M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Nunnel ee To: Education

SENATE BI LL NO. 2745

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-23-147, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
2 TO DI RECT THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO PROVI DE AN ANNUAL
3 RECOGNI TI ON PROGRAM FOR SCHOCOLS FOR PROVI DI NG FULL | NCLUSI ON OF

4 CH LDREN WTH DI SABI LI TIES I N ALL ASPECTS OF ACADEM C AND

5 EXTRACURRI CULAR ACTI VI TIES; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
7 SECTION 1. Section 37-23-147, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
8 anended as follows:[LR1]

9 37-23-147. (1) The State Departnent of Education shal

10 establish goals for the performance of children with disabilities
11 that will pronote the purpose of |IDEA and are consistent, to the
12 maxi mum extent appropriate, with other goals and standards for

13 children established by the State Departnent of Educati on.

14 Performance indicators used to assess progress toward achi eving
15 those goals that, at a m ninum address the performance of

16 children with disabilities on assessnents, drop-out rates, and

17 graduation rates shall be devel oped. Every two (2) years, the

18 progress toward neeting the established performance goals shall be
19 reported to the public.
20 (2) 1In accordance with individuals with Disabilities
21 Education Act (IDEA) requlation 300.550, it is the policy of the
22 Mssissippi Department of Education that each child with a
23 disability be educated with children having no disabilities in
24 his/her age range to the maxi num extent appropriate, including
25 children in public or private institutions or other care
26 facilities. No special classes, separate schools or other renoval
27 of children with disabilities fromthe regul ar educati onal
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environnent shall occur unless the nature or severity of the

disability is such that education in regular classes with the use

of supplenentary aids and services cannot be achi eved

satisfactorily. Students with disabilities are afforded an equal

opportunity to participate in nonacadenic and extracurricul ar

services and activities. Local school districts and other

agenci es who provide special education and related services to

children with disabilities are required to adopt this policy and

the procedures necessary to inplenent it.

(3) To encourage the full inclusion of children with

disabilities in all aspects of acadenic and extracurricul ar

activities, the State Departnent of Education shall provide

special recognition to the schools receiving such designation and

their school districts. FExanples of such recognition may incl ude,

but not be limted to: public announcenents and events,

certificates of recognition and plaques for teachers, principals,

superi ntendents and parents, and nedi a announcenents utilizing the

services of M ssissippi Educational Television. This special

recognition shall be awarded to one (1) elenentary, one (1) niddle

school, and one (1) high school, based on entries subnmtted to the

M ssi ssi ppi Advisory Committee for Special Education by the

deadline of March 31. These entries shall be in the formof a

report, not to exceed five (5) pages, listing nane, address and

t el ephone nunber of the school district/school; teacher or staff

responsible for adm nistering the program type of position held

by each of these enpl oyees including credentials; description of

t he program nunber of students with disabilities included; type

and | evel of severity of disabilities; nunber of students w thout

disabilities involved in the program how | ong the program has

been in operation; benefit of programto all students; and a

description of how this programcould be replicated by other

school districts. Wnners of the Exenplary Inclusion Program

contest shall be chosen by the M ssissippi Advisory Committee for

Speci al Education in April of each year.

Recogni ti on shall be given to these schools during the My

M ssi ssippi State Board of Education neeting each vear.

| nffornmati on on these exenplary prograns shall be provided to other
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school districts and the general

public through news rel eases, the

state departnment website, and other sinilar avenues.

SECTION 2. This act shal
and after July 1, 2000.
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take effect and be in force from



