M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Farris, Nunnelee, Burton, King, Harvey, To: Educati on;
St ogner, Tollison, Hewes, Dickerson, Gollott, Appropriations
Hyde-Smith
SENATE BILL NO 2765

1 AN ACT TO ENACT THE "M SSI SSI PPI COVPREHENSI VE EARLY

2 CHI LDHOOD SERVI CES ACT OF 2000"; TO ESTABLI SH AN EARLY CHI LDHOOD

3 SERVI CES | NTERAGENCY COCRDI NATI NG COUNCI L; TO PROVI DE FOR THE

4 MEMBERSH P AND ORGANI ZATI ON OF THE COUNCI L; TO DEFI NE THE

5 RESPONSI BILITIES OF THE COUNCI L; TO ESTABLI SH AN | NTERAGENCY

6 ADVI SORY COW TTEE TO THE | NTERAGENCY COUNCI L FOR EARLY CHI LDHOOD

7 SERVI CES; TO PROVI DE FOR THE MEMBERSHI P, ORGANI ZATI ON AND

8 RESPONSI BI LI TIES OF THE ADVI SORY COWMM TTEE; TO AUTHORI ZE AND

9 DIRECT THE M SSI SSI PPI  STATE UNI VERSI TY COOPERATI VE EXTENSI ON

10 SERVI CE TO ESTABLI SH AND | MPLEMENT A PARENT/ FAM LY EDUCATI ON

11 PROGRAM TO SPECI FY CERTAIN MODELS TO BE MADE AVAI LABLE THROUGH THE
12 PROGRAMS AND TO ESTABLI SH AN APPLI CATI ON PROCESS, TO AUTHORI ZE THE
13 USE OF AVAI LABLE FUNDI NG FOR GRANTS TO PARTI Cl PATI NG PROGRAMS AND
14 TO REQUI RE A REPORTI NG PROCESS FOR SUCH PROGRAMS; TO AUTHORI ZE THE
15 STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON, | N COLLABORATI ON W TH THE STATE

16 DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVI CES, TO | MPLEMENT A PROGRAM TO MAKE

17 AVAI LABLE A FULL DAY VOLUNTARY PRE- KI NDERGARTEN EDUCATI ON PROGRAM
18 FOR CERTAIN FOUR- YEAR OLD CHI LDREN I N THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, TO
19 ESTABLI SH CERTAIN CRI TERI A FOR THE PROGRAM TO DI RECT THE STATE
20 DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO ESTABLI SH AN APPLI CATI ON PROCESS FOR
21 PARTICI PATION I N THE PROGRAM TO AUTHORI ZE THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF
22 EDUCATI ON TO USE AVAI LABLE FUNDI NG FOR GRANTS TO PARTI Cl PATI NG
23  PROGRAMS AND TO REQUI RE CERTAI N REPORTS ON THE PROGRAM TO AMEND
24  SECTION 43-20-5, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO CLARI FY CERTAIN
25 EXEMPTI ONS FROM THE CHI LD CARE FACI LI TY LI CENSURE LAW TO AMEND
26  SECTION 37-159-3, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO | NCLUDE | NDI VI DUALS
27 ENRCLLED | N CERTAI N COLLEGE EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS WHO AGREE TO TEACH
28 OR BE EMPLOYED | N SUBSI DI ZED CH LD CARE PROGRAMS | N THE CRI Tl CAL
29 NEEDS TEACHER SCHOLARSH P PROGRAM TO AMEND SECTI ON 37- 3- 2,
30 M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE A PERSON HOLDI NG A BACHELOR
31 OF SCIENCE DEGREE W TH CHI LD DEVELOPMENT EMPHASI S FROM A PROGRAM
32 ACCREDI TED BY THE AMERI CAN ASSOCI ATI ON OF FAM LY AND CONSUMER
33 SCIENCES TO APPLY FOR A STANDARD LI CENSE TO TEACH I N PUBLI C
34 PRE- KI NDERGARTEN THROUGH KI NDERGARTEN CLASSROOVS; AND FOR RELATED
35 PURPCSES.
36 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
37 SECTION 1. (1) This act shall be known and nay be cited as
38 the "M ssissippi Conprehensive Early Chil dhood Services Act of
39 2000."
40 (2) As used in this act, "preschool aged children” neans any
41 children age 0-5 who have not reached the age of enrollnent for
42 public school kindergarten;
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(3) To ensure that all famlies have access to early
chi | dhood educati on and devel opnment services in order to maxim ze
the potential for children to succeed in school, the Legislature
hereby finds and decl ares that:

(a) Parents have the primary duty to care for
and educate their young preschool children;

(b) Children in famlies at all income |evels spend
their pre-school years in one or nore of the follow ng care-giving
situations: (i) parental care, (ii) kinship care, (iii)
home- based child care, (iv) comunity-based early care and
education prograns including Head Start, and (v) public and
private school pre-kindergarten prograns;

(c) Any assistance provided famlies should consider
a famly's preference for caregiving situations reflecting the
famly’' s religious, cultural and comrunity val ues;

(d) The State of M ssissippi can assist parents in
their role as the primary caregivers and educators of young
preschool children by nmaking educati on and support services
avai lable to all caregivers; and

(e) There is a need to explore multiple approaches and
strategies for aiding parents and famlies in the education and
devel opnent of preschool children to ensure all famlies have
access to services needed to prepare children for the chall enges
of formal schooli ng.

(4) It is the intent of this act to expand existing prograns
and services, nmaxim ze the use of existing state and federal funds
avai l abl e for these services, and coordinate and clarify early
chi | dhood services provided by the State of Mssissippi. It is
further the intent of the Legislature to utilize to the nmaxi mum
extent possible any unused federal Tenporary Assistance for Needy
Fam |lies funds for early child care and other early chil dhood
services authorized under this act. Al provisions of this act

are subject to specific appropriation therefor by the Legislature.
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SECTION 2. (1) The Early Chil dhood Services |nteragency

Coordi nating Council is hereby created to ensure coordination
anong the various agencies and prograns serving preschool children
in order to support school district's efforts to achi eve the goal
of readiness to start school, to facilitate comunication,
cooperation and nmaxi mum use of resources and to pronote high
standards for all prograns serving preschool children and their
famlies in M ssissippi.
(2) The nenbership of the Early Chil dhood Services

| nt eragency Coordi nating Council shall be as foll ows:

(a) The State Superintendent of Education;

(b) The Executive Director of the Departnent of Health

(c) The Executive Director of the Departnent of Human
Ser vi ces;

(d) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Department of Mental Health;

(e) The Executive Director of the D vision of Mdicaid,
Ofice of the Covernor;

(f) The Executive Director of the State Departnent of
Rehabi litati on Services;

(g) The Conm ssioner of Hi gher Education;

(h) The Executive Director of the State Board for
Communi ty and Juni or Col | eges;

(i) The Executive Director of M ssissippi Educationa
Tel evi si on;

(j) The President of the M ssissippi Head Start
Associ ation; and

(k) The Director of the Mssissippi State University
Cooperati ve Extension Service.

