M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Huggi ns, Bl acknon, Sinmons To: Public Health and
Vel fare

SENATE BILL NO 2776
(As Sent to Governor)

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-13-107, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
2 TO REVI SE QUALI FI CATI ONS FOR THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR OF THE

3 DVISION OF MEDI CAID I N THE OFFI CE OF THE GOVERNOR; AND FOR

4 RELATED PURPGCSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
6 SECTION 1. Section 43-13-107, M ssissippi Code of 1972, as
7 anmended by Senate Bill No. 2143, 1999 Regul ar Sessi on, which

8 becane law after veto by approval of the Legislature during the
9 2000 Regul ar Session, is anended as foll ows:

10 43-13-107. (1) The Division of Medicaid is created in the
11 O fice of the Governor and established to admnister this article
12 and perform such other duties as are prescribed by | aw.

13 (2) The Governor shall appoint a full-time director, with
14 the advice and consent of the Senate, who shall be either (a) a
15 physician with adm nistrative experience in a nedical care or

16 health program_ or (b) a person holding a graduate degree in

17 medical care adm nistration, public health, hospital

18 admnistration, or the equivalent, or (c) a person holding a

19 Dbachelor's degree in business adm nistration or hospital
20 administration, with at least ten (10) years' experience in
21 managenent-level admnistration of Medicaid prograns, and who
22 shall serve at the will and pleasure of the Governor. The
23 director shall be the official secretary and | egal custodi an of
24 the records of the division; shall be the agent of the division
25 for the purpose of receiving all service of process, summons and
26 notices directed to the division; and shall perform such ot her
27 duties as the Governor shall, fromtine to tinme, prescribe. The
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director, with the approval of the Governor and the rules and
regul ations of the State Personnel Board, shall enploy such

prof essional, adm nistrative, stenographic, secretarial, clerical
and techni cal assistance as may be necessary to performthe duties
required in admnistering this article and fix the conpensation
therefor, all in accordance with a state nerit system neeting
federal requirenents, except that when the salary of the director
is not set by law, such salary shall be set by the State Personnel
Board. No enpl oyees of the Division of Medicaid shall be
considered to be staff nenbers of the imediate Ofice of the
Governor; however, the provisions of Section 25-9-107 (c) (xv)
shall apply to the director and other adm nistrative heads of the
di vi si on.

(3) (a) There is established a Medical Care Advisory
Comm ttee, which shall be the committee that is required by
federal regulation to advise the Division of Medicaid about health
and nedi cal care services.

(b) The commttee shall consist of not |ess than el even
(11) nenbers, as foll ows:

(1) The Governor shall appoint five (5) nmenbers,
one (1) from each congressional district as presently constituted;

(ii) The Lieutenant Governor shall appoint three
(3) menbers, one (1) fromeach Suprene Court district;

(i) The Speaker of the House of Representatives
shal | appoint three (3) nmenbers, one (1) from each Suprene Court
district.

Al'l nmenbers appointed under this paragraph shall either be
health care providers or consuners of health care services. One
(1) menber appointed by each of the appointing authorities shal
be a board certified physician.

(c) The respective chairnen of the House Public Health
and Welfare Conmittee, the House Appropriations Comrittee, the
Senate Public Health and Welfare Commttee and the Senate
Appropriations Conmttee, or their designees, one (1) menber of
the State Senate appointed by the Lieutenant Governor and one (1)
menber of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of

t he House, shall serve as ex officio nonvoting nmenbers.
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(d) In addition to the commttee nenbers required by
par agraph (b), the commttee shall consist of such other nenbers
as are necessary to nmeet the requirenents of the federal
regul ati on applicable to the Medical Care Advisory Conmittee, who
shal | be appointed as provided in the federal regulation.

(e) The chairmanship of the Medical Care Advisory
Commttee shall alternate for twelve-nonth periods between the
chai rnmen of the House and Senate Public Health and Wl fare
Comm ttees, with the Chairman of the House Public Health and
Wel fare Commttee serving as the first chairmn.

(f) The nenbers of the commttee specified in paragraph
(b) shall serve for ternms that are concurrent with the terns of
menbers of the Legislature, and any nenber appoi nted under
par agraph (b) may be reappointed to the conmttee. The nenbers of
the commttee specified in paragraph (b) shall serve w thout
conpensation, but shall receive reinbursenment to defray actua
expenses incurred in the performance of comm ttee business as
authorized by law. Legislators shall receive per diem and
expenses which may be paid fromthe contingent expense funds of
their respective houses in the sanme anounts as provi ded for
commttee neetings when the Legislature is not in session.

(g) The conmttee shall neet not |ess than quarterly,
and conmttee nmenbers shall be furnished witten notice of the
neetings at |least ten (10) days before the date of the neeting.

(h) The Executive Director of the D vision of Mdicaid
shall submt to the conmttee all amendnents, nodifications and
changes to the state plan for the operation of the Medicaid
program for review by the conmttee before the anendnents,
nodi fi cati ons or changes may be inplenmented by the division.

(1) The conmittee, anong its duties and
responsi bilities, shall:

(i) Advise the division with respect to

anmendnents, nodifications and changes to the state plan for the
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operation of the Medicaid program

(ii) Advise the division with respect to issues
concerning recei pt and di sbhursenment of funds and eligibility for
nmedi cal assi stance;

(ti1) Advise the division with respect to
determ ning the quantity, quality and extent of nedical care
provi ded under this article;

(iv) Comunicate the views of the nedical care
prof essions to the division and comruni cate the views of the
division to the nedical care professions;

(v) Gather information on reasons that nedical
care providers do not participate in the Medicaid program and
changes that could be made in the programto encourage nore
providers to participate in the Medicaid program and advise the
division with respect to encouragi ng physicians and ot her nedi cal
care providers to participate in the Medicaid program

(vi) Provide a witten report on or before
Novenber 30 of each year to the CGovernor, Lieutenant Governor and
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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