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Smth To: Judiciary

SENATE BI LL NO. 2735

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 97-9-73, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
CREATE THE CRI ME OF FLEEI NG OR ELUDI NG A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CER
IN A MOTOR VEH CLE; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 97-9-73, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

97-9-73. (1) It shall be unlawful for any person to
obstruct or resist by force, or violence, or threats, or in any
ot her manner, his |awful arrest or the |lawful arrest of another
person by any state, |local or federal |aw enforcenent officer, and
any person or persons so doing shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor,
and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not
nore than Five Hundred Dol lars ($500.00), or by inprisonnment in

the county jail not nore than six (6) nonths, or both.

(2) The driver of a notor vehicle who is given a visible or

audi ble signal by a | aw enforcenent officer by hand, voice,

energency light or siren directing the driver to bring his notor

vehicle to a stop and who willfully fails to obey such direction

by increasing speed, extinguishing the vehicle lights or otherw se

attenpting to flee or elude the officer is quilty of a

m sdeneanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a

fine not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or by

i nprisonnent for not nore than one (1) vyear, or both, under the

foll owi ng circunstances:

(a)  When such signal is given by a | aw enforcenent

officer acting in the | awful performance of duty;
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(b)Y The officer qivi

ng the signal is in uniform and

(c) If occurring at

ni ght, any vehicle driven by the

officer at the tine the signa

was given is adequately identified

as an official | aw enforcenent

vehi cl e.

SECTION 2. This act shal
and after July 1, 2000.
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take effect and be in force from