(3) The council shall nmeet upon call of the Governor not

| ater that August 1, 2000, and shall organize for business by
selecting a chairman who shall serve for a one-year term and may

be sel ected for subsequent ternms. The council shall adopt
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i nternal organi zational procedures necessary for efficient
operation of the council. Council procedures shall include duties
of officers, a process for selecting officers, quorumrequirenents
for conducting business and policies for any council staff. Each
menber of the council shall designate necessary staff of their
departnments to assist the council in performng its duties and
responsi bilities. The council shall meet and conduct business at

| east quarterly. Meetings of the council shall be open to the
public and opportunity for public comrent shall be nade avail abl e
at each such neeting. The chairman of the council shall notify
all persons who request such notice as to the date, tinme and pl ace
of each neeting.

(4) Menbers of the council shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be reinbursed for travel and ot her
expenses actually incurred in the performance of their official
duties. Such reinbursenent shall be paid in accordance with the
provi sions of Section 25-3-41, M ssissippi Code of 1972, and shal
be approved by the chairman of the council.

(5) The Early Chil dhood Services |Interagency Coordinating
Council shall performeach of the foll ow ng duties:

(a) Serve as interagency coordinating council for the
vari ous agencies, public and private prograns serving preschool
children and their famlies in the State of M ssissippi;

(b) Advise the State Board of Health, the State Board
of Education, the Departnent of Human Services, M ssissipp
Department of Mental Health, Division of Medicaid, Departnent of
Rehabilitation Services and any ot her appropriate agency,
concerning standards, rules, rule revisions, agency guidelines and
adm nistration affecting child care facilities, pre-kindergarten
prograns, famly training progranms and ot her prograns and services
for preschool children and famli es;

(c) Collect, conpile and distribute data relating to

all prograns and services for preschool children and famli es,
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142 including, but not Iimted to, an inventory of the prograns and
143 services available in each county of the state; and identify and
144 nmake recommendations with regard to program areas for which an

145 unfulfilled need exists within the state for accurate and

146 accessible information;

147 (d) Review and anal yze spending priorities for each

148 state agency which utilizes state or federal funds to adm nister
149 or provide prograns and services for preschool children and nmake
150 recommendations thereon to the Legislative Budget Conmmttee and
151 the CGovernor;

152 (e) Publish annually, on or before Novenber 1, a

153 conprehensive report on the status of all prograns and services
154 for preschool children in Mssissippi and distribute the report to
155 the Governor, the Legislature, |local school districts and nmake the
156 report available to the general public, using the foll ow ng

157 criteria:

158 (i) Program name and | ocati on;

159 (ii) Dates of operation;

160 (i) Service provided;

161 (iv) Target popul ation and nunber served;
162 (v) Eligibility requirenent;

163 (vi) Funding source;

164 (vii) Amount of funding per unit;

165 (viii) Annual cost;

166 (ix) Evaluation type and results; and

167 (x) The state agency adm ni stering the program
168 (f) Receive and consider recommendati ons of the

169 Interagency Advisory Commttee for Early Chil dhood Services
170 established in Section 3; and

171 (g) Apply for, receive and adm nister funds for
172 research, planning and evaluation of all progranms serving

173 preschool children and their famlies.

174 SECTION 3. (1) The Interagency Advisory Commttee for Early
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Chi | dhood Services is hereby created to devel op and make
recommendations to the Early Chil dhood Services |nteragency
Coordi nati ng Council established under Section 2 of this act as
deened necessary to inplenent the council's responsibilities
relating to all prograns serving preschool children and their
famlies in M ssissippi.
(2) The nenbership of the Interagency Advisory Cormittee for
Early Chil dhood Services shall be as foll ows:
(a) The Chairnen of the Senate Education, Public Health
and Wl fare and Appropriations Cormittees, or their designees;
(b) The Chairnen of the House Education, Public Health
and Wl fare and Appropriations Cormittees, or their designees;
(c) A representative of the Governor;
(d) A representative of the State Departnent of
Educati on;
(e) A representative of the State Departnent of Health;
(f) A representative of the Departnment of Human
Servi ces;
(g) A representative of the M ssissippi Departnent of
Mental Health;
(h) A representative of the State Departnent of
Rehabi litati on Services;
(i) The followi ng representatives of the early
chi | dhood pr of essi on:
(i) The President of the M ssissippi Head Start
Associ ati on;
(1i) Arepresentative froma regulated famly
child care honme network appointed by the Governor;
(tii) A representative froma licensed child care
center appointed by the President of the Senate;
(iv) A representative froma public schoo
pre- ki ndergarten program appoi nted by the Speaker of the House;

(v) A representative froma private schoo
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pre- ki ndergarten program appoi nted by the Governor;

(vi) A representative froma half-day church
sponsored pre-kindergarten program appoi nted by the Speaker of the
House;

(vii) A representative froma university or
col |l ege early chil dhood program appoi nted by the President of the
Senat e;

(viii) Arepresentative of a tribal early
chi | dhood program appoi nted by the Governor;

(ix) A representative of an early chil dhood
pr of essi onal organi zati on appoi nted by the President of the
Senat e;

(x) A representative of an advocacy organi zation
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House; and

(xi) A representative of a comunity/junior
col |l ege early chil dhood program appoi nted by the Governor;

(j) A parent of a preschool -age child appointed by the
Gover nor ;

(k) A parent of a preschool-age child with speci al
needs appoi nted by the Speaker of the House;

(1) A representative of the cooperative extension
servi ces appointed by the President of the Senate;

(m A physician who is a nmenber of the M ssissipp
Chapter of the Anerican Acadeny of Pediatrics, appointed by the
Director of the University Medical Center

(n) The Director of the M ssissippi Public Education
Forum or his designee; and

(o) The Executive Director of the M ssissippi Economc
Council, or his designee.

To the extent possible, any representative of a state agency

designated to serve on the Interagency Advisory Commttee shall be
t he sane individual designated to assist the Interagency

Coordi nating Council in performng its duties and
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responsi bilities.

