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SENATE BILL NO. 2701

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 73-53-7, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT ANY PERSON WHO HAS AT LEAST FI VE YEARS OF SOCI AL WORK
PRACTI CE AS AN EMPLOYEE OF A PUBLI C ENTITY BEFORE JULY 1, 1993
VWHO | S ACTI VELY ENGAGED I N SOCI AL WORK PRACTI CE AS AN EMPLOYEE OF
A PUBLIC ENTITY ON JULY 1, 2000, SHALL BE | SSUED A LI CENSE AS A
SOCI AL WORKER | F THE PERSON APPLI ES FOR THE LI CENSE BEFORE
SEPTEMBER 1, 2000; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 73-53-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ RF1]

73-53-7. (1) Except as hereinafter provided, al
i ndi vi dual s not exenpt fromlicensure who are not |icensed under
this chapter are prohibited from perform ng services for
conpensation for which licensure is required by this chapter, and
are al so prohibited from hol ding thensel ves out to the public by
any title or description of services set out in this chapter or by
any title or description of services likely to cause public
confusion with any title or description of services set out in
this chapter.

(2) Any person not |icensed under this chapter on July 1,
1993, who is actively engaged in the practice of social work
before July 1, 1994, as an enpl oyee of the State of M ssissippi or
any agency, political subdivision or nmunicipality thereof or any
community action agency or Head Start agency, and who is not
eligible to be issued a |license under subsection (3) of this
section, shall be issued a provisional license as a |icensed

soci al worker by the board, if the person applies for such

provi sional |icense before July 1, 1994, and, at the time that the
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application is made, the person is so actively engaged. The
Iicense shall be issued by the board upon application therefor,

t he subm ssion of proof satisfactory to the board of the
applicant's enploynent in the practice of social work as provided
in this subsection, and the paynent of the appropriate fee. Such
Iicense shall be valid for a maxi num period of two (2) years, but
not to extend past June 30, 1995, during which tine the

provi sional |icensee nust pass the AASSWB soci al work exam nation
at the basic |evel.

(3) Any person not |icensed under this chapter on July 1,
1993, who has been actively engaged in the practice of social work
for not less than five (5) years before July 1, 1993, as an
enpl oyee of the State of M ssissippi or any agency, political
subdi vision or nunicipality thereof or any conmunity action agency
or Head Start agency, shall be issued a |license as a social worker
by the board, if the person applies for such |license before
Septenber 1, 1994, and at the tine that the application is made,

the person is so actively engaged. Any person who has the

requi red nunber of years of social work practice as an enpl oyee of

any of the specified entities before July 1, 1993, who is actively

engaged in social work practice as an enpl oyee of any of the

specified entities on July 1, 2000, reqgardl ess of whether the

current enploynent position is designated as a social worker,

shall be issued a license as a social worker by the board if the

person applies for the license before Septenber 1, 2000. The

Iicense shall be issued by the board upon application therefor,

t he subm ssion of proof satisfactory to the board of the

applicant's enploynent in the practice of social work as provided

in this subsection, and the paynent of the appropriate fee.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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