M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

OCO~NOUIARWNE

Hewes To: H ghways and
Transportation;
Appropriations

SENATE BILL NO 2758
(As Passed the Senate)

AN ACT TO CREATE A SPECI AL FUND I N THE STATE TREASURY TO BE
DESI GNATED AS THE " MJULTI MODAL TRANSPORTATI ON CAPI TAL | MPROVEMENT
PROGRAM FUND"; TO PROVI DE THAT MONEY I N SUCH FUND SHALL BE
EXPENDED BY THE M SSI SSI PPl DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON FOR
CAPI TAL | MPROVEMENT PRQIECTS AT PORTS, Al RPORTS, PUBLICLY OMNNED
RAI LROADS AND PUBLI C TRANSI T PROVI DERS I N M SSI SSI PPl ; TO PROVI DE
FOR THE ALLOCATI ON OF SUCH FUNDS AMONG THE VARI QUS MODES OF
TRANSPORTATI QN; TO PROVI DE THAT AS A CONDI TI ON PRECEDENT FOR THE
RECEI PT OF ANY MONEY FROM THE FUND, THE GOVERNI NG AUTHORI TY OF THE
PORT, Al RPORT, RAILROAD OR TRANSI T SYSTEM SHALL BE REQUI RED TO
FURNI SH 10% OF THE TOTAL PROJECT COST; TO PROVI DE THAT A CERTAIN
AMOUNT OF THE MONEY ALLCOCATED TO Al RPORT CAPI TAL | MPROVEMENTS
SHALL BE DI VI DED AMONG ALL Al RPORTS W THI N THE STATE W TH
REGULARLY SCHEDULED COWMERCI AL PASSENGER SERVI CE BASED ON
ENPLANEMENTS AT SUCH Al RPORTS; TO PROVI DE FOR THE DI STRI BUTI ON OF
THE REMAI NDER OF THE FUNDS ALLOCATED TO Al RPORT PROJECTS; TO
CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPl PORTS PRQJECT SELECTI ON COW TTEE; TO
PROVI DE THAT THE M SSI SSI PPl DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON SHALL
SOLICI' T AND EVALUATE APPLI CATI ONS FOR THE FUNDS ALLOCATED TO PORT
PRQIECTS USI NG THE CRI TERI A ESTABLI SHED I N THI S ACT; TO PROVI DE
THAT THE PORTS PROQIJECT SELECTI ON COW TTEE SHALL SELECT PORT
PRQJECTS FROM THOSE THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON
DETERM NE TO MEET THE ELIG BILITY CRI TERI A ESTABLI SHED IN TH' S
ACT; TO CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPl PUBLI CLY OMNED RAI LROAD PROQIECT
SELECTI ON COW TTEE; TO PROVI DE THAT THE M SSI SSI PPI  DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATI ON SHALL SCOLICI' T AND EVALUATE APPLI CATI ONS FOR THE
FUNDS ALLOCATED TO PUBLI CLY OANED RAI LROADS USI NG THE CRI TERI A
ESTABLI SHED I N THI S ACT; TO PROVI DE THAT THE PUBLI CLY OANED
RAI LROAD PRQIECT SELECTI ON COW TTEE SHALL SELECT RAI L PRQIECTS
FROM THOSE THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON DETERM NE TO MEET
THE ELIG BILITY CRI TERI A ESTABLI SHED BY TH S ACT; TO PROVI DE THAT,
OF THE FUNDS ALLOCATED FOR PUBLI C TRANSI T | MPROVEMENTS, 30% SHALL
BE ALLOCATED TO THE COAST TRANSI T AUTHORI TY AND THE TRANSI T
AUTHORI TY SERVI NG THE JACKSON METROPCLI TAN AREA; TO PROVI DE FOR
THE ALLOCATI ON OF THE REMAI NDER OF THE FUNDS ALLOCATED TO PUBLI C
TRANSI T CAPI TAL | MPROVEMENTS; TO PROVI DE FOR THE ELI G BI LI TY
CRI TERI A FOR PORT PRQIECTS AND PUBLI C TRANSI T | MPROVEMENTS; AND
FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. There is established in the State Treasury a

special fund to be designated as the "Miltinodal Transportation
Capital |nprovenment Program Fund” into which shall be deposited
such funds as nmay be designated for deposit therein. Unexpended

anounts remaining in the fund at the end of the state fiscal year
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shall not |apse into the State General Fund, and any interest
earned on anmounts in the fund shall be deposited to the credit of
the fund. Money in the fund shall be expended by the M ssissipp
Department of Transportation for capital inprovenent projects at
ports, airports, publicly owned railroads and public transit
providers in M ssissippi.