(3) The advisory conmittee shall neet upon call of the Early
Chi | dhood Services |Interagency Coordinating Council not later than
August 1, 2000, and the council shall appoint a chairman who shal
serve for a one-year termand may be reappoi nted for subsequent
terms. The advisory conmttee shall adopt internal organi zationa
procedures necessary for efficient operation of the advisory
commttee and nmay establish subcomm ttees for conducting specific
prograns and activities. Advisory commttee procedures shal
i nclude duties of officers, a process for selecting officers,
duties of subcomm ttees, quorumrequirenents for conducting
busi ness and policies for any staff. The nenbers of the Early
Chi | dhood Servi ces | nteragency Coordi nating Council shal
desi gnat e necessary staff of their departnments to assist the
advisory commttee in performng its duties and responsibilities.

The advi sory commttee shall nmeet and conduct business at | east
quarterly. Quarterly meetings of the advisory commttee shall be
open to the public and opportunity for public coment shall be
made avail able at each such neeting. The staff of the advisory
commttee shall notify all persons who request such notice as to
the date, tine and place of each quarterly neeting.

(4) Nonlegislative nenbers of the advisory commttee shal
recei ve no conpensation for their services, but shall be
rei nbursed for travel and other expenses actually incurred in the
performance of their official duties. Such reinbursenent shall be
paid in accordance with the provisions of Section 25-3-41,
M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, and shall be approved by the chairman of
the advisory committee. Legislative nenbers of the advisory
commttee shall receive the sane per diem and expense
rei nbursenent as is authorized for interimcommttee neetings to
be paid fromthe contingent expense funds of the respective
chanber .

(5) The Interagency Advisory Comrittee for Early Chil dhood
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Services, in addition to responsibilities assigned by the Early
Chi | dhood Servi ces I nteragency Coordinating Council, shall perform
each of the follow ng duties:

(a) Assist in the inplenmentation of the study conducted
by the Task Force on the Devel opment and | npl enentation of
Conpr ehensi ve Early Chil dhood Services in M ssissippi established
under Senate Bill No. 2618 (1999 Regul ar Session);

(b) Identify services to children which inpact early
chi | dhood devel opnent and educati on;

(c) Identify and recommend nethods to facilitate
i nt eragency coordi nation of service prograns for preschool
chil dren;

(d) Serve as a forumfor information exchange regarding
recommendations and priorities in early childhood devel opnent and
education; and

(e) Advise and nake recomrendations to the interagency
council as deened necessary to effectuate the council's
responsi bilities.

SECTION 4. (1) The Mssissippi State University Cooperative

Extension Service, inits discretion, my offer funds for
replication of voluntary parent/fam |y education prograns that
support and affirmthe role of parents as the prinmary early
chi | dhood educator of their children for famlies with children
aged pre-natal through four (4) years, or until entering

ki ndergarten, using personal visits. The parent/fam |y education
prograns shall provide parents with opportunities to voluntarily
obtain support and services that will enable themto provide
optimum | earni ng environnents for their children, particularly
frombirth to the age of four (4) years, within the hone or
selected site. These prograns shall use research-based,

i ndependent | y- eval uat ed, proven research nodels show ng the
foll owi ng outcones: (a) children with enhanced | anguage,

probl em sol ving and soci al devel opnent; (b) children entering
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school with increased readiness skills; (c) fewer children placed
in special education or renedial classes; (d) |ower incidence of
chil d abuse and negl ect; (e) higher scores on standardi zed readi ng
and math tests in elenentary grades; (f) parents are nore
confident in their parenting know edge and skills; (g) parents who
read nore to their children; and (h) nore parental involvenent
when children enter school. Program outconmes shall be determ ned
t hrough a | ong-range eval uation that tracks participating children
through the third grade. These prograns shall include "Drop-in
Play and Learn Respite Services for Relative Caregivers"” which
shall mean a program providi ng occasional short-termrespite care
to the relative caregivers of preschool age children thus creating
the opportunity to address the school readi ness needs of children
inrelative care while their parent(s) work).

(2) The M ssissippi State University Cooperative Extension
Service shall (a) determ ne a process for interested schoo
districts and other nonprofit entities in partnership with a
school district to apply for grant funds in order to participate
in the progranms; (b) nonitor program operations; (c) evaluate
program effectiveness; and (d) develop rules for the
adm nistration of the program In devel oping the process, the
M ssi ssippi State University Cooperative Extension Service shall
utilize, but not be [imted to, representatives of the follow ng
categories: parents; local school districts' parent education
prograns staff; the Departnment of Human Services, Division of
Fam |y and Children's Services; Head Start; the State Departnent
of Education and USCE funded parental assistance progranms. In the
event an I nteragency Coordinating Council for Early Chil dhood
Services, or simlar organization, is established by act of the
Legi slature, the M ssissippi State University Cooperative
Ext ensi on Service may contract with such interagency council for
the performance of its duties and responsibilities under this act.

(3) As part of the application process for participation in
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the program applicants nust denonstrate to the council that the
programis a coll aborative undertaking of various community

organi zations. School districts and other nonprofit entities in
partnership with a school district applying for funds shall be
required to develop a coll aborative plan that includes, but is not
limted to, participation of the | ocal extension service, Head
Start, health department, human services and ot her agencies as
deened by the advisory board in the | ocal devel opnent plan.
Prograns seeking funds under this act shall be required to provide
a twenty-five percent (25% match. Prograns shall be housed in
parent/fam |y resource centers devel oped around exi sting DHS
Famlies First criteria and the State Departnent of Education
Parent/Fam |y Center guidelines. No such parent/fam |y education
program shall be established unless it is |icensed by the State
Department of Health pursuant to Section 43-20-1 et seq., if
applicable. Parent education prograns shall have a broad- based
comunity advi sory board including, but not limted to,
representatives of the follow ng categories: parents, |ocal
school districts' parent education prograns staff, DHS-D vision of
Fam |y and Children's Services, Head Start/private child care
provi ders, State Departnent of Education and State Departnent of
Heal t h.

(4) The Department of Human Services shall allocate to the
maxi mum ext ent possi bl e federal Tenporary Assistance for Needy
Fam lies (TANF) funds for eligible recipients for the
parent/fam |y education prograns authorized under this section,
and shall transfer as necessary TANF funds to the Child Care
Devel opnent Bl ock Grant Fund or the Social Services Block G ant
Fund for those program services that cannot be funded from TANF
directly, subject to specific appropriation therefor by the
Legi slature. The Departnent of Human Services shall contract with
the M ssissippi State University Cooperative Extension Service as

is necessary to allocate the federal funds specified under
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subsection (4) to the progranms and services to be provided.

