M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Huggi ns To: Public Health and
Vel fare

SENATE BILL NO 2605
(As Sent to Governor)

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-15-3, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
2 PROVI DE OPPORTUNI TY FOR A FAI R HEARI NG TO ANY | NDI VI DUAL WHOSE

3 CLAIM FOR FOSTER CARE AND/ OR ADOPTI ON ASSI STANCE FROM THE

4 DEPARTMENT OF HUVAN SERVI CES |'S DENI ED, AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.
5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
6 SECTION 1. Section 43-15-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

7 anmended as foll ows: [ RDD1]

8 43-15-3. The Departnent of Human Services is hereby

9 authorized, enpowered and directed to cooperate fully with the

10 United States Children's Bureau and Secretary of Labor in

11 establishing, extending and strengthening "child welfare services”
12 for the protection and care of honel ess, dependent and negl ected
13 children and children in danger of becom ng delinquent. Said

14 Departnent of Human Services is further authorized, enpowered and
15 directed to cooperate with the United States Children's Bureau and
16 Secretary of Labor in developing plans for said "child welfare

17 services" and extendi ng any ot her cooperation necessary under

18 Section 521 of Public Law No. 271-74th Congress of the United

19 States.
20 In furtherance of the "child welfare services" referred to in
21 the first paragraph hereof the State Treasurer is hereby
22 authorized and directed to receive on behalf of the state, and to
23 execute all instruments incidental thereto, federal or other funds
24 to be used for "child welfare services,” and to place such funds
25 in a special account to the credit of the "child welfare
26 services," which said funds shall be expended by the Departnent of
27 Human Services for the purposes and under the provisions of this
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chapter and Section 521 of Public Law No. 271-74th Congress of the
United States. It shall be paid out by the State Treasurer as
funds appropriated to carry out the provisions of said | aws.

The Departnment of Human Services shall issue all checks on

said "child welfare services" fund to persons entitled to paynent
fromsaid fund. Al such suns shall be drawn upon the "child

wel fare services" fund upon requisition of the Director of the

Departnment of Human Services * * *.

The noney in the "child welfare services" fund shall be
expended in accordance with the rules and regul ations of the
United States Children's Bureau and Secretary of Labor and in

accordance with the plan devel oped by the Departnent of Hunman

Services and the United States Children's Bureau under Section 521
of Public Law No. 271-74th Congress of the United States, and
shal |l not be used for any other purpose.

If aclaimfor foster care and/or adopti on assi stance under

Title IV-E of the Federal Social Security Act is not acted upon

within a reasonable tine after the filing of the claim or is

denied in whole or in part, the clainmant nay appeal to the

Director of the Division of Famly and Children's Services in the

manner and form prescri bed by the Departnment of Human Servi ces.

The Director of the Division of Famly and Children's Services

shall, upon recei pt of such an appeal., qgive the clai mrant

reasonabl e notice and opportunity for a fair hearing. The

Director of the Division of Famly and Children's Services nay

al so, upon his or her own notion, review any decision regarding a

claim and may consider any clai mupon which a decision has not

been made within a reasonable tine. All decisions of the Director

of Famly and Children's Services shall be final and bi nding.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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