tine to mean "human speci es" and "humans,"” and
are not to be read literally as restricting the |anguage of the
Declaration to apply only to the nal e gender.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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