(5) The M ssissippi State University Cooperative Extension
Service may accept any funds, public or private, nade available to
it for the program The funds shall be used to award grants to
the participating parent/famly education services prograns for
t he support of such progranms. A parent/famly education services
program rmay use any avail able funding to support the
adm ni stration of the program

(6) The M ssissippi State University Cooperative Extension
Servi ce shall devel op an annual reporting process to informthe
Legi slature, |ocal school district personnel and the general
public as to all prograns funded under this section:

(a) Nunber of children and famlies served;

(b) Nunber of parent educators and ot her personnel,
qualifications, training related to hone visit prograns and
parent/fam |y resource center establishnment and experience |evels;

(c) Annual programcost, with identification by nane
and anount of the source of funds for each program

(d) Annual budget, adm nistrative costs and ot her
pertinent fiscal information;

(e) Annual salary and fringe benefit information for
each enpl oyee in the program

(f) Annual cost of materials, training and ot her
instructional costs related to the program

(g) Annual cost of programon a per-famly basis;

(h) OQher information as directed by the M ssissipp
State University Cooperative Extension Service;

(1) Advisory board nenbers' nanes and titles; and

(j) Analysis of this programis inpact on G ades K-3 as
i ndi cated in an i ndependent eval uati on.

(7) This section shall stand repealed fromand after July 1,

2005.

SECTION 5. (1) As used in this act, the term"four-year
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ol d* neans any child age 4 on or before Septenber 1

(2) To ensure that all four-year olds have access to quality
educational services, the Legislature hereby finds and decl ares
t hat :

(a) Parents have the primary duty to educate their
young preschool children.

(b) The State of M ssissippi can assist parents in
their role as the primary caregivers and educators by providing
services for a full-year, full-day pre-kindergarten programt hat
addresses instructional, social and enotional needs for four-year
old children

(3) The State Board of Education, in collaboration with the
Depart ment of Human Services, shall devel op and inpl enent a
vol untary programto provide services for a full-year, full-day
pre- ki ndergarten programthat addresses the cognitive, social and
enoti onal needs of four-year old children, subject to the
foll ow ng conditions and provisions:

(a) The program shall be voluntary.

(b) The State Board of Education, the Departnent of
Human Services, the State Board of Health, the M ssissippi Head
Start Association and the public and private daycare centers shal
jointly develop criteria for (i) the enrollnment of four-year old
chil dren who have predicted significant readi ness deficiencies,
(i1i) the enrollment of four-year old children who do not have
predi cted significant readi ness deficiencies, but who otherw se do
not have available to them services for four-year olds, (iii) the
qgual i fications of personnel enployed to serve the said children,
(iv) pupil/teacher ratio, (v) health and safety standards, (vi)
hours of operation of such prograns, and (vii) provide for the
transportation of said children.

(c) The core curriculumof all such four-year old
prograns will neet or exceed the State Departnment of Education's

Pre-Ki ndergarten Curricul um benchmarks. The curricul um shal
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enconpass | anguage devel opnent, nmat hemati cs | anguage devel opnent :
mat h concepts, social/enotional devel opnment and physi cal
devel opnment (fine, gross, sensory notor devel opnent).

(d) To ensure coordination, the school district shal
revi ew avail abl e educati onal resources, prograns and services in
order to avoid duplication of public services.

(4) The State Board of Education shall determ ne a process
for interested school districts to apply for grant funds in order
to participate in such four-year old prograns, and schoo
districts may enter into subcontracts with |icensed child care
facilities or Head Start prograns to provide services under this
program

(5) The Department of Human Services shall allocate to the
maxi mum ext ent possi bl e federal Tenporary Assistance for Needy
Fam lies (TANF) funds for eligible recipients for the
pre- ki ndergarten prograns authorized under this section, and shal
transfer as necessary TANF funds to the Child Care Devel opnent
Bl ock Grant Fund or the Social Services Block Gant Fund for those
program services that cannot be funded from TANF directly, subject
to specific appropriation therefor by the Legislature. The
Depart ment of Human Services shall contract with the State Board
of Education as is necessary to allocate the federal funds
specified herein to the prograns and services to be provided.

(6) The State Board of Education may accept any funds,
public or private, nmade available to it for the pre-kindergarten
program Beginning in fiscal year 2001, the State Board of
Education shall award grants for not |ess than one (1) programin
each M ssi ssi ppi congressional district and not nore than
twenty-five (25) prograns in all, and in subsequent years may
award additional programgrants subject to the availability of
funds specifically appropriated therefor by the Legislature.
These prograns shall be awarded to target school districts (a)

which are in need of an instructional programfor four-year old
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chil dren who have predicted significant readi ness deficiencies, or
(b) with four-year old children who do not have predicted
significant readi ness deficiencies, but who otherwi se do not have
such services available to them The State Departnent of
Education will annually determ ne a cost-per-child rate which
shall be used in funding a targeted program and shall coll aborate
with the Departnent of Human Services in the determ nation of fair
mar ket rates for subsidized child care. The targeted districts
will be responsible for blending services for children to avoid
duplication in the areas of transportation, personnel, training of
personnel, facilities and child nutrition.

(7) The State Board of Education shall report to the
Legislature on July 1, 2001, and annually thereafter, on the
desirability of expandi ng and permanently establishing the
program

(8) This section shall stand repealed fromand after July 1,
2005.

SECTION 6. Section 43-20-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-20-5. Wen used in this chapter, the follow ng words
shal | have the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "Child care facility" neans a place which provides
shel ter and personal care for six (6) or nore children who are not
related within the third degree conputed according to the civil
law to the operator and who are under thirteen (13) years of age,
for any part of the 24-hour day, whether such place be organized
or operated for profit or not. The term"child care facility"

i ncludes day nurseries, day care centers and any other facility
that falls within the scope of the definitions set forth above,
regardl ess of auspices. Child care facilities which operate for
no nore than two (2) days a week, whose primary purpose is to
provide respite for the caregiver or tenporary care during other

schedul ed or related activities and organi zed prograns which
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operate for three (3) or |ess weeks per year such as, but not
limted to, vacation bible schools and scout day canps, are
exenpt. Also exenpted fromthis chapter is any child residenti al
home as defined in, and in conpliance with the provisions of,
Section 43-16-3(b) et seq., M ssissippi Code of 1972. Also
exenpted fromthis chapter is any elenentary, including

ki ndergarten, and/or secondary school system accredited by the
M ssi ssi ppi State Departnent of Education, the Southern

Associ ation of Colleges and Schools or the M ssissippi Private
School Education Association and any Head Start program operating
in conjunction with an elenmentary school system whether it be
public, private or parochial, whose primary purpose is a

structured school or school readiness program Provided, however,

that fromand after July 1, 2000, no new pre-kindergarten program

shall be established unless it is licensed by the State Departnent

of Health pursuant to this chapter. Al so exenpted is any

menber ship organi zation affiliated with a national organization
whi ch charges only a nom nal annual nenbership fee, does not
receive nonthly, weekly or daily paynents for services, and is
certified by its national association as being in conpliance with
t he association's m ni mum standards and procedures, including, but
not limted to, the Boys and Grls Club of America, and the YMCA
Al'l other preschool child care prograns and/or extended day
school progranms nust neet requirenents set forth in this chapter.

