M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Hewes (By Request) To: Public Health and
Vel fare

SENATE BI LL NO. 2753

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-23-37, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,

2 TO REQUIRE THE USE OF THE CHI CKENPOX ( VARI CELLA) VACCI NE AS A

3 PREREQUI SI TE FOR SCHOOL ENTRY | NTO KI NDERGARTEN; AND FOR RELATED
4  PURPCSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
6 SECTION 1. Section 41-23-37, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

7 anmended as foll ows: [ RDD1]

8 41-23-37. \Wenever indicated, the State Health O ficer shal
9 specify such inmunization practices as may be considered best for
10 the control of vaccine preventable diseases. A listing shall be
11 pronul gated annually or nore often, if necessary.

12 Except as provided hereinafter, it shall be unlawful for any
13 child to attend any school, kindergarten or simlar type facility
14 intended for the instruction of children (hereinafter called

15 "schools"), either public or private, with the exception of any
16 legitimte home instruction programas defined in Section

17 37-13-91, M ssissippi Code of 1972, for ten (10) or less children
18 who are related within the third degree conputed according to the
19 civil lawto the operator, unless they shall first have been
20 vaccinated agai nst those di seases specified by the State Health
21 Oficer. Provided, however, that the State Health O ficer shal
22 specifically require the use of the chickenpox (Varicella) vaccine
23 as a prerequisite to entry into kindergarten.
24 A certificate of exenption fromvaccination for nedica
25 reasons may be offered on behalf of a child by a duly |icensed
26 physician and may be accepted by the local health officer when, in
27 his opinion, such exenption will not cause undue risk to the
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comunity.

Certificates of vaccination shall be issued by |local health
of ficers or physicians on forns specified by the M ssissippi State
Board of Health. These fornms shall be the only acceptabl e neans
for show ng conpliance with these i mruni zation requirenents, and
t he responsi ble school officials shall file the formw th the
child' s record.

If a child shall offer to enroll at a school w thout having
conpl eted the required vaccinations, the local health officer may
grant a period of time up to ninety (90) days for such conpletion
when, in the opinion of the health officer, such delay will not
cause undue risk to the child, the school or the conmunity. No
child shall be enrolled w thout having had at |east one (1) dose
of each specified vacci ne.

Wthin thirty (30) days after the opening of the fall term of
school (on or before Cctober 1 of each year) the person in charge
of each school shall report to the county or |ocal health officer,
on forms provided by the Mssissippi State Board of Health, the
nunber of children enrolled by age or grade or both, the nunber
fully vaccinated, the nunber in process of conpleting vaccination
requi renents, and the nunber exenpt from vaccination by reason for
such exenption

Wthin one hundred twenty (120) days after the opening of the
fall term (on or before Decenber 31), the person in charge of each
school shall certify to the local or county health officer that
all children enrolled are in conpliance with imunization
requirenents.

For the purpose of assisting in supervising the immnization
status of the children the | ocal health officer, or his designee,
may i nspect the children's records or be furnished certificates of
i mruni zati on conpliance by the school.

It shall be the responsibility of the person in charge of
each school to enforce the requirenents for inmunization. Any
child not in conpliance at the end of ninety (90) days fromthe
opening of the fall term nust be suspended until in conpliance,
unl ess the health officer shall attribute the delay to | ack of

supply of vaccine or sone other such factor clearly nmaking
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conpl i ance i npossi bl e.

Failure to enforce provisions of this act shall constitute a

m sdeneanor and upon convi ction be puni shable by fine or

i mpri sonnment or both.
SECTION 2. This act shal
and after July 1, 2000.
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take effect and be in force from



