M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Hewes To: Finance

SENATE BILL NO 2768
(As Passed the Senate)

1 AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR THE | SSUANCE OF DI STI NCTI VE MOTOR

2 VEH CLE LI CENSE TAGS DI SPLAYI NG AN EMBLEM DESI GNED BY THE

3 DEPARTMENT OF MARI NE RESOURCES; TO PROVI DE THAT A CERTAI N AMOUNT

4 OF THE FEES PAI D FOR SUCH TAGS SHALL BE DEPOSI TED | NTO THE COASTAL
5 PRESERVE ACCOUNT W THI N THE SEAFOOD FUND; TO AMEND SECTI ON

6 49-15-17, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO ESTABLI SH THE COASTAL

7 PRESERVE ACCOUNT W THI N THE SEAFOOD FUND; TO PROVI DE THAT FUNDS I N
8 SUCH ACCOUNT SHALL BE UTI LI ZED FOR THE MANAGEMENT, | MPROVEMENT AND
9 ACQUI SI TI ON OF COASTAL PRESERVES; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

10 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
11 SECTION 1. [WAN1] (1) Owners of notor vehicles upon

12 conplying with the notor vehicle laws relating to registration and
13 licensing of notor vehicles, and upon paynent of the road and

14 bridge privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
15 prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup

16 trucks and ot her noncommerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
17 an additional annual fee in the anbunt of Thirty Dollars ($30.00),
18 shall be issued a special license tag which displays an enbl em

19 designed by the Departnent of Mrine Resources.
20 (2) The Departnent of Marine Resources shall design enbl ens
21 which shall be displayed on the special license tag. The enblem
22 shall be affixed during the production of the |icense tag.
23 (3) Application for the special |icense tags shall be nade
24 to the county tax collector on fornms prescribed by the State Tax
25 Conmi ssion. The application and the additional fee, less five
26 percent (5% thereof to be retained by the tax collector, shall be
27 remtted to the State Tax Conmi ssion within seven (7) days of the
28 date the application is nade. The portion of the additional fee
29 retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
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general fund.

(4) The special license tag shall be issued for a one-year
period. The additional annual fee shall be due and payabl e at the
time of renewal registration.

(5) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each nonth, the
State Tax Conmi ssion shall certify the total fees collected under
this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute such
col l ections as follows:

(a) Twenty Dollars ($20.00) of each additional fee
coll ected on special |license tags issued pursuant to this section
shal | be deposited into the Coastal Preserve Account in the
Seaf ood Fund created pursuant to Section 49-15-17.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on special license tags shall be deposited into the M ssissipp
Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn Center Fund created pursuant to
Section 7-9-70.

(c) The remai nder of each such additional fee shall be
deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund to be expended
solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or reconstruction
of hi ghways.

SECTION 2. Section 49-15-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as fol |l ows: [ WVANZ]

49-15-17. (1) (a) Al nonies received or obtained by the
commi ssi on under the provisions of this chapter shall be paid over
by the conmi ssion to the State Treasurer and shall be deposited
into the fund known as the "Seafood Fund." All revenues collected
t hrough the departnent, to include, but not limted to, commerci al
saltwater |icenses and taxes, permts, fines and penalties, and
confiscated catches, shall be deposited into the departnent
operating account (Seafood Fund) and expended for the operation of
the departnent, as authorized by the Legislature.

(b) There is established a special account to be known
as the "Artificial Reef Program Account” within the seafood fund.

Any funds received fromany public or private source for the
pur pose of pronoting, constructing, nonitoring or maintaining

artificial reefs in the marine waters of the state or in federal
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wat ers adj acent to the marine waters of the state shall be
credited to the account. Any unexpended funds renmaining in the
account at the end of the fiscal year shall not |apse into the
seaf ood fund, but shall remain in the account. The departnent may
expend any funds in the account, subject to appropriation by the
Legi slature, to acconplish the purpose of the account.

(c) There is established a special account to be known

as the "Coastal Preserve Account" within the seafood fund. Any

funds received fromany public or private source for the purpose

of managenent, inprovenent and acquisition of coastal preserves in

the state and noney required to be deposited pursuant to Section 1

of Senate Bill No. 2768, 2000 Requl ar Session shall be credited to

the account. Any unexpended funds remaining in the account at the

end of the fiscal year shall not | apse into the seafood fund, but

shall remain in the account. The departnent may expend any funds

in the account, subject to appropriation by the Legislature, for

t he managenent, inprovenent and acqui sition of coastal preserves.

(2) The fund shall be treated as a special trust fund and
interest earned on the principal shall be credited to the fund.

(3) The secretary of the comm ssion shall keep accurate
reports of nonies handled as a part of the permanent records of
t he commi ssion, and the State Treasurer shall furnish the
secretary of the comm ssion such forns as may be needed, and the
secretary shall account for such forns in his reports to the
treasurer.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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