SECTION 7. Section 37-159-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as follows:[JUL]

37-159-3. (1) There is established the "Critical Needs
Teacher Schol arship Program ™ the purpose of which is to attract
gual ified teachers to those geographical areas of the state where
there exists a critical shortage of teachers by awardi ng ful
schol arshi ps to persons declaring an intention to serve in the
teaching field who actually render service to the state while

possessi ng an appropriate teaching |license.
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(2) Any individual who is enrolled in or accepted for
enrol | ment at a baccal aureate degree-granting institution of
hi gher | earni ng whose teacher education programis approved by the
State Board of Education or at an accredited, nonprofit conmunity
or junior college in the State of M ssissippi who expresses in
witing an intention to teach in a geographical area of the state
in which there exists a critical shortage of teachers, as
designated by the State Board of Education, shall be eligible for
a financial scholarship to be applied toward the costs of the

i ndi vidual's col | ege education. Any individual who is enrolled in

or accepted for enrollnent at a baccal aureate or master's

degree-granting institution of higher |earning whose early

education teacher program.is approved by the State Board of

Educati on or whose program for a bachel or of science degree with

child devel opnent enphasis is approved by the Anerican Associ ation

of Fam |y and Consuner Sciences, or at a public or accredited

nonprofit comunity or junior college in the State of M ssissippi,

who expresses in witing an intention to teach or otherw se be

enployed in a licensed child care facility located in a

geogr aphical area of the state in which there exists a critical

shortage of teachers, shall also be eligible for a financial

schol arship to be applied toward the costs of the individual's

col |l ege education, subject to the availability of nonstate funds

for the paynment of such costs. The annual amount of the award

shall be equal to the total cost for tuition, roomand neals,
books, materials and fees at the college or university in which
the student is enrolled, not to exceed an anobunt equal to the

hi ghest total cost of tuition, roomand neals, books, materials
and fees assessed by a state institution of higher |earning during
that school year. Awards nmade to nonresidents of the state shal
not include any anount assessed by the college or university for
out-of-state tuition

(3) Awards granted under the Critical Needs Teacher
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Schol arship Program shall be available to both full-tinme and
part-tinme students. Students enrolling on a full-tinme basis my
recei ve a maxi mum of four (4) annual awards. The maxi mum nunber
of awards that may be made to students attendi ng school on a
part-tine basis, and the maxinmumtinme period for part-tine
students to conplete the nunber of academ c hours necessary to
obtain a baccal aureate degree in education, shall be established
by rules and regulations jointly pronul gated by the Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher Learning and the State
Board of Education. Critical Needs Teacher Schol arshi ps shall not
be based upon an applicant's eligibility for financial aid.

(4) Except in those cases where enpl oynent positions may not
be avail abl e upon conpletion of licensure requirenents, at the
begi nning of the first school year in which a recipient of a
Critical Needs Teacher Scholarship is eligible for enploynment as a
Iicensed teacher, that person shall begin to render service as a

Iicensed teacher in a public school district or in a licensed

child care facility, as is applicable, in a geographical area of

the state where there is a critical shortage of teachers, as
approved by the State Board of Education. Any person who received
four (4) annual awards, or the equivalent of four (4) annual
awards, shall render three (3) years' service as a |icensed
teacher. Any person who received fewer than four (4) annual
awar ds, or the equivalent of four (4) annual awards, shall render
one (1) year's service as a licensed teacher for each year that
t he person received a full-time student scholarship, or for the
nunber of academ c hours equivalent to one (1) school year, as
determ ned by the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of
Hi gher Learning, which a part-tinme student received a schol arshi p.
(5) Any person failing to conplete a program of study which
will enable that person to becone a licensed teacher shall becone
liable imediately to the Board of Trustees of State Institutions

of Higher Learning for the sumof all Critical Needs Teacher
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Schol arshi p awards made to that person, plus interest accruing at
the current Stafford Loan rate at the time the person abrogates
his participation in the program Any person failing to conplete
his teaching obligation, as required under subsection (4) of this
section, shall becone liable immediately to the board for the sum
of all scholarship awards made to that person less the
correspondi ng anmount of any awards for which service has been
rendered, plus interest accruing at the current Stafford Loan rate
at the time the person discontinues his service, except in the
case of a deferral of debt for cause by the State Board of
Educati on when there is no enpl oynent position inmediately
avai |l abl e upon a teacher's conpletion of |icensure requirenents.
After the period of such deferral, such person shall begin or
resunme teaching duties as required under subsection (4) or shal
becone liable to the board under this subsection. |If a claimfor
paynment under this subsection is placed in the hands of an
attorney for collection, the obligor shall be liable for an
addi ti onal anount equal to a reasonable attorney's fee.

(6) The obligations made by the recipient of a Critical
Needs Teacher Schol arship award shall not be voi dabl e by reason of
the age of the student at the tinme of receiving the schol arship.

(7) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning and the State Board of Education shall jointly pronul gate
rul es and regul ati ons necessary for the proper adm nistration of
the Critical Needs Teacher Schol arship Program The Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher Learning shall be the
adm ni stering agency of the program

(8) If insufficient funds are available to fully fund
schol arship awards to all eligible students, the Board of Trustees
of State Institutions of Hi gher Learning shall nake the awards to
first-tinme students on a first-cone, first-served basis; however,
priority consideration shall be given to persons previously

recei ving awards under the Critical Needs Teacher Schol arship
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Program

(9) Al funds received by the Board of Trustees of State
Institutions of Hi gher Learning fromthe repaynent of schol arship
awar ds by program participants shall be deposited in the
M ssissippi Critical Teacher Shortage Fund.

SECTION 8. Section 37-3-2, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-3-2. (1) There is hereby established within the State
Depart ment of Education the Comm ssion on Teacher and
Adm ni strator Education, Certification and Licensure and
Devel opnent. It shall be the purpose and duty of the conmmi ssion
to make recommendations to the State Board of Education regarding
standards for the certification and |icensure and conti nui ng
pr of essi onal devel opnent of those who teach or performtasks of an
educational nature in the public schools of M ssissippi.

