M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

Qwooo~NOOIrWNE

|_\

|_\
|_\

[EE
N

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

M chel To: Judiciary

SENATE BI LL NO. 2662

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-5-1, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT I'F A PUBLIC OFFI CER IS CONVI CTED OF A DI SQUALI FYI NG
CRIME IN A COURT OF TH S STATE, THAT THE JUDGE SHALL | MVEDI ATELY
UPON SUCH CONVI CTI ON ORDER SUCH OFFI CER REMOVED FROM OFFI CE; TO
PROVI DE THAT IF A PUBLIC OFFI CER IS CONVI CTED OF A DI SQUALI FYI NG
CRI ME | N FEDERAL COURT OR A COURT OF ANOTHER STATE, THAT THE
ATTORNEY CGENERAL SHALL ENTER A MOTI ON TO REMOVE SUCH OFFI CER FROM
OFFI CE I N THE APPROPRI ATE STATE COURT W THI N FI VE DAYS OF BEI NG
NOTI FI ED OR OTHERW SE LEARNI NG OF SUCH CONVI CTI ON; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 25-5-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ WAN1]

25-5-1. If any public officer, state, district, county or
muni ci pal, shall be convicted in any court of this state or any
other state or in any federal court of any felony other than
mansl aughter or any violation of the United States Internal
Revenue Code, of corruption in office or peculation therein, or of
ganbling or dealing in futures with noney comng to his hands by
virtue of his office, any court of this state, in addition to such

ot her puni shnent as may be prescribed, shall, upon such

conviction, imrediately adjudge the defendant renoved fromoffice;

and the office of the defendant shall thereby becone vacant. |If
any such officer be found by inquest to be of unsound m nd during

the termfor which he was el ected or appointed, or shall be
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renoved fromoffice by the judgnent of a court of conpetent
jurisdiction or otherwise lawfully, his office shall thereby be
vacated; and in any such case the vacancy shall be filled as
provi ded by | aw.

When any such officer is found guilty of a crinme which is a
felony under the laws of this state or which is punishable by
i nprisonnent for one (1) year or nore, other than mansl aughter or
any violation of the United States Internal Revenue Code, in a
federal court or a court of conpetent jurisdiction of any other
state, the Attorney General of the State of M ssissippi shal

within five (5) days of being notified or otherw se | earni ng of

such conviction, enter a notion for renpval fromoffice in the

Circuit Court of Hi nds County in the case of a state officer, and
inthe circuit court of the county of residence in the case of a
district, county or municipal officer. The court, or the judge in
vacation, shall, upon notice and a proper hearing, issue an order
renovi ng such person fromoffice and the vacancy shall be filled
as provided by |aw.

SECTION 2. The Attorney CGeneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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