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SENATE BI LL NO. 2667

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 51-9-171, 51-9-175, 51-9-177,
51-9-179, 51-9-181 AND 51-9-183, M SSI SSI PPI CCDE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE THE NAME OF THE PEACE OFFI CERS EMPLOYED BY THE PEARL Rl VER
VALLEY WATER SUPPLY DI STRI CT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 51-9-171, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ CSQL]

51-9-171. Sections 51-9-171 through 51-9-185 shall be cited

as "The Pear|l River Valley Water Supply District Reservoir Patrol

O ficer Law of 1978."

SECTION 2. Section 51-9-175, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ CSQ]

51-9-175. (1) The board of directors of the district may

appoi nt and conm ssion qualified persons as reservoir patrol

officers of the district. Any such reservoir patrol officer so

appointed shall be a full-tinme enployee of the district and shal
not be enpl oyed by any privately owned guard or security service,
and shall at all tinmes be answerable and responsible to the board
of directors of the district.

(2) A reservoir patrol officer appointed and comm ssi oned as

provi ded in subsection (1) of this section shall, before entering

upon his duties as such officer, take the oath of office
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prescri bed by Section 268, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, which
shal | be endorsed upon his comm ssion. The commi ssion, with the
oath endorsed upon it, shall be entered in the official mnute
book of the district.

(3) A reservoir patrol officer appointed and comm ssi oned

pursuant to the provisions of Sections 51-9-171 through 51-9-185,
shall, while engaged in the performance of his duties, carry on

his person a badge identifying himas a reservoir patrol officer

of the district and an identification card issued by the district.

When in uniform each such reservoir patrol officer shall wear

his badge in plain view

(4) A reservoir patrol officer may exercise the sane powers

of arrest and the right to bear firearns that may be exercised by
any state, rmunicipal or other police officer in this state, but
only with respect to violations of |law or violations of
regul ati ons adopted pursuant to Section 51-9-127, which are
commtted on the property owned by the district. This includes
property which is owned by the district but has been | eased or
rented to other parties. Any right granted under this subsection
in no way relieves the requirenents of appropriate affidavit and
warrant for arrest fromthe appropriate jurisdiction and authority
pursuant to the laws of this state.

(5) On behalf of each person who is trained as a reservoir
patrol officer at the M ssissippi Law Enforcenent Oficers'
Trai ni ng Acadeny, the district shall be required to pay to the
acadeny at |east an anount equal to the per student cost of
operation of said acadeny as tuition.

SECTION 3. Section 51-9-177, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ CSQ3]

51-9-177. A person arrested by a reservoir patrol officer

shal |l be handl ed or processed in the jurisdiction in which the
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of fense was committed, in the sane nmanner as if the arrest had

been nade by a sheriff or constable. |If the reservoir patrol

of fi cer detains any person arrested by him he shall forthwith
deliver the arrested person to the sheriff of the county in which

the of fense was commtted, and the reservoir patrol officer shal

have no further authority as to the custody of such arrested
per son.

SECTION 4. Section 51-9-179, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ CS4]

51-9-179. The district, by the act of the appointnment of any

such reservoir patrol officer, shall be liable and responsible for

all acts of such reservoir patrol officer while he is acting or

purporting to act under the provisions of Sections 51-9-171

t hrough 51-9-185, whet her such action be authorized by Sections
51-9-171 through 51-9-185 or not; further, the district shal
indemmify the State of M ssissippi and any sheriff for any |oss,
costs or expenses incurred by virtue of any act, deed or oni ssion

committed by such reservoir patrol officer while he is acting or

purporting to act under the provisions of Sections 51-9-171
t hrough 51-9-185, whet her such act, deed or omi ssion is authorized
by Sections 51-9-171 through 51-9-185 or not.

SECTION 5. Section 51-9-181, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ CSQp]

51-9-181. Each reservoir patrol officer comm ssi oned under

this article shall file a bond in the sumof Ten Thousand Dol | ars
(%10, 000.00) with the district for the Iawful and faithful
performance of his duties. The cost of the bond shall be borne by

the district. The filing of such bond shall not relieve the
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district fromany civil liability it may otherw se incur in
accordance with the provisions of Section 51-9-179. The district
shall indemify and hold the State of M ssissippi, the
Comm ssi oner of Public Safety, and any sheriff harm ess from any
and all liability which any or all of them m ght otherw se incur

for the negligent or unlawful acts of said reservoir patrol

officer.
SECTION 6. Section 51-9-183, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ CSQO]

51-9-183. The powers and authority of any reservoir patrol

of fi cer, whether appointed or conm ssioned pursuant to the
provi sions of Sections 51-9-171 through 51-9-185 or any former |aw
of this state, may be term nated at any time by the board of
directors of the district.

SECTION 7. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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