(2) The comm ssion shall be conposed of fifteen (15)
qual i fied nenbers. The nenbership of the comm ssion shall be
conposed of the follow ng nmenbers to be appointed three (3) from
each congressional district: four (4) classroomteachers; three
(3) school admnistrators; one (1) representative of school s of
education of institutions of higher |learning |ocated within the
state to be recommended by the Board of Trustees of State
Institutions of H gher Learning; one (1) representative fromthe
school s of education of independent institutions of higher
| earning to be recormmended by the Board of the M ssissipp
Associ ati on of | ndependent Colleges; one (1) representative from
public conmunity and junior colleges |ocated within the state to
be reconmmended by the State Board for Conmunity and Juni or
Col | eges; one (1) local school board nenber; and four (4) |ay
persons. All appointnments shall be made by the State Board of
Education after consultation with the State Superintendent of
Publ i c Education. The first appointnents by the State Board of

Education shall be made as follows: five (5) nenbers shall be
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appointed for a termof one (1) year; five (5) nenbers shall be
appointed for a termof tw (2) years; and five (5) nmenbers shal
be appointed for a termof three (3) years. Thereafter, al
menbers shall be appointed for a termof four (4) years.

(3) The State Board of Education when maki ng appoi ntnments
shal | designate a chairman. The comm ssion shall neet at | east
once every two (2) nonths or nore often if needed. Menbers of the
commi ssion shall be conpensated at a rate of per diem as
aut hori zed by Section 25-3-69 and be rei nbursed for actual and
necessary expenses as authorized by Section 25-3-41.

(4) An appropriate staff menber of the State Departnent of
Educati on shall be designated and assigned by the State
Superi ntendent of Public Education to serve as executive secretary
and coordinator for the commssion. No |less than two (2) other
appropriate staff menbers of the State Departnent of Education
shal | be desi gnated and assigned by the State Superintendent of
Publ i c Education to serve on the staff of the conm ssion.

(5) It shall be the duty of the conmm ssion to:

(a) Set standards and criteria, subject to the approval
of the State Board of Education, for all educator preparation
progranms in the state;

(b) Reconmend to the State Board of Education each year
approval or disapproval of each educator preparation programin
t he state,;

(c) Establish, subject to the approval of the State
Board of Education, standards for initial teacher certification
and licensure in all fields;

(d) Establish, subject to the approval of the State
Board of Education, standards for the renewal of teacher |icenses
inall fields;

(e) Review and eval uate objective neasures of teacher
per f ormance, such as test scores, which nmay formpart of the

| icensure process, and to make recommendations for their use;
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(f) Review all existing requirenents for certification
and |icensure;

(g) Consult with groups whose work may be affected by
t he conmi ssion's deci si ons;

(h) Prepare reports fromtinme to tine on current
practices and issues in the general area of teacher education and
certification and |icensure;

(1) Hold hearings concerning standards for teachers
and adm nistrators' education and certification and licensure with
approval of the State Board of Educati on;

(j) Hre expert consultants with approval of the State
Board of Educati on;

(k) Set up ad hoc commttees to advise on specific
areas; and

(1) Performsuch other functions as may fall within
their general charge and which may be del egated to them by the
State Board of Educati on.

(6) (a) Standard License - Approved Program Route. An
educator entering the school system of M ssissippi for the first
time and neeting all requirenents as established by the State
Board of Education shall be granted a standard five-year |icense.

Per sons who possess two (2) years of classroom experience as an
assi stant teacher or who have taught for one (1) year in an
accredited public or private school shall be allowed to fulfil
student teaching requirenments under the supervision of a qualified
participating teacher approved by an accredited coll ege of
education. The local school district in which the assistant
teacher is enployed shall conpensate such assistant teachers at
the required salary level during the period of tinme such
i ndi vidual is conpleting student teaching requirenents.
Applicants for a standard |icense shall submt to the departnent:

(1) An application on a departnment form

(i) An official transcript of conpletion of a
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t eacher education program or bachel or of science degree with child

devel opnent _enphasis from a program accredited by the Anerican

Association of Family and Consuner Sci ences (AAFCS) approved by

the departnent or a nationally accredited program subject to the

following: Licensure to teach in M ssissippi pre-kindergarten

t hrough ki nderqgarten cl assroons shall require conpletion of a

t eacher educati on program or bachel or of science degree with child

devel opnent enphasis froma program accredited with the Anerican

Associ ation of Fam |y and Consuner Sci ences (AAFCS). Li censure to

teach in M ssissippi kindergarten through Grade 4 shall require
the conpletion of an interdisciplinary program of studies.

Li censes for Grades 4 through 8 shall require the conpletion of an
interdisciplinary programof studies with two (2) or nore areas of
concentration. Licensure to teach in M ssissippi Gades 7 through
12 shall require a major in an academc field other than
education, or a conbination of disciplines other than educati on.
Students preparing to teach a subject shall conplete a major in
the respective subject discipline. Al applicants for standard
licensure shall denobnstrate that such person's coll ege preparation
in those fields was in accordance with the standards set forth by
t he National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education
(NCATE) or the National Association of State Directors of Teacher

Education and Certification (NASDTEC) or in the case of

certification to teach in pre-kindergarten through ki ndergarten

cl assroons, the Anerican Association of Fanmly and Consuner

Sci ences ( AAFCS) ;

(tii) A copy of test scores evidencing
satisfactory conpletion of nationally adm ni stered exam nati ons of
achi evenent, such as the Educational Testing Service's teacher
testing exam nations. The State Board of Education is directed to
study and develop a report on the progress of the nationally
adm ni stered exam nati on of achievement for students in an

approved teacher education program This report shall devel op
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data for the period beginning July 1, 1997, and endi ng June 30,
1998. The state board, with the assistance of the comm ssion,
shall prepare the results of the study and make a report thereon
to the Education Conmttees of the Legislature utilizing the
fol |l owi ng conponents:

1. Collect data on entrance and exit
performance of students in a teacher education program

2. Report on student performance as conpared
to the required exam nation score;

3. Devel op and nake reconmendati ons on
necessary requirement revisions as nay be appropriate based on
student perfornmance results;

4. Include other such formats as may best
describe the profile of the student exam nation results; and

(iv) Any other docunent required by the State
Board of Educati on.

(b) Standard License - Alternate Teachi ng Route.
Applicants for a standard |icense-alternate teaching route shal
submt to the departnent:

(1) An application on a departnment form

(i) An official transcript evidencing a bachelors
degree froman accredited institution of higher |earning;

(iii1) A copy of test scores evidencing
satisfactory conpletion of an exam nation of achi evenent specified
by the comm ssion and approved by the State Board of Educati on;

(iv) An official transcript evidencing appropriate
credit hours or a copy of test scores evidencing successful
conpletion of tests as required by the State Board of Educati on;
and

(v) Any other docunent required by the State Board
of Educati on.

