M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Horhn To: Municipalities;
County Affairs

COWM TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
SENATE BI LL NO. 2710

1 AN ACT TO CREATE NEW CODE SECTION 17-25-1, M SSI SSI PPl CODE
2 OF 1972, TO PROH BI' T CERTAI N MUNI Cl PALI TI ES FROM CHARG NG AN

3 | MPOUND OR TON NG FEE TO THE VICTIM OF A MOTOR VEH CLE THEFT UPON
4 RECOVERY OF THE STOLEN VEH CLE; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
6 SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section

7 17-25-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

8 17-25-1. The governing authority of any municipality having
9 a population in excess of one hundred fifty thousand (150, 000),

10 according to the |l atest decennial census, is prohibited from

11 assessing any fee whatsoever to any owner of a notor vehicle

12 either for inpounding or storage of the vehicle or for tow ng

13 charges when the owner retrieves the stolen vehicle within eight
14 (8) working days after the postmarked date of witten notification
15 of the exact location of the vehicle nailed to the owner's | ast

16 known address subsequent to recovery of the vehicle by |aw

17 enforcenent officers or other enployees of the nunicipality,

18 regardless of whether the towing or storage is perfornmed by the
19 nmunicipality or by a private tow ng conpany under contract with
20 the nunicipality. Any towi ng or storage provided by a private
21 tow ng conpany under contract with the nmunicipality shall be at
22 the expense of the municipality.
23 Any such fees, however, nmay be assessed agai nst any person
24 subsequently convicted of the larceny or carjacking of the
25 vehicle.
26 After the expiration of the eight-day grace period, the owner
27 of the vehicle may be required to pay towi ng and i npound fees to
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28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

the nmunicipality, and may receive amounts in restitution ordered
agai nst any person subsequently convicted of the |arceny or
carj acking of the vehicle incurring inposition of tow ng or
storage char ges.

Towi ng conpani es shall conmply with all the requirenents of
Section 85-7-251, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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