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SENATE BI LL NO. 2682

AN ACT TO MANDATE DOVESTI C ABUSE PREVENTI ON EDUCATI ON FOR
FI RST TI ME DOVESTI C ABUSE OFFENDERS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) The Social Science Research Center of

M ssi ssippi State University shall engage in a conprehensive

pl anni ng process and conduct a pilot programto determ ne the

ef fectiveness of various donestic violence prograns and to

devel op, coordinate and inplenment a neani ngful and responsive
program statew de, to prevent donmestic violence. The scope of
pl anni ng shall be to determ ne the conponents of effective
batterers' prograns, the m ninumlength of intervention in which
benefits are derived while remaining cost effective, the

di fferences in outcomes between court-nmandated versus voluntary
batterers' participation and what are the predictors of donestic
vi ol ence assaults and ot her abusive behavi ors and subsequent
arrests. In developing the plan, the Social Science Research
Center, in its discretion, may invite active participation from
| ocal consuners, practitioners, researchers, foundations, myors,
menbers of the Legislature, any avail able federal regional staff
and any ot her appropriate participant.

(2) The Statew de Donestic Abuse Education Program shall be
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devel oped as a pilot programfor a period of three (3) years. The
Soci al Science Research Center shall collect data fromnot nore
than five (5) sites in which various batterer's prograns are
currently being conducted. Conparisons will be nmade once prograns
are identified; the center will oversee devel opnent of requests
for proposals and will contract for services and program

eval uati on.

(3) In addition to the research and eval uati on conponents of
the pilot program the Statew de Donestic Abuse Education Program
shall offer a wi de range of services, including, but not limted
to, the following: crisis resolution; teaching neasures to
prevent the repeated occurrence of abuse, neglect or famly
conflict; education in parenting skills, child devel opnent,
comuni cati on and negotiation skills.

(4) The Social Science Research Center of M ssissippi State
University shall report to the Legislature the results of the
pil ot programnot |ater than Cctober 15, 2002.

SECTION 2. (1) Fromand after July 1, 2003, upon conviction

of any person for the first offense of donestic abuse as defined
in Section 99-3-7, Mssissippi Code of 1972, the court shall order
such person to attend and conplete a donestic abuse education
program

(2) The donmestic abuse education program shall be that
devel oped by the Statew de Donmestic Abuse Education Program pil ot
program

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.

S. B. No. 2682
00\ SS26\ R162
PAGE 2