A Standard License- Approved Program Route and a Standard

Li cense-Alternate Teaching Route shall be issued for a five-year
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period, and may be renewed. Recognizing teaching as a profession,
a hiring preference shall be granted to persons holding a Standard
Li cense- Approved Program Route or Standard License-Alternate
Teachi ng Route over persons hol di ng any other |icense.

(c) Special License - Expert Citizen. |In order to
allow a school district to offer specialized or technical courses,
the State Departnent of Education, in accordance with rules and
regul ati ons established by the State Board of Education, may grant
a one-year expert citizen-teacher license to |ocal business or
ot her professional personnel to teach in a public school or
nonpubl i c school accredited or approved by the state. Such person
may begi n teaching upon his enploynent by the | ocal school board
and licensure by the M ssissippi Departnent of Education. The
board shall adopt rules and regul ations to adm ni ster the expert
citizen-teacher license. A special license-expert citizen may be
renewed in accordance with the established rules and regul ati ons
of the State Departnent of Educati on.

(d) Special License - Nonrenewable. The State Board of
Education is authorized to establish rules and regulations to
al |l ow those educators not neeting requirenents in subsection
(6)(a), (b) or (c) to be licensed for a period of not nore than
three (3) years, except by special approval of the State Board of
Educat i on.

(e) Nonlicensed Teaching Personnel. A nonlicensed
person may teach for a maxi numof three (3) periods per teaching
day in a public school or a nonpublic school accredited/ approved
by the state. Such person shall submt to the departnment a
transcript or record of his education and experience which
substantiates his preparation for the subject to be taught and
shal |l neet other qualifications specified by the comm ssion and
approved by the State Board of Education. 1In no case shall any
| ocal school board hire nonlicensed personnel as authorized under

this paragraph in excess of five percent (5% of the total nunber
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of |icensed personnel in any single school.

(f) In the event any school district neets Level 4 or 5
accreditation standards, the State Board of Education may, in its
di scretion, exenpt such school district fromany restrictions
in paragraph (e) relating to the enploynent of nonlicensed
t eachi ng personnel .

(7) Adm nistrator License. The State Board of Education is
authorized to establish rules and regul ati ons and to adm ni ster
the licensure process of the school administrators in the State of
M ssissippi. There will be four (4) categories of adm nistrator
licensure with exceptions only through special approval of the
State Board of Educati on.

(a) Adm nistrator License - Nonpracticing. Those
educators hol ding adm ni strative endorsenent but have no
adm ni strative experience or not serving in an admnistrative
position on January 15, 1997.

(b) Adm nistrator License - Entry Level. Those
educat ors hol di ng adm ni strative endorsenent and having net the
departnment's qualifications to be eligible for enploynment in a
M ssi ssi ppi school district. Admnistrator |icense - entry |evel
shall be issued for a five-year period and shall be nonrenewabl e.

(c) Standard Adm nistrator License - Career Level. An
adm ni strator who has net all the requirenents of the departnent
for standard adm nistrator |icensure.

(d) Admnistrator License - Alternate Route. The board
may establish an alternate route for licensing adm nistrative
personnel. Such alternate route for admnistrative |licensure
shal | be avail able for persons holding, but not limted to, a
mast er of business adm nistration degree, a master of public
adm ni stration degree or a master of public planning and policy
degree from an accredited college or university, with five (5)
years of adm nistrative or supervisory experience. Successful

conpletion of the requirenents of alternate route licensure for
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adm nistrators shall qualify the person for a standard
adm ni strator |icense.

Beginning with the 1997-1998 school year, individuals seeking
school adm nistrator |icensure under paragraph (b), (c) or (d)
shal | successfully conplete a training programand an assessnent
process prescribed by the State Board of Education. Applicants
seeki ng school adm nistrator licensure prior to June 30, 1997, and
conpleting all requirenments for provisional or standard
adm ni strator certification and who have never practiced, shall be
exenpt fromtaking the M ssissippi Assessnent Battery Phase |
Appl i cants seeking school adm nistrator |icensure during the
period beginning July 1, 1997, through June 30, 1998, shal
participate in the M ssissippi Assessnent Battery, and upon
request of the applicant, the departnent shall reinburse the
applicant for the cost of the assessnent process required. After
June 30, 1998, all applicants for school adm nistrator |icensure
shall nmeet all requirenments prescribed by the departnment under
par agraph (b), (c) or (d), and the cost of the assessnent process
required shall be paid by the applicant.

(8) Reciprocity. (a) The departnent shall grant a standard
license to any individual who possesses a valid standard |icense
fromanother state and has a mnimmof tw (2) years of full-tine
teachi ng or adm ni strator experience.

(b) The departnent shall grant a nonrenewabl e speci al
license to any individual who possesses a credential which is |ess
than a standard license or certification fromanother state, or
who possesses a standard |license fromanother state but has |ess
than two (2) years of full-tine teaching or adm nistration
experience. Such special license shall be valid for the current
school year plus one (1) additional school year to expire on June
30 of the second year, not to exceed a total period of twenty-four
(24) nonths, during which tinme the applicant shall be required to

conplete the requirenments for a standard license in M ssissippi.
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(9) Renewal and Reinstatenent of Licenses. The State Board
of Education is authorized to establish rules and regul ations for
the renewal and reinstatenment of educator and adm ni strator
i censes.

(10) Al controversies involving the issuance, revocation,
suspensi on or any change whatsoever in the |icensure of an
educator required to hold a license shall be initially heard in a
heari ng de novo, by the comm ssion or by a subcommittee
establi shed by the comm ssion and conposed of comm ssion nenbers
for the purpose of holding hearings. Any conplaint seeking the
deni al of issuance, revocation or suspension of a |license shall be
by sworn affidavit filed with the Comm ssion of Teacher and
Adm ni strator Education, Certification and Licensure and
Devel opnent. The decision thereon by the conm ssion or its
subcomm ttee shall be final, unless the aggrieved party shal
appeal to the State Board of Education, within ten (10) days, of
the decision of the commttee or its subcommttee. An appeal to
the State Board of Education shall be on the record previously
made before the conm ssion or its subcommittee unless otherw se
provi ded by rules and regul ati ons adopted by the board. The State
Board of Education in its authority may reverse, or remand with
instructions, the decision of the commttee or its subcommttee.
The decision of the State Board of Education shall be final.