(2) The M ssissippi Departnent shall allocate the
expenditure of noney in such fund each fiscal year anong each nobde
as follows:

(a) Forty percent (40% shall be allocated for capital
i nprovenents at ports

(b) Twenty percent (20% shall be allocated for capital
i nprovenents at airports

(c) Twenty percent (20% shall be allocated for capital
i mprovenents to publicly owned railroads;

(d) Twenty percent (20% shall be allocated for capital
i nprovenents to public transit systens; and

The M ssissippi Departnment of Transportation may, in its
di scretion, divert not nore than ten percent (10% of the anount
all ocated to a node as provided in this subsection to another nbde
or nodes based on priorities established by the departnent.

(3) As a condition precedent for the receipt of any noney
fromthe fund, the governing authority of the port, airport,
railroad or transit systemshall be required to furnish ten
percent (10% of the total project cost; provided, however, that
when noney fromthe fund is utilized to match federal funds the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Transportation may require such
governing authority to furnish an anmount not to exceed fifty
percent (50% of the required federal natch.

(4) The allocation for specific projects for the various
nodes shall be governed by the provisions of Sections 2, 3, 4, and
5 of this act.

SECTION 2. (1) Thirty percent (30% of the funds all ocated

to airport capital inprovenents pursuant to Section 1 of this act
shal |l be divided anong all airports within the state with
regul arly schedul ed commerci al passenger service. Each airport

shall be granted funds in the proportion that the nunber of
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enpl anenents at the airport during the previous year bears to the
total enplanenents for all comercial airports in the state for
the previous year. The nunber of enplanenents shall be based on
enpl anenment statistics published by the Federal Aviation
Admi ni stration. The funds authorized in this section shall be
issued to the local airport authority for any capital inprovenents
on airport property which directly supports the operations of the
ai rport.

(2) The remai nder of the funds allocated for airport capital
i nprovenents pursuant to Section 1 of this act shall be disbursed
to general aviation airports in this state utilizing the selection
criteria of the M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation.

SECTION 3. (1) There is established the M ssissippi Ports

Project Selection Conmttee which shall consist of the port
director of each of the ports of the state, the Executive Director
of the M ssissippi Departnent of Econom ¢ and Comrunity
Devel opnent, or his designee, the Executive Director of the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnment of Transportation, or his designee. A
maj ority of the nenbership shall constitute a quorum

(2) The M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation shal
solicit applications for the funds allocated to port capital
i nprovenents pursuant to Section 1 of this act. The departnent
shal | eval uate each application for funds using the selection
criteria established in Section 6 of this act. The departnent
shall call a neeting of the Ports Project Selection Committee for
t he purpose of selecting projects for funding by not |ater than
Sept enber of each year. The commttee shall neet and deci de which
port projects shall receive funds fromthe fund created in Section
1 of this act and the anobunt of such funds. The conmttee shal
approve only those projects neeting the eligibility criteria as
determ ned by the M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation.

SECTION 4. (1) There is established the M ssissipp

Publicly Omed Railroad Project Selection Conmittee which shal
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consi st of the chief executive officer of each of the publicly
owned railroads of the state, the Executive Director of the

M ssi ssi ppi Departnment of Econom ¢ and Community Devel opnent, or
hi s desi gnee, the Executive Director of the M ssissippi Departnent
of Transportation, or his designee. A mgjority of the nmenbership
shal |l constitute a quorum

(2) The M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation shal

solicit applications for the funds allocated to publicly owned
rail roads capital inprovenents pursuant to Section 1 of this act.
The departnent shall evaluate each application for funds using
the selection criteria established in Section 6 of this act and
such funds may be utilized only for projects on short |ine

rail roads. The departnent shall call a neeting of the Publicly
Owned Railroad Project Selection Conmmittee for the purpose of
selecting projects for funding by not |ater than Septenber of each
year. The conmittee shall neet and decide which railroad projects
shal |l receive funds fromthe fund created in Section 1 of this act
and the amount of such funds. The commttee shall approve only
those projects neeting the eligibility criteria as determ ned by
the M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation.

SECTION 5. (1) O the funds allocated for public transit

capital inprovenents pursuant to Section 1 of this act, thirty
percent (30% shall be allocated to the Coast Transit Authority,
thirty percent (30% shall be allocated to the transit authority
serving the Jackson nmetropolitan area. Such funds shall be
utilized in accordance with the rules governing the use of Federal
Transit Adm nistration funds.

(2) The remai nder of the funds allocated for public transit
capital inprovenents shall be allocated by the M ssissipp
Department of Transportation in conpliance with Federal Transit
Aut hority rules for the rural public transit program

SECTION 6. (1) In order for a port project or a publicly

owned rail project to be eligible for funds fromthe Miltinoda
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Transportation Capital |nprovenent Program Fund, a project:

(a) Shall be a capital inprovenent, not a mai ntenance
or operational expense;

(b) Shall be directly related to the operation of the
port or railroad in its nodal role; and

(c) Shall be beyond the normal operating budget of the
proj ect .

(2) Local expenditures for design or other preconstruction
costs may be used toward the | ocal matching fund requirenent. In
cases in which the preconstruction costs are significant, such
costs may be paid with noney fromthe fund in the discretion of
the Executive Director of the M ssissippi Departnent of
Transportation.

SECTION 7. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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