(11) The State Board of Education, acting through the
comm ssion, may deny an application for any teacher or
adm nistrator |icense for one or nore of the foll ow ng:

(a) Lack of qualifications which are prescribed by | aw
or reqgul ations adopted by the State Board of Educati on;

(b) Has a physical, enotional or nental disability that
renders the applicant unfit to performthe duties authorized by
the license, as certified by a licensed psychol ogi st or
psychi atri st;

(c) Is actively addicted to or actively dependent on
S. B. No. 2765
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al cohol or other habit-form ng drugs or is a habitual user of

narcotics, barbiturates, anphetam nes, halluci nogens, or other
drugs having simlar effect, at the tine of application for a
i cense;

(d) Revocation of a certificate or |icense by another
st at e;

(e) Conmitted fraud or deceit in securing or attenpting
to secure such certification and |icense;

(f) Fails or refuses to furnish reasonabl e evidence of
identification;

(g) Has been convicted, has pled guilty or entered a
pl ea of nolo contendere to a felony, as defined by federal or
state | aw, or

(h) Has been convicted, has pled guilty or entered a
pl ea of nolo contendere to a sex offense as defined by federal or
state | aw

(12) The State Board of Education, acting on the
recommendati on of the comm ssion, may revoke or suspend any
teacher or adm nistrator |license for specified periods of tinme for
one or nore of the follow ng:

(a) Breach of contract or abandonnent of enploynment may
result in the suspension of the license for one (1) school year as
provided in Section 37-9-57, M ssissippi Code of 1972;

(b) Obtaining a license by fraudul ent nmeans shal
result in inmedi ate suspensi on and conti nued suspension for one
(1) year after correction is nade;

(c) Suspension or revocation of a certificate or
Iicense by another state shall result in inmedi ate suspension or
revocation and shall continue until records in the prior state
have been cl ear ed,

(d) Has been convicted, has pled guilty or entered a
pl ea of nolo contendere to a felony, as defined by federal or

state | aw
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(e) Has been convicted, has pled guilty or entered a
pl ea of nolo contendere to a sex offense, as defined by federal or
state | aw, or

(f) Knowingly and willfully commtting any of the acts
affecting validity of mandatory uniformtest results as provided
in Section 37-16-4(1), M ssissippi Code of 1972.

(13) (a) D smssal or suspension of a |icensed enpl oyee by
a |l ocal school board pursuant to Section 37-9-59, M ssissippi Code
of 1972, may result in the suspension or revocation of a license
for a length of time which shall be determ ned by the conm ssion
and based upon the severity of the offense.

(b) Any offense commtted or attenpted in any other
state shall result in the sanme penalty as if conmitted or
attenpted in this state.

(c) A person may voluntarily surrender a |icense. The
surrender of such license may result in the conmm ssion
recommendi ng any of the above penalties without the necessity of a
heari ng. However, any such license which has voluntarily been
surrendered by a licensed enpl oyee may be reinstated by a
unani nrous vote of all nenbers of the comm ssion.

(14) A person whose |icense has been suspended on any
grounds except crimnal grounds may petition for reinstatenent of
the license after one (1) year fromthe date of suspension, or
after one-half (1/2) of the suspended tine has | apsed, whichever
is greater. A license suspended on the crimnal grounds may be
reinstated upon petition to the comm ssion filed after expiration
of the sentence and parole or probationary period inposed upon
conviction. A revoked |icense may be reinstated upon satisfactory
showi ng of evidence of rehabilitation. The comm ssion shal
require all who petition for reinstatenent to furnish evidence
satisfactory to the comm ssion of good character, good nental,
enotional and physical health and such other evidence as the

conmmi ssi on may deem necessary to establish the petitioner's
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rehabilitation and fitness to performthe duties authorized by the
l'i cense.

(15) Reporting procedures and hearing procedures for dealing
with infractions under this section shall be pronul gated by the
commi ssion, subject to the approval of the State Board of
Education. The revocation or suspension of a |icense shall be
effected at the time indicated on the notice of suspension or
revocation. The commi ssion shall imediately notify the
superintendent of the school district or school board where the
teacher or adm nistrator is enployed of any disciplinary action
and al so notify the teacher or adm nistrator of such revocation or
suspensi on and shall maintain records of action taken. The State
Board of Education may reverse or remand with instructions any
deci sion of the comm ssion regarding a petition for reinstatenent
of a license, and any such decision of the State Board of
Education shall be final.

(16) An appeal fromthe action of the State Board of
Education in denying an application, revoking or suspending a
| icense or otherw se disciplining any person under the provisions
of this section, shall be filed in the Chancery Court of the First
Judicial District of H nds County on the record nmade, including a
verbati mtranscript of the testinony at the hearing. The appeal
shall be filed within thirty (30) days after notification of the
action of the board is nmailed or served and the proceedings in
chancery court shall be conducted as other matters com ng before
the court. The appeal shall be perfected upon filing notice of
t he appeal and by the prepaynent of all costs, including the cost
of preparation of the record of the proceedings by the State Board
of Education, and the filing of a bond in the sumof Two Hundred
Dol | ars ($200.00) conditioned that if the action of the board be
affirmed by the chancery court, the applicant or |icense hol der
shall pay the costs of the appeal and the action of the chancery

court.
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(17) Al such progranms, rules, regul ations, standards and
criteria recommended or authorized by the comm ssion shall becone
ef fective upon approval by the State Board of Education as
desi gnated by appropriate orders entered upon the m nutes thereof.

(18) The granting of a license shall not be deened a
property right nor a guarantee of enploynent in any public school
district. Alicense is a privilege indicating mnimal eligibility
for teaching in the public schools of Mssissippi. This section
shall in no way alter or abridge the authority of |ocal school
districts to require greater qualifications or standards of
performance as a prerequisite of initial or continued enpl oynent
in such districts.

(19) In addition to the reasons specified in subsection (8)
of this section, the board shall be authorized to suspend the
license of any |licensee for being out of conpliance with an order
for support, as defined in Section 93-11-153. The procedure for
suspension of a license for being out of conpliance with an order
for support, and the procedure for the reissuance or reinstatenent
of a license suspended for that purpose, and the paynent of any
fees for the reissuance or reinstatenent of a |icense suspended
for that purpose, shall be governed by Section 93-11-157 or
93-11-163, as the case may be. Actions taken by the board in
suspending a |icense when required by Section 93-11-157 or
93-11-163 are not actions fromwhich an appeal may be taken under
this section. Any appeal of a license suspension that is required
by Section 93-11-157 or 93-11-163 shall be taken in accordance
with the appeal procedure specified in Section 93-11-157 or
93-11-163, as the case may be, rather than the procedure specified
inthis section. If there is any conflict between any provision
of Section 93-11-157 or 93-11-163 and any provision of this
chapter, the provisions of Section 93-11-157 or 93-11-163, as the
case may be, shall control

SECTION 9. This act shall take effect and be in force from
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1066 and after July 1, 2